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How much? The Evolution of Romanian Grain
Prices in the Lower Danube Ports (1829-1853)

CRISTIAN CONSTANTIN

Abstrakt | Abstract

Za kolik? Vyvoj cen rumunského obili v pfistavech na doInim Dunaji (1829-1853)
Jeden z podobort ekonomické historie se zabyvd vyvojem cen. Tento ¢ldnek predstavuje
zevrubné udaje pro rekonstrukci statistickych fad potfebnych pro studium vyvoje cen obi-
li v pfistavech na dolnim Dunaiji ve druhé Ctvrtiné 19. stoleti. Neddvny vyzkum umoznil
identifikaci nékolika pramend, které umoZriuji analyzu cenovych krivek rumunské psenice
a kukurice obchodované v Molddvii a Valassku.

One of the subfields of economic history refers to prices. This article presents the toilsome
means of reconstructing the statistical series required for studying the evolution of grain
prices in the Lower Danube ports in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Recent
research has allowed the identification of several sources which support the analysis of
the sinusoidal curves of the price of Romanian wheat and corn traded in Moldavia and
Wallachia.

Klicova slova | Keywords
Brdila; Galati; ekonomika; noviny; statistika

Brdila; Galati; economy; newspapers; statistics

Introduction

Customarily, in the second quarter half of the nineteenth century, in order to reach
Constantinople from Vienna, travellers disembark from fluvial ships in Galati, and
reembark on maritime ones. In just a few years, owing to the steamboats of the Aus-
trian Navigation Company (Erste Osterreichische Donau Dampfschiffahrts Gesellschaft /
First Danube Steamboat Shipping Company - D.D.S.G.), Galati becomes the main com-
munication junction for both terrestrial and water transport in the extended Black Sea area.
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The most courageous stock jobber merchants from all ports of the Mediterranean Sea
gather in Braila and Galati.' They only care about one thing, and place their great ex-
pectations on the price of Danubian grain.

One of the subfields of economic history refers to prices? and, in this particular case,
to the evolution of grain prices on the Lower Danube market. This is why my undertak-
-ing also has a pragmatic aim: that of drawing attention to this subfield, which was
illustrated for many goods by several significant figures of Romanian historiography,
only to fall in abeyance, unfortunately, before having fulfilled its role, i.e. that of pro-
ducing at least one repertoire of the prices of the most important Romanian goods.
Historians do next to nothing in the demarche of recovering/drafting statistical series
dedicated to the evolution of prices in the Romanian area in the first half of the nine-
teenth century. Beyond its recording the costs of goods, history of prices provides in-
formation on the production system or exchange structure. The absence of serial data
of grain prices inside the Danube hinterland hinders such analyses.

The present study attempts to fill an existing historiographical gap and introduces
into the international circuit new statistical data on the evolution of grain prices in the
hinterland of the Lower Danube between the Treaty of Adrianople (2/14 September
1829) and the outbreak of the Crimean War (1853). At the same time, the statistical
table and graph at the end of this study illustrate in concrete figures how cereals from
the hinterland of the Moldavia and Wallachia became attractive, due to their relatively
low price, and were integrated into the European entrep6ts (warehouses/deposit-
-ports) market.

Historiography of the problem and the ‘old methodology’

What is the reason for this gap? Can it be the sources available or the lack thereof?
Information regarding the prices of Moldo-Wallachian grains is generally unsystema-
tic or downright unavailable, which is why the archives should be consulted. This, in
turn, creates a need for palaeographers trained in the international languages spoken
in the extended Black Sea basin. The documents of the foreign companies which
operated in the ports of Brdila and Galati are missing from the Romanian archives, and
there are not too many documents that indicate the prices of goods in their countries
of origin either. Romanian archives preserve isolated references to the written corre-

1 Constantin ARDELEANU, From Vienna to Constantinople on Board the Vessels of the Austrian Dan-
ube Steam-Navigation Company (1834-1842), Historical Yearbook 6, 2009, pp. 187-202; Idem,
O croazierd de la Viena la Constantinopol: cdldtorii, spatii, imagini, 1830-1860, Bucharest 2021, pp.
21-28, 51-60.

2 Elias H. TUMA, Economic History and the Social Sciences: Problems of Methodology, Los Angeles
1971, pp. 47-53.
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spondence of some important merchants, many related to the period before the
Crimean War (1853-1856).3

Mentions of prices are made in several works on economic history, starting with lon
Nistor’s volume on Moldavian trade.* The volume features a chapter on prices, but it is
dedicated to the Middle Ages. The same historical period is highlighted by Alexandru
Gonta,’ in a 1989 volume which records a number of prices of goods traded between
Moldavia and Transylvania, based on sources from Transylvanian towns. Some general
considerations on prices and monetary circulation inside the Romanian area are also
present in the book Romania’s Economic History.* An extremely significant approach
for the discussion on prices is that to monetary circulation inside the Romanian area.
This aspect, alongside an analysis of the commercial flows, was tackled by Bogdan
Murgescu’ in a seminal work on the Romanian economy during the Middle Ages.

Mircea N. Popa® was the first (and the only, to date) Romanian historian to have
conducted an analysis of the price phenomenon for the modern period. He analysed
the evolution of prices in Wallachia from 1774 to 1831, in a thorough study based on
the investigation of internal and external documents, on the narratives of various
foreign travellers, and on archival materials. The value of the observation and analysis
in this work is impressive. Other than that, information on prices in the first half of the
nineteenth century can be found scattered in a number of papers on economic histo-
ry written by a group of researchers from the ‘Nicolae lorga’ History Institute of the
Romanian Academy during the communist era. In many instances, these studies are
not primarily concerned with discussing the evolution of prices, as is the case with
Paul Cernovodeanu, Beatrice Marinescu, and Irina Gavrild’s scientific contributions.?

3 Serviciul Arhivelor Nationale Istorice Centrale ale Romaniei (The Service of the Central National
Historical Archives of Romania), Fund Evioghie si Hristo Gheorghiev; Eugen STANESCU et al. (eds.),
Relatii romano-bulgare de-a lungul veacurilor (sec. XII-XIX). Studii, |, Bucharest 1971; Anca DOBRE
— Felicia LEBADA, Rolul fratilor Gheorghiev in comertul franco-englez al tdrilor roméne, Hrisovul,
New series 2, 1996, pp. 211-224.

4 lon NISTOR, Handel und Wandel in der Moldau bis zum Ende des 16. Jahrunderts, Czernowitz 1912.

5 Alexandru GONTA, Legdturile economice dintre Moldova si Transilvania in secolele XIlI-XVII,
Bucharest 1989.

6  Nicolae N. CONSTANTINESCU (ed.), Romania’s Economic History. From the Beginnings to World War
I, Bucharest 1994. In the third chapter, the author notices the difficulty of tracing the evolution
of prices, as well as that of calculating average prices.

7  Bogdan MURGESCU, Circulatia monetard in Térile Romane in secolul al XVI-lea, Bucharest 1996.

8  Mircea N. POPA, Revolutia preturilor in Europa, Studii si articole de istorie 12, 1968, pp. 151-167;
Idem, La circulation monétaire et I'évolution des prix en Valachie (1774-1831), Bucharest 1978.

9  Paul CERNOVODEANU - Beatrice MARINESCU - Irina GAVRILA, Comertul britanic prin Galati si
Brdila intre 1837-1852, Revista de Istorie 31 (1), 1978, pp. 629-650; Paul CERNOVODEANU - Bea-
trice MARINESCU, British Trade in the Danubian Ports of Galatz and Brdila between 1837 and 1853,
Journal of European Economic History 8 (3), 1979, pp. 707-741; Paul CERNOVODEANU,
Implicatiile de ordin politic ale activitdtii si falimentul casei de comert Bell & Anderson din Bucuresti,

ol
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It is also necessary to mention the fact that, methodologically, Romanian contributions
to this topic are far from similar studies of world history. The researchers into these
matters are confronted with serious difficulties because of the lack of a conversion of
the prices into a real, non-inflationary unit, such as the silver or gold standard, or of the
absence of any reference to the evolution of prices in the neighbouring areas. More
often than not, these studies compile references to more currencies that circulated in
the Romanian Principalities.’” The few contributions to the history of grain prices in the
two extra-Carpathian Romanian Principalities are geographically restricted to some
areas or, more precisely, to the amounts paid by foreign merchants in exchange for
goods purchased in the ports of Brdila and Galati. Neither do more recent studies
manage to fully shed light on the difficult path from producers, going through inter-
mediaries and carriers, to the representatives of the European trading houses. And
since | have mentioned the diversity of currency used in the Romanian area, it is equally
worth mentioning the multitude of historiographical controversies arising from the
units of measurement used by producers and merchants in Moldo-Wallachian space."

Historical background

The story of the radical changes in Moldo-Wallachian society had begun half a cen-
tury before and a few hundred kilometres eastwards. The Turks had controlled the
navigation at the mouths of the Danube for three centuries. It took Tsarina’s expansion-
-ist ambitions to break the Ottoman monopoly in the Black Sea basin. In July 1774,
after a six-year war with the Ottoman Empire, Russia signed the Treaty of Kilglk
Kaynarca, obtaining the fortresses on the shores of Azov, the protectorate over the
Crimean Khanate, Kabardia and the steppe between the Bug and Dnieper, and direct
access to the Black Sea and the Aegean Sea. Only nine years had to pass until Emp-
-ress Catherine Il announced the annexation of the Crimean Peninsula. Russia became

Studii si Materiale de Istorie Moderna 12, 1998, pp. 3-20.

10 Before 1867, when the new leu was introduced in Romania, the quotation of coins was at different
and variable levels. A gold coin was worth 32 lei, the napoleon 20 French francs or 54 lei, the pound
sterling was worth 25.20 French francs or 68 lei. The adoption of the new national monetary system,
with the leu-bimetal (gold and silver) standard, was fixed at 0.3226 g gold or 5 g silver, identical to
the French and Swiss francs. The equivalence with the previous coin, based on the metallic standard,
was: 100 new lei =270 old lei; T gold coin = 11.75 new lei; 1 French franc = 1 new Romanian leu. After
1867, the Romanian coinage was related to the other imported coins of that time as follows: £1 =
25.25 lei; $1=5.18 lei; 1 German mark = 1.24 lei; 1 French/Swiss franc =1 leu (see: Costin C. KIRITESCU,
Sistemul bdnesc al leului si precursorii lui, vol. 1 si 2, Bucharest 1964; Victor AXENCIUC, Avutia nationald
aRomadniei. Cercetdri istorice comparate 1860-1939, Bucharest 2000, p. 19).

11 See studies on the units of measurement utilised in the Romanian area in Nicolae STOICESCU,
Cum madsurau strdmosii: Metrologia medievald pe teritoriul Romdniei, Bucharest 1971; Petre DO-
DOC, Metrologie generald, Bucharest 1979; Nicolae LEONACHESCU, Bditdlia pentru sistemul metric,
Bucharest 1986.



How much? The Evolution of Romanian Grain Prices in the Lower Danube Ports (1829-1853)

aforce in the Black Sea basin. In the summer of 1793, José de Ribas was appointed to
build the city of Hadjibei and a new port nearby, thus setting the foundation stone of
Odessa. The ruling circles in Saint Petersburg, encouraged by the prospects of recon-
-necting the Black Sea basin to the international trade, paid great attention to the
export by sea of food from Novorussia and Ukraine and ordered massive investment
in the harbour infrastructure of Odessa. The empress’s grandiose plans were pursued
further by her heirs."

The years went by, and another Russo-Turkish War burst out in 1828. More and more
often, disputes would appear between the tsar and the sultan. Russia recorded an-
other victory and seemed to have an open path to the Balkans. The Treaty of Adri-
anople (2/14 September 1829) also marked a new beginning for the two extra-Car-
pathian Romanian Principalities. Moldavia and Wallachia had large plains watered by
a rich hydrographical basin, and were underpopulated. Owing to the international
context, they became part and parcel of a competitive international trading system in
the steppe north of the Black Sea and in the ports of Novorussia.'

12 See studies on the commercial impact of the opening of the ports north of the Black Sea for inter-
national navigation in Patricia HERLIHY, Russian Grain and Mediterranean Markets, 1774-1861,
Ph.D. diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1963; Jean Louis van REGEMORTER, Commerce et politique:
préparation et négociation du traité franco-russe de 1787, Cahiers du monde russe et soviétique 4
(3), 1963, pp. 230-257; Jan REYCHMAN, Le commerce polonais en mer Noire au XVlile siécle par le
port de Kherson, Cahiers du monde russe et soviétique 7 (2), 1966, pp. 234-248; Trevor J. HOPE,
Britain and the Black Sea Trade in the Late Eighteenth Century, Revue roumaine d‘études interna-
tionals 8 (2), 1974, pp. 159-174; Jean Louis van REGEMORTER, La Russie Méridionale, la Mer Noire et
le commerce international de 1774 a 186, Ph.D. diss., Université de Paris 1, Panthéon - Sorbonne,
Paris 1984; Patricia HERLIHY, Odessa: A History, 1794-1914, Cambridge Mass. 1986; B.N. Mironov, Le
mouvement des prix des céréales en Russie du XVille siécle au début du XXe siecle, Annales. Economies,
Sociétés, Civilisations 41 (1), 1986, pp. 217-251; Robert E. JONES, The Dnieper Trade Route in the
Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries: a Note, The International History Review 11 (2),
1989, pp. 303-312; Faruk BILICI, La politique frangaise en mer Noire, Vicissitudes d'une implantation,
1747-1789, Istanbul 1992; Eyup OZVEREN, A Framework for the Study of the Black Sea World, 1789-
1915, Review (Fernand Braudel Center) 20 (1), 1997, pp. 77-113; Vassilis KARDASSIS, Diaspora
Merchants in the Black Sea. The Greeks in Southern Russia, 1775-1861, New York — Oxford 2001;
Charles KING, The Black Sea. A History, Oxford 2004; T. C. PROUSIS, Risky Business: Russian Trade in
the Ottoman Empire in the Early Nineteenth Century, Mediterranean Historical Review 20 (2), 2005,
pp. 201-226; John P. LEDONNE, Geopolitics, Logistics, and Grain: Russia’s Ambitions in the Black Sea
Basin, 1737-1834, International History Review 28 (1), 2006, pp. 1-41; Nilghiun ISMAIL, Relatii
economice anglo-otomane in Marea Neagrd intre 1774-1840, Cluj-Napoca 2011; Constantin ARDE-
LEANU, The Discovery of the Black Sea by the Western World. The Opening of the Euxine to Internation-
al Trade and Shipping (1774-1792), New Europe College. Stefan Odobleja Program: Yearbook
2012-2013, 2014, pp. 21-46.

13 Venera ACHIM - Viorel ACHIM (eds.), Modernizare sociald si institutionald in Principatele Romdne,
1831-1859, Bucharest 2016.

13
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The ‘Organic Statutes’ and the development of the Moldo-Wallachian grain
trade

The establishment of the Russian Protectorate and of constitutions of liberal inspi-
ration (i.e., the ‘Organic Statutes’/ ‘Organic Regulations’) suggested that the two
extra-Carpathian Romanian Principalities were on the path to becoming modern
states. However, Romanians’ emancipation and modernisation proved to be a de-
cades-long phenomena, made sooner by the intense, unmediated contact with
capitalist western elements.’ The role in the Moldo-Wallachian economy of the
large Ottoman entrepét on the shores of the Bosporus was gradually decreasing,
replaced by beneficial exchange relations with the Greek, Italian and French ports
of the Mediterranean Sea."”

The ‘Organic Statutes, with a similar structure in the two provinces, established
modern political and administrative principles, such as the division of power, a public
budget, a state educational system, a national militia, judicial stability, etc.'® With
such written provisions, the new regulations were among the most advanced consti-
tutions in South-Eastern Europe at that time.”” The application of the ‘Organic
Statutes’ stepped up the modernisation of the feudal institutions and set up new
ones likely to entail the development of capitalism, initiating changes that represen-
ted an impulse to a new economic, social, and political stage. The way to the market
economy and capitalist investments was widely opened in the Danubian Principali-
ties of Moldavia and Wallachia. With the end of the Ottoman right of pre-emption
over the Romanian exports and the growing demands from the West, Moldo-Walla-
chian landowners sensed the excellent opportunity to maximise the profitability of
their estates, on which they were designated, for the first time, as actual owners of
the land. Among the relevant provisions for the modernisation of the economic and

14 loan C.FILITTI, Principatele romdne de la 1828 la 1834, Bucharest 1934; Constantin BUSE, Comertul
exterior prin Galati sub regimul de port franc (1837-1883), Bucharest 1976; Paul CERNOVODEANU,
L' Activite des Maisons de Commerce et des Negociants loniens du Bas-Danube durant I'Intervalle
1829-1853, in Economies Méditerranéennes. Equilibres et Intercommunications, Xlle-XIXe Siécles,
Athens 1985, pp. 91-106; Idem, Relatii comerciale romano-engleze in contextul politicii orientale
a Marii Britanii (1803-1878), Cluj-Napoca 1986; Constantin ARDELEANU, Evolutia intereselor
economice si politice britanice la Gurile Dundirii (1829-1914), Braila 2008.

15 P. CERNOVODEANU, British Trade in the Danubian Ports, pp. 707-741; Constantin ARDELEANU,
Cdteva informatii cu privire la navigatia si comertul statelor italiene prin gurile Dundirii (1829-1856),
Analele Universitatii “Dunarea de Jos” din Galati 5, 2006, pp. 121-131; Cristian CONSTANTIN,
Grain market integration in the Lower Danube region (1829-1853), Epohi 27 (1), 2019, pp. 89-101.

16 The Moldavian Statute is printed, in French, in British and Foreign State Papers, vol. XXXII, London
1859, pp. 586-789.

17 Constantin ARDELEANU, International Trade and Diplomacy at the Lower Danube: The Sulina
Question and the Economic Premises of the Crimean War (1829-1853), Braila 2014, pp. 53-56.
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commercial milieu, reference should be made to Chapter V, Commerce Regulation,
which developed the stipulations of the 1829 treaty; thus, article 148 defined the
freedom of trade as the true source of prosperity.'

Brdila for Wallachia and Galati for the Moldavian Principality were termini of the in-
ternal itinerary of the agricultural goods from the plains in the meadow areas of the
Danube, Siret, and Prut Rivers. As a consequence, this study refers to the exchanges
carried out through these two ports. The Moldo-Wallachian bounty could reach the
maritime Danube ports with great difficulty, which had turned into genuine merchant
hives. The goods would be transported preponderantly by water, on various rudimen-
tary vessels, or heaped in genuine ox-carts caravans.” Railroads were still lacking
in Eastern Europe at the time. The tumult of the Levantine bazars had relocated

to the Lower Danube, and the Danube ports soon turned into a Tower of Babel.

The ‘entrepreneurial bug’ that had spread north of the Black Sea after 1774 also
contaminated the mouths of the Danube area after 1829. Daily life in the Principalities
on the Danube would hum with activity, as the Romanians would gradually give up
their Oriental idleness for the dynamism of the Western capital. Merchants from the
entire world would enquire about the cost and quality of Romanian goods.”® But,
more than anything, the price of grain was everybody’s concern.

For a foreign observer not involved in such financial speculations, the ports of the
maritime Danube may evoke the adventures portrayed in Charles Dickens’s novels. As
a matter of fact, the renowned English novelist himself visited these ports in 1855, in
the end of the ‘Organic Statutes’era:

18 John R. LAMPE, Marvin R. JACKSON, Balkan Economic History (1550-1950): From Imperial Border-
lands to Developing Nations, Bloomington 1982, passim; Keith HITCHINS, The Romanians, Oxford,
1996, pp. 58-189; Radu R. FLORESCU, The Struggle against Russia in the Romanian Principalities:
a Problem in Anglo-Turkish Diplomacy 1821-1854, 2nd edition, lasi 1997, pp. 31-36.

19 Thomas THORNTON, The Present State of Turkey... Together with the Geographical, Political and
Civil State of the Principalities Moldavia and Wallachia, London 1807, p. 398; Commercial Resources
of Wallachia and Moldavia, Portfolio 5, 1837, p. 302; Jean Henry Abdolomyne UBICINI, Provinces
d’ origine Roumaines. Valachie, Moldavie, Bukovina, Transylvanie, Bassarabie, Paris 1856; Thibault
LEFEBVRE, Etudes diplomatique et économiques sur la Valachie, Paris 1858, p. 323; lilie CORFUS,
Agricultura Tarii Romdnesti in prima jumdtate a secolului al XIX-lea, Bucharest 1969, pp. 195-251.

20 See the news series of the edition Cdldtori strdini despre Tarile Romane in secolul al XIX-lea, 1-1X,
Bucharest 2004-2015; C. ARDELEANU, International Trade and Diplomacy, pp. 95-132.

15
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“We go stumbling along the unpaved streets of Galatz by the dim light of a lantern
carried before us by a servant. The town, although the chief commercial city
of the Danubian Principalities, and numbering its inhabitants by tens of
thousands, is of course unlighted. The outward civilisation of these countries
showy as it appears, has unhappily gone no further, up to the present time, than
jewellery and patent-leather boots. Light, air, and cleanliness are at least two
generations a-head of it. [...] The silver spell succeeds. A sooty little fellow, like
a chimney-sweep, agrees to accompany me, and we go scuffling among rat-ho-
les, open sewers, sleeping vagabonds, and scampering cats down to the quag-
mire by the waters-side; and scrambling over bales of goods, and a confused
labyrinth of chains and cordage, gain the deck of the good ship Ferdinand. A ci-
gar, a joke, and a dollar, overcomes the steward’s scruples about a berth, and
I wake next morning to the rattling sound of the paddle-wheels. The boat is very
full. It is as difficult to get at the wash hand-basins as to fight one’s way to the
belle of a ball-room.””

New perspectives and analyses

In order to be able to utilise a price indicated by a certain source in the construction
of various retrospective series, the respective product’s quality (and a short
description), weight or volume and exact price should be mentioned.?> Unfortunately,
in the Romanian area, documents do not always reflect the diversity of types and
qualities of the grains on the market. Their imprecision and the many lacunae for
certain years make the attempt of establishing the evolution of these prices per
one product extremely difficult. Consequently, more scientific accuracy is required
in using these sources in order to avoid slipping into methodological and interpre-
tive errors.

Recently, there have been published two volumes which seem to bring the history
of the Moldo-Wallachian grain prices into a favourable light. On the one hand,
Constantin Ardeleanu® brings to the fore data collected by the research team coordi-
nated by Paul Cernovodeanu, while also emphasising the interest of the contemporary
international media® in the Danubian grain market; on the other hand, the second

21 Charles DICKENS, The Roving Englishman, in: Household words. A weekly journal conducted by
Charles Dickens, 33 (19 January 1856 to 12 July 1856), New York 1856, pp. 22-23.

22 David Hackett FISCHER, The Great Wave. Prices Revolutions and the Rhythm of History, Oxford -
New York 1996, pp. 117-178.

23 See details in C. ARDELEANU, International Trade and Diplomacy.

24 See Hunt's Merchants’ Magazine and Commercial Review from New York; and Portfolio from
London.
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volume? provides an overview of the entire phenomenon of the grains exported
through the mouths of the Danube (1829-1940). Ardeleanu pursues a comparative
analysis of the exports traded through the ports of the maritime Danube and through
Odessa, and manages to order the statistical series that his Romanian predecessors
elaborated based on their searches in British archives. The second book features an
effortful, thorough study aimed at presenting, as accurately as possible, the evolution
of prices from the producer to the storage of goods in the warehouses of European
ports. Also, in this latter case, it is worth mentioning the efforts made towards facilitat-
ing the access to information. The quantities found in archival or media sources in
various units of measurement have been transposed in the metric system, and the
many currencies used on the grain market in the area at the mouths of the Danube
have been converted into the hard currency of the time, the pound sterling. All these
efforts pave the way towards the ensuing analysis, which is also complemented by the
introduction of the information found in several Romanian newspapers from the first
half of the nineteenth century in the historiographic circuit.®

Economists define‘price’as the monetary reflection of the value of goods or services,
compared and correlated on the basis of quantity, quality and other criteria. Two
broad categories of prices are encountered in economic practice: supply prices (pur-
chase price, negotiated price, wholesale price, import price, importer’s delivery price,
trading company wholesale price, stock price, etc.) and selling prices (producer price,
importer price, trading company wholesale and retail price, etc.). All traders know that
prices depend on supply and demand, as well as on usefulness, quality and availabili-
ty or scarcity of the product. The analysis of the evolution of prices for a product must
also take into consideration the main functions of prices: supply/demand correlation,
calculation or measurement of expenses and outcomes, cost recovery and revenue
reimbursement, and stimulating the economic agents. Moreover, the price influences
the profit directly.”

25 See details in Cristian CONSTANTIN, Comertul cu cereale la Gurile Dundrii: integrarea pe piatd,
structuri productive si infrastructura de transport (1829-1940), Brdila 2018.

26 Reference will be made to the periodical Mercur. Jurnal comertial al portului Brailei, edited by loan
Penescu, in Braila, between 1839 and 1842.

27 Seean evolution of the perception on prices in Adam SMITH, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes
of The Wealth of Nations, Petersfield Hampshire 2007; David RICARDO, Principles of Political Econo-
my and Taxation, London 1891; Maurice J. ROCHE - Kieran MCQUINN, Grain price volatility in
a small open economy, European Review of Agricultural Economics 30 (1), 2003, pp. 77-98; Karl
Gunnar PERSSON, Mind the Gap! Transport Costs and Price Convergence in the Nineteenth Century
Atlantic Economy, European Review of Economic History 8 (2), 2004, pp. 125-147; Talis J. PUTNINS,
What do price discovery metrics really measure?, Journal of Empirical Finance 23, 2013, pp. 68-83.
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Undoubtedly, the capitalist spirits of the first half of the nineteenth century would
consider, to a great extent, the modern theoretical explanations of the components
and functions of prices. Furthermore, they would be aware of the fact that grain busi-
nesses pay off and become lucrative if carried out for a long period of time. The Danube
market was still lacking many defining elements of modern trade. For the traveller
coming from the Ottoman Empire there will follow quarantine, in one of the lazarettes
established by the authorities in lasi or Bucharest, which may last up to two weeks,
enough for him to get acquainted to and record the Romanian realities. Whether they
have a direct interest in the evolution of the local market or not, these ‘pilgrims’ soon
come into contact with the prices of local goods. Their stay, even if short-termed,
requires food consumption and the use of a currency acceptable for local merchants.
Currency exchangers are everywhere, ready to speculate the needs of a rudimentary
financial and banking market.® The first stock market in the area was to appear as late
as in 1883, in Braila.?® For the Levantine merchants that had ventured in the ports at
the Lower Danube, the costs of the terrestrial, fluvial and maritime transport of grain
would substantially increase their final price on the Mediterranean markets.*® A low
purchase price of wheat in Braila or Galati could compete against the price in Odessa.
But, from Sulina to Braila, nature would often play tricks on the navigators, increasing
freight price, which, in turn, affected the costs of the Danube grains compared to the
prices in Novorussia.’' The merchant had to take all these into account and speculate
the well-timed moment of the market.

Sinusoidal curves of prices

On 18 December 1839 (Julian calendar), a publication useful for the commercial en-
vironment of its age was launched in Brdila: ‘Mercur, jurnal comertial al portului
Brailei' ['Mercur — A Commercial Journal of the Port of Braila’]. Three months had to
pass from that Monday to the release date of the next issue, 16 March 1840 (Julian
calendar).??> Contemporaries considered the commercial journal necessary, as ‘the

28 See ample descriptions of foreign travellers who visited the maritime Danube ports in C. ARDELEANU,
International Trade and Diplomacy...

29 Gheorghe IAVORSCHI, Istoricul Bursei de cereale Brdila (1883-1948), Analele Brdilei, New series, 1,
1993, pp. 41-53.

30 C.KNICKHARLEY, Coal Exports and British Shipping, 1850-1913, Explorations in Economic History
26, 1989, pp. 311-338; Andrei EMILCIUC, The Trade of Galati and Brdila in the Reports of Russian
Officials from Sulina Quarantine Station (1836-1853), in Constantin Ardeleanu and Andreas Lyber-
atos (eds.), Port Cities of Western Black Sea Coast and the Danube: Economic and Social Development
in the Long Nineteenth Century, Corfu 2016, pp. 63-93.

31 C.CONSTANTIN, Comertul cu cereale la Gurile Dundirii..., pp. 117-122.

32 Viorel BRATOSIN, O publicatie de succes [Mercur. Jurnal comertial al portului Brdilei] falimentatd de
abonati, Magazin Istoric 39 (3), 2005, pp. 31-32.
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merchant class [had] to have their own publication, like all the other political, liberal,
and religious classes'® The editor lon Penescu outlined the general lines of the
commercial publication: ‘local and foreign news, product prices, import and export
information, state of harvest, product quality, names of all ships that come and go
through Brdila port, and the products that they import or export’ With the issuance
of the newspaper Mercur, another stringent problem of the age was partly solved, as
the editorial board would keep the traders and the general audience interested in
‘matching various European currencies with the exchange rates in our country’ The
currency exchangers had‘infested’the Lower Danube ports and were taking advantage
of the exchange rates at their will, which quickly turned them into merchants well-
-connected in the Western entrep6ts.

It is almost impossible to reconstruct any statistical series based on data provided
by the newspaper from Braila, but the two-centuries-after reader may notice the
trends of the grain market in the Black Sea area. The news included in the pages of the
gazette goes towards horizons way beyond the natural border created by the alluvia-
tion in Sulina.

March 1840 was a month characterised by stagnation. The movement in the port of
Braila proves the important traders’lack of interest in the Danubian grain throughout
that year. The total grain export (wheat and maize) in the ports of Brdila and Galati
amounted only to 1,353,325 quintals all year long,** with substantial balance in favour
of the Moldavian port. The unsatisfactory harvests of 1839 and 1840 seem to be the
reason for the low activity of the grain market at the Lower Danube. Experts consider
the two harvests low, respectively bad. Nonetheless, Braila port was animated during
those early days of March 1840 by the presence of more ships under the Ottoman flag.
These ships had arrived unloaded, in the hope of returning to Istanbul loaded with
various Romanian goods. Wheat was sold for 135 lei/ Brdila kilo, the price of high-qua-
lity maize went above 80 lei/ Braila kilo®>, and that of second-rate maize above 75 lei/
Braila kilo. Barley was sold for more than 64 lei/ Braila kilo, and millet for 34 lei/ Brdila
kilo. The goods were purchased from rural merchants directly; no purchases were
made in the entrepdts set up for the use of ships. One Braila kilo equals 6.8 hectolitres
and 510 kilograms of wheat or maize.* Judging by the conversion made a few deca-

33 Mercur. Jurnal comertial al portului Brailei, 18 December 1839 [Julian calendar], p. 1.

34 C.CONSTANTIN, Comertul cu cereale la Gurile Dundirii, pp. 107-108.

35 Old capacity measure for cereals, equal to about 680 litres in Wallachia (Brdila) and about 430 li-
tres in Moldavia (Galati); see: https://www.dex.ro/chil%C4%83 (07.09.2022) and C. CONSTANTIN,
Comertul cu cereale la Gurile Dundtii..., pp. 712-713.

36 lbidem, p.712.
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des later, one pound sterling was worth 67.20 lei at the time.%’

The newspapers do not describe 1840 as a year of outstanding trades. The ship
‘Ferdinand’ would bring from the capital of the Ottoman sultans as few as five pas-
sengers and three parcels of manufactured goods, while only six persons would
embark in Brdila.’Argos had come to anchor in Braila around 15 March, coming from
Schela Cladovei with just three passengers on board and a load of iron and seeds,
headed for Galati. In the Moldavian port, it loaded five parcels of iron and groceries
to be delivered in Rusciuc, Pest and Vienna, and boarded four passengers heading to
Turnu Severin.?®

The grain price on the Braila market significantly increased towards the end of April
1840. The improper and rudimentary conditions in which the stocks had been kept
led to splitting the two cereals mostly traded on the Danubian market into three cat-
egories. According to these categories, wheat was sold in Braila for 170, 150 and re-
spectively 140 lei/ Brdila kilo. The price of maize would go as high as 100 lei/ Braila kilo
for the first category, and 95 and 85 lei/ Braila kilo for the other two. The prices of
barley and millet were 60, respectively 42 lei/ Brdila kilo. The port was animated by
loads made on ships under Ottoman, Russian, Sardinian, and Greek flags.®

On 1 August 1840 (Julian calendar), ‘Ferdinand’laid anchor in Brdila, bringing a hand-
ful of passengers and ‘'money groups’ (cash). The exports from the Romanian ports on
the Danube at the end of July 1840 consisted of very few cereal goods, a sign of their
inexistence. Rarely are sales conducted in Turnu Severin mentioned at all.*

In the second half of August 1840 (Julian calendar), the Brdila grain market was
marked by the same quietude as in the last few weeks because of the lack of goods.
Not even one sale had been concluded around the date of 20 August 1840 (Julian
calendar). Ships were still present in the port, but no freight was paid, although it was
more than reasonable. Maize, yet to be cropped, was missing from the market, while
new wheat was selling for about 140-145 lei/ Braila kilo.*!

There are various reasons for the relatively low export of Moldo-Wallachian grains.
The Russian Protectorate over the two Romanian provinces on the Danube, the Russian
vexation of the navigation on the Sulina Channel, and the frequent occupations of the
Principalities by the armies of the three neighbouring great powers are just a few
factors determining the stagnation of the Romanian grain market, which resulted in
a trade at the mouths of the Danube which was far from its true potential.

37 Mercur. Jurnal comertial al portului Brdilei, 16 March 1840 [Julian calendar], p. 3.
38 Ibidem, 20 March 1840 [Julian calendar], p. 1.

39 Ibidem, 24 April 1840 [Julian calendar], p. 1.

40 Ibidem, 5 August 1840 [Julian calendar], 2.

41 lbidem, 25 August 1840 [Julian calendar], 1.
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From the analysis of the total amount of exports in the two ports results that Ga-
lati's best year was 1847 — £775,528 — whilst the worst was recorded in the first year of
its having received the free port status — exports amounting to just £120,213. By
comparison, for Brdila, the Wallachian gate to the West, the most productive year was
also 1847 (£1,592,944). At the opposite end is the year 1837. The total amount of ex-
portsin both ports ranges from £233,694 (1837) to a highest level in 1847 (£2,368,472).
During the first years, Galati export was superior to that in Braila, whilst the Wallachian
port gained precedence after 1840. In the most profitable year (1847), exports from
Braila amounted to more than double of the numbers recorded for Galati. An equally
spectacular situation was to be recorded in 1852, when goods amounting to £567,110
were exported through the Moldavian port, while foreign trade in Braila totaled
£916,933, 80% more than Galati.*?

Important grain exporters (but not only), Moldavia and Wallachia traded together in
1845, through the two maritime ports, goods amounting to c. 1-million pounds ster-
ling, in conditions of a ‘disastrous’ harvest. Over the next two years, improvements in
the grain production in the Danubian Principalities were recorded, but 1846 and 1847
are not the peak of the harvest recorded during the 1829-1853 interval. llie Corfus
ranks these years' harvests as ‘good; unlike the maximum of the period, 1842, when
a ‘mediocre’ export was recorded (£556,989), twice the amount recorded in 1837
(£233,694), a year with a‘low’ harvest. The phenomenon of an almost continuous in-
crease of the value of exports traded through Braila and Galati is noticeable in the
years of disastrous’ harvests (1841, 1845 and 1849), when it reached higher levels than
the ones recorded during the early years of the implementation of the ‘Organic Statu-
tes, and even than the years with a clearly superior quantitative and qualitative grain
production.”® Consequently, the trends of international trade of the two Romanian
ports were significantly influenced by the international policies concerning cereals in
the large deposit-ports.

In 1850, the freight of a quintal of grain transported from the Black Sea ports (e.g.,
Odessa) to Great Britain was of approx. 4 shillings.** For Moldo-Wallachian grains, ad-
ditional costs had to be added for the Braila/Galati - Sulina sector, reaching as much
as one third of the value of maritime freight. Before the Crimean War, the freight from
the ports of the maritime Danube to Great Britain amounted to 5-6 shillings/quintal,
and represented half the cost per quintal traded in the Romanian ports.

What is essential for studying grain trade is the price comparison for various con-

42 Commerce of the Danube, Hunt's Merchants' Magazine and Commercial Review, New-York 27 (3),
1852, p. 293.

43 |. CORFUS, Agricultura Térii Romdnesti, pp. 252-253.

44  KNICK HARLEY, Coal Exports, pp. 311-338.
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temporary markets. The price of grains on the British market amounted to an average
of £2, in the 1826-1830 interval, and in the range of £1 and 6 shillings - £1 and 8
shillings/q*, in the years 1830-70. Until 1846, Great Britain preserved the grain import
tax system according to their internal production.* By comparison, on the European
markets, grain prices ranged from 15 and 18 shillings/q in Italy in the 18261845 inter-
val, to £1 - £1 and 4 shillings/q in France (1825-1850).* In Braila and Galati (see Table
1), the wheat price recorded fluctuations between 7 and 8 shillings/q (1836-1838),
went above 10 shillings/q (1839) and set at a value of approx. 8-17 shillings/q (in the
1840s).”8 In the first years of free ports (porto-franco) status, in Braila (1836) and Galati
(1837), wheat price was approximately a quarter of the British average price and half
of the Italian one. After 1840, the grain export through the ports at the maritime Danube
continued to amount to values two or three times lower than the British and 1.5-1.8
lower than the Italian ones.”® In the fourth decade, the prices in Brdila and Galati were
below the prices in the Russian hinterland north of the Black Sea, which was, at that
time, the main grain exporter at the European level. The Romanian Principalities
must have massively exported grains ever since the 1830s, and this aspect should be
correlated with the customs tax system of Great Britain.*

For example, the year 1848 should have represented a new starting point for Danubian
trade. The abolishment of the Corn Laws in Great Britain in 1847 and the famine in
Ireland during those years did not trigger an ample and immediate process of increas-
ing the grain production in the Romanian Principalities. On the basis of some rudi-
mentary sources of the ‘Organic Statutes’ era, llie Corfus described the Wallachian
harvests of 1848 and 1850 as‘mediocre; and the one of 1849 as ‘disastrous’®>' Cropping
45 1qg=1quintal =100 kilograms.

46 The British system of import taxes was based on a mobile scale (valid from 1828 through 1846),
which made the grain traders’ profit vary depending on the price on this state’s market. When
the price of British wheat went above 73 shilling/quarter, the customs tax was of 1 shilling. If the
price was between 70 and 71 shilling/quarter, the tax went up to 10 shilling and 8 pennies; when
the price of British grain was of 52-53 shillings/quarter, the tax reached 34 shillings and 8 pen-
nies. The need for grain forced Great Britain to import quantities that were no less than 1.5 million
quintals/year. See detailed interpretations in Ulrich MENZEL, Auswege aus der Abhdngigkeit. Die
entwicklungspolitische Aktualitét Europas, Frankfurt am Main 1988, p. 442; Paul BAIROCH, Com-
merce extérieur et développement économique de I'Europe au XIX¢ siécle, Paris 1976, pp. 40-43,
190-193; Brian R. MITCHELL, International Historical Statistics. Europe 1750-2000, 5" edition,
Houndmills 2003, p. 403.

47 Bogdan MURGESCU, Romdnia si Europa. Acumularea decalajelor economice (1500-2010), lasi
2010, p. 118.

48 Paul CERNOVODEANU, Relatii comerciale romdno-engleze in contextul politicii orientale a Marii
Britanii (1803-1878), Cluj-Napoca 1986, pp. 92, 123-124, 149.

49 Michael G. MULHALL, The Dictionary of Statistics, 4" edition, London 1903, p. 149.

50 Ibidem.
51 1. CORFUS, Agricultura Tdrii Romdnesti, pp. 252-253.
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in Wallachia was carried out in 1849 and 1849 under revolutionary auspices and under
the intervention of foreign armies. Quantitatively speaking, the grain export in Braila
in 1848 amounted to only c. 45% of the one recorded a year earlier. The price was only
31% of the one obtained for trading grains in 1847.Taking 1847 as a reference year, in
1849 a regression of more than two thirds was recorded in grain quantity, and of 80%
in amounts collected from its trade.>> Considerable decline is recorded in the mean
grain selling price, which decreased by more than 30% in 1848-1852 as compared to
1847, when the maximum value on the Danubian market was set at 15 shillings/q. The
statistical data identified up to this moment do not allow a more detailed analysis.

Conclusion

Broadly speaking, foreign trade through the mouths of the Danube between 1829
and 1853 represents the transition, which began timidly at the end of the 18" century,
from the habits of the Eastern world, embodied by the sovereign power (the Ottoman
Empire), to the mechanisms of the capitalist market, visible in the ports of the Maritime
Danube through the substantial increase in the number of merchants, connected to
the movement of the market from Western entrepéts, and foreign-flagged vessels,
travelling from the Levant to purchase grain at reduced prices from the ports of Braila
and Galati.

Concretely, as can be observed in Figure 1, the wheat price in the Danubian Maritime
ports, the most traded cereals in the European entrepéts, recorded fluctuations
between 7 and 8 shillings/q (1836-1838), went above 10 shillings/q (1839) and set at
the medium value of 11-12 shillings/q (after 1840), with a maximum of 17 shillings/q
(1847/1848). The grains from the Moldo-Wallachian hinterland became attractive due
to their relatively low price, and were quickly integrated into the Mediterranean entre-
pét market, to be subsequently sent to the ports of the UK and Northern Europe.

The identification of contemporary sources which helped in creating a first tentative
statistic of the evolution of the prices of wheat and maize traded in the ports of Brdila
and Galati represents a genuine accomplishment for Romanian historiography and is,
at the same time, a marketable tool for future research. There are grounds to consider
that a work on grain prices on the Danubian market, without claims to statistically
record their annual or monthly evolution, might be possible on condition that more
researchers join forces and pursue the research collectively. | consider that such a pro-
ject might be significant for Romanian historiography, even at more than one century
from the debut of the scientific approaches to prices in European historiography.

52 P. CERNOVODEANU, Comertul britanic, pp. 635-639; P. CERNOVODEANU, British Trade in the
Danubian Ports, pp. 716-717.
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Table 1. Price of grains exported through the Danubian ports (1837-1852). Values (in
shillings/quintal)*

Product Wheat Maize

Year/ Port Galati Braila Galati Brdila
1837 7 6 4 4
1838 7 7 4 4
1839 11 6
1840 12 11 8 7
1841 11 10 7 7
1842 10 9 6 5
1843 8 8 5 5
1844 7 8 5 5
1845 11 11 6 5
1846 12 12 9 9
1847 15 14 12 12
1848 10 9 9 8
1849 11 9 8 7
1850 11 9 8 7
1851 10 8 7 6
1852 10 9 8 6

Figure 1. Evolution of the price of wheat exported from the Galati and Braila ports
(1837-1852). Values in shillings/quintal®*
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53 Paul CERNOVODEANU - Beatrice MARINESCU - Irina GAVRILA, Comertul britanic prin Galati si
Brdila intre 1837-1852, Revista de Istorie 31 (1), 1978, pp. 635-639; Paul CERNOVODEANU - Bea-
trice MARINESCU, British Trade in the Danubian Ports of Galati and Brdila between 1837 and 1853,
Journal of European Economic History 8 (3), 1979, pp. 716-717.

54 |bidem.
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Summary

This paper presents the toilsome means of reconstructing the statistical series requi-
red for studying the evolution of grain prices in the Lower Danube ports in the second
quarter of the nineteenth century. The provisions of the Russo-Turkish Peace Treaty of
Adrianople (2/14 September 1829) and the implementation of some apparently liberal
constitutional projects (the ‘Organic Statutes, 1831/1832) in Wallachia and Moldavia
by the suzerain power, Russia, created a favourable framework for the development of
the open international trade in the Romanian ports on the Lower Danube. Braila
(for Wallachia) and Galati (for Moldavia) became two centres integrated into the inter-
national grain market, whilst the rates for maize and wheat in the meadows of the
Danube, Siret and Prut Rivers represented a constant concern for foreign traders.
Recent research has allowed the identification of several sources which support the
analysis of the sinusoidal curves of the price of Romanian wheat and maize traded in
the ports of Braila and Galati.
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Abstrakt | Abstract

Rekontextualizace identifikacnich znakii a pretvoreni krajiny s jejimi prvky. Po-
zndmky a svédectvi ze slovenského venkova

Cldnek, zaméreny na slovensky venkov, poskytuje etnograficky vhled do rekontextualiza-
ce forem identifikacnich znaku a zplsobl pretvdreni krajinnych prvki v emickém a etic-
kém pojeti. Vyzkum priblizuje pohled zahranicni badatelky na vybrany kulturni terén
a skupinu. Pozornost je zaméfena na soucasné aspekty krajiny a jeji etnografické prvky,
jak byly zaznamendny in situ. Tyto prvky jsou zkoumdny ze synchronniho a chronologic-
kého hlediska.

The article, focused on the rural area in Slovakia, provides ethnographic insight into the
re-contextualizing forms of the identity marks and the ways of re-shaping the land-
scape’s elements, having emic and etic approaches. The research introduces the perspec-
tive of the non-native researcher with the selected cultural terrain and group. Attention is
directed to the contemporary aspects of the landscape and its ethnographic elements, as
they were noticed in situ; the synchronic and chronologic views of them are considered as
well,
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Slovakia; non-native outlook; landscape elements; identity; emic and etic approach
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Introduction
The key goal of the research is synchronically and diachronically revealing and inter-
preting the continuities and discontinuities of the tangible and intangible ethnographic
elements, with symbolic and real identity value, expressed on/in cultural landscapes,
providing examples from the rural areas in Slovakia. The investigation is of a non-native
researcher, who has encountered these sites for the first time. It portrays the interpre-
tation of how the ethnographic patterns build and shape the cultural landscapes on
the one hand and how the scenery and its elements are perceived by the community
on the other. Hence, | incline towards an analysis of the “specific objects or features in
aplace or landscape to which people are attached"!

Before | start my inter- and trans-disciplinary research, | will consider the historical
retrospective on the subject. In most studies of social and cultural anthropology, older
or newer, the various shaping factors on identity? and the rural character of Slovakia®
are presented, debated, emphasized, and recalled. For example, David Vaclavik asserts
“the countryside is the place preserving the origins of the Slovak identity, including for in-
stance a strong bond with traditions and religion”* While ethnographer Peter Slavkovsky
states that “the traditional culture of communities living in the countryside and in smaller
towns forms the original basis of Slovakia’s cultural heritage and by its nature belongs to
the European peasant civilization"* As follows, the village (dédina) was analysed from
different points of view, like a social space, as a lifestyle and unit of the administrative
organization,’ through the lenses of the experiments and transformations by which it
has been overpowered in the successive political regimes of varying stripes.

Historically, the Slovak ethnologist Olga Danglova, in one of her studies, remarks on
the contexts that determined the unity and the unaltered preservation of the features
of the rural community in Slovakia until the first half of the 20" century. She affirms
this situation was possible due to the harmony of housing and work (farming and
pastoralism) in the local village milieu, and to an enclosed social life and endogamy.’
According to other sources, in the second half of the 20" century, when the country
1 Maria Carmen HIDALGO - Bernardo HERNANDEZ, Place attachment: conceptual and empirical

questions, Journal of Environmental Psychology 21 (3), 2001, pp. 273-281.

2 Vladimir KRIVY - Olga DANGLOVA (eds.),'Svetrpnohych ‘MY a Ol}ll': Kplektivne identityqa suc¢asnom
Slovensku, Bratislava 2006; Gabriela KILIANOVA - Eva KREKOVICOVA - Eva KOWALSKA E (eds.), My
atidruhiv rpocjernej’spoloc“nosti. Konstrukcie a transformdcie kolektivnych identity, Bratislava 2009.

3 Zuzana BENUSKOVA et al, Tradi¢nd kultura regionov Slovenska, Bratislava 1998.

4 David VACLAVIK, Shaping the Slovak Identity and the Manifestation Thereof in the Social Icono-
sphere, HistorickélSocioIogie 2,2019, p. 39.

5 Peter SLAVKQVSKY, Agrdrna kultdra Slovenska. Premeny v Ease, Bratislava 2002, p. 160.

6  Lubomir FALTAN (ed.), Malé vidiecke sidla na Slovensku zaciatkom 21. storocia, Bratislava 2011.

7  Olga DANGLOVA, Vidiecke sidlo ako priestor identity. vyber z pripadovych studii $tyroch slovenskych
obci, Narodopisna Revue 21 (2), 2011, p. 95.
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was under the socialist regime, in remote places it was still possible to capture the
“dying pre-capitalist world of small towns and villages"? the last ones, Lubomir Liptak
defined as the basis of the Slovak “microcosmos”.

After 1940, the village opened its gates, even forced into new economic entities,
forms of landownership, and management. All these intruded “communism in the
landscape™ and urbanization of the rural settlement began to be implemented. As
well the new possibilities attract the peasants (farmers) to seasonally leave their farms
and go for work in urban areas. Thus, changes took place regarding the use and ma-
nagement of the agricultural landscapes of the villages,'® the image of the rural archi-
tecture," and the social life of the community.

The continuous line of the rurality index until the current time is confirmed by the
data provided by the United Nations that inform - 46.27 % population of Slovakia lives
in the rural area and there are about 2,749 rural municipalities.”” Nowadays, the ele-
ments of their scenery and it itself (based on the selected villages) are recontextualized
in the conditions of neoliberalism. The village and its landscapes are perceived as
a resource for sustainable development and mixed economic functions, as heritage
resources and alternative lifestyles, etc. The rural community, consisting of natives,
newcomers, or seasonal residents is in the process of passing towards the “post-pro-
ductivist transition’;'® re-evaluating the functions of the village and what it means in
the era of globalization. As well, during the first quarter of the 21 century, many rural
communities are trying to regain and reshape their unique identity by passing on and
promoting their cultural heritage elements, especially through economic and tourist
mechanisms. For example, recently, the authors’ group™ analysing four villages,
winners of the Village of the Year Competition up to 2017, focuses on the following
suggestive thematic dimensions: village as a manager, village as a host, painted
village, village as a garden, and village as a community.

Positioning at the edge of the emic and etic insight
The ethnographic contacts with the identity value brought and made by the human

8  Lubomir LIPTAK, Protirecivé strdnky modernizdcie. O slovenskej otdzke na prelome storocia, Histo-
ricka Revue 7, 1996, p. 28.
JiFi LOW - Igor MICHAL, Krajinny rdz, Kostelec nad Cernymi lesy 2003.

10 Katarina KRISTIANOVA - Jana ADAMKOVA, Slovak agricultural landscape - transition responses,
A|Z ITU Journal of Faculty of Architecture 7 (2), 2010, pp. 121-132.

11 Juraj PODOBA, Wvojstavitelstva a spésobu byvania v dedinskom prostredi'v 20. storoci, Bratislava 2011.

12 Slovak Republic, Summary Data: http://www.sodbtn.sk/obce/index_kraje.php [14.03.2023].

13 Brian W. ILBERY, The geography of rural change, London 1998.

14 Jolana DARULOVA - Katarina KOSTIALOVA - Zdena KRISKOVA, Vidiek tradicny, moderny a inspirativny.
Dedina roka. Hrusov, Dobrd Niva, Oravskd Lesnd, Spissky Hrhov, Banska Bystrica 2020.


http://www.sodbtn.sk/obce/index_kraje.php

Re-contextualizing the Identity Marks and re-shaping the Landscape and its Elements: Notes and Witnesses from rural Slovakia

behaviour in the landscape require to be considered through the lenses of both epis-
temological insights - the emic' and the etic.®

The etic vision unfolds on several theoretical interdisciplinary contributions. Building
upon my field research in rural Slovakia, | consider that this human creation, shaped
over the course of history, is carried out in close relationship with the possibilities or
lack there of provided by the local natural milieu, social and economic contexts, through

a synergy of the folk and religious practices, as well as aesthetic and artistic expressions.

These mixed cultural data build and archive the symbolic and real collective identity, its

changes, and conversions. They reveal the value of the landscape’s heritage created,

preserved, and passed on by the related cultural group. Thus, as Daniels asserts the
landscape “gives shape to the imagined community of the nation"” As well, my focus on
rural areas emerges from Susan Buggey's statement that the “traditional knowledge re-
lates contemporary cultures directly to traditional places. [...] Seeing places as markers of
identity requires looking at them through the worldview and experience of the peoples
associated with them”'® In such a way, the cultural landscape and its elements placed
under my analysis are complex phenomena with a tangible and an intangible identity.

The tangible structure and components of the landscape, like resources and natural

conditions, to which the materiality provided by manis added, as a result of capitalizing

on these tangible structures, an identity is visually expressed. This identity reflects the
culture of the group as well, which is palpable, sensory, and functionally active. The in-
tangible components arise from ideas and interactions which have an impact on the
perceptions and shaping of the landscape. These are pragmatic actions, experience,
cultural practices, and even religious beliefs closely linked to the environment and the
way it has been perceived over time. Therefore, for rural Slovakia as well, it is matching
the assertion that the “cultural landscapes mirror the cultures which created them"®

The cultural landscape should not be seen only as a tangible construct but must
also be decoded and seen beyond what the visible parts show us. Evocative for this
statement, Tim Ingold’s assertion is “to perceive the landscape is, therefore, to carry out

15 Kenneth L. PIKE, On The Emics and Etics of Pike and Harris, in: Thomas N. Headland - Kenneth L.
Pike — Harris Marvin (eds.), Emics and Etics. The Insider/Outsider Debate (Frontiers of Anthropol-
ogy), Thousand Oaks 1990, pp. 28-47.

16 Ibidem, pp. 48-61.

17 Stephen DANIELS, Fields of Vision: Landscape Imagery and National Identity in England and the
United States, Princeton 1993, p. 5.

18 Susan BUGGEY, An Approach to Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes in Canada, in: 1gor Krupnik — Rachel
Mason - Tonia Horton (eds.), Northern Ethnographic Landscapes: Perspectives from Circumpolar
Nations, Washington 2004, pp. 19-20.

19 Harald PLACHTER - Mechtild ROSSLER, Cultural landscapes: reconnecting culture and nature, in:

Bernd von Droste — Harald Plachter — Mechtild Rossler (eds.), Cultural Landscapes of Universal
Value - Components of a Global Strategy, Jena 1995, p. 15.
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an act of remembrance, and remembering is not so much a matter of calling up an inter-
nalimage, stored in the mind, as of engaging perceptually with an environment that is it-
self pregnant with the past"* In this course of ideas, it is necessary to appeal to the
opinion of geographer Jan Hromadka, who established the first classification of
landscapes in Slovakia in 1943. In his analysis of the cultural values of landscape, he
points out that the landscape “is reflected in work, culture, religion, and customs and
man’s life as the specific feature of the regional differences in sceneries’ types to outline
the image of the landscape while capturing its ‘spirit™'

As “a process by which social and subjective identities are formed"? the cultural land-
scapes are a dynamic construct; its constituents are always continuously changing,
converting, and metamorphosing. The “landscape is never passive. People engage with
it, rework it, appropriate it, and contest it. It is part of the way in which identities are created
and disputed, whether as an individual, group, or nation-state. Operating at the juncture
of history and politics, social relations, and cultural perceptions, the landscape is a concept
of high tension"# The cultural landscape on the whole, in rural Slovakia, reveals a rapid
content mutation, conflicts, and uninterrupted trials that cause various clashes, similar
to the transformations that the community faces. Insofar, Pierce Lewis affirms “our
human landscape is our unwitting biography, reflecting our tastes, our values, our aspira-
tions, and even our fears in tangible visible form”?* In such a way, the cultural landscape
is a space with multivocality and multilocality value,® emerged from the political
events, economical regimes, social changes, living experience, and even natural
hazards. These demonstrate “the landscapes reflect the complexity of people’s lives. They
are historically contingent and their mutability stems from the various ways in which peo-
ple understand them and engage with the material world"*

20 Tim INGOLD, The Perception of the Environment: Essays on Livelihood, Dwelling and Skill, London
- New York 2000, p. 189.

21 Jan HROMADKA, Vseobecny zemepis Slovenska, in: Dimitrij Andrusov - Jan Hromadka - Martin
Novacky - Jozef Babor (eds.) Slovenska vlastiveda |, Bratislava 1943, pp. 83-332; Jan OTAHEL,
Landscape and Landscape Research in Slovakia, Belgeo. Revue Belge de Géographie. Landscape
Research in Europe 2-3, 2004, pp. 337-346.

22 William J.T. MITCHELL (ed.), Landscape and Power, Chicago 1994 [2002], p. 1.

23 Alan BARNARD - Jonathan SPENCER (eds.), Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology,
London - New York 2005, p. 488.

24 Lewis PIERCE, Axioms for Reading the Landscape: Some Guides to the American Scene, in: Donald W.
Meinig - John B. Jackson (eds.), The Interpretation of Ordinary Landscapes, New York 1979, p. 12.

25 Margaret C. RODMAN, Empowering Place: Multilocality and Multivocality, American Anthropologist.
New Series 94 (3), 1992, pp. 640-656; Bradley S. JORGENSEN - Richard C. STEDMAN, Measuring the
Spatial Component of Sense of Place: AMethodology for Research on the Spatial Dynamics of Psychological
Experiences of Places, Environment and Planning B. Planning and Design 38 (5), 2011, pp. 795-813.

26 Christopher TILLEY - Kate CAMERON DAUM, An Anthropology of Landscape: The Extraordinary in
the Ordinary, London 2017, p. 10.
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The ethnographic individuality of the communities generates an emic approach to
their cultural facts related to their space and natural environment. For example, in
a volume focused on northern landscapes, the authors build their discourse around
the term ethnographic landscape, which “includes the physical landscapes that have
a great value to indigenous people, reflected in their associated myths, stories, rituals,
and spiritual practices"* The Ethnography Programme of the National Park Service in
the USA emphasizes the ethnographic values of the landscape, formulating the term
of ethnographic landscape as an emic concept. It is considered to be “a relatively
contiguous area of interrelated places that the members of contemporary social groups
define as meaningful because it is inextricably and traditionally linked to their own local
or regional histories, cultural identities, beliefs, and behaviours"? As well, these peculiar-
ities are revealed by the ethnic landscapes, defined as “areas perceived by one or seve-
ral ethnic groups in a distinct way. This perception is frequently connected to the charac-
teristics of the area, which are the result of activities and interactions of human and
natural factors”?

Starting from the assertions mentioned above, my analysis occupies a middle posi-
tion between the etic and the emic approach. Kenneth L. Pike asserts “an emic unit is
a physical or mental item or system treated by insiders as relevant to their system of beha-
viour and as the same emic unit is spite of etic variability”*° Within the article, it is operat-
ed with examples of empirical materials that reflect how ethnographic contents are
included and related to the landscape from the perspective of the native people that
have created and performed them. Complementarily, this relationship is analysed in
an etic way by me, the researcher, who is also an outsider to the analysed sites and
cultural group. Thus, my approach resonates as well with Marvin Harris' statement,
that: "to ignore the special interests and motivations of scientific outsiders is surely to mi-
srepresent the emics of the scientific tradition. It is for this reason that the emics of the ob-
server must be categorically distinct from the emics of the participants and that is precise-
ly why we need the term etics as well as emics". *'

27 Igor KRUPNIK - Rachel MASON - Susan BUGGEY, Introduction: Landscapes, Perspectives, and Na-
tions, in: I. Krupnik - R. Mason - T. Horton (eds.), Northern Ethnographic Landscapes, p. 1.

28 Michael J. EVANS - Alexa ROBERTS - Peggy NELSON, Ethnographic Landscapes, CRM. People and
Places. The Ethnographic Connections 24 (5), 2001, p. 54.

29 Johannes GNADINGER - Dora DREXLER et al., Ethnische Landschaften — Ein neuer Ansatz zur Anal-
yse, zum Schutz und zur Entwicklung traditioneller Kulturlandschaften, in: Landschaftsokologie:
Grundlagen, Methoden, Anwendungen. Laufener Spezialbeitrdge, Laufen 2011, p. 137.

30 K.L.PIKE, On The Emics and Etics, p. 28.

31 lbidem, p.49.
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Research methods and data used

The cultural diversity of Slovakia and the cultural pieces of the landscape demands an
investigation by using them for recovering and rebuilding the cultural past of the com-
munity, to objectively read the character of the contemporary times on the field. As pri-
mary sources, empirical data (interviews, field diary notes, comments, photographs)
registered during field research were used and interpreted through theoretical lenses.

As the main way of working, the multi-situated ethnography method was applied.
It gave me fruitful results and advantages for comparing and describing the ethno-
graphic elements of the cultural landscape and it as a whole, for establishing the cul-
tural structure and ways, through which the regional and local identity is reflected.
This method was useful in implementing, because “some forms of literal, physical pres-
ence, with an explicit, posited logic of association or connection among sites"** Accord-
ingly, ethnographic field research was conducted during of September, October 2020
- April, May and June 2021, in eight villages.

These are Velké Levare (Malacky District, Bratislava Region) situated in the eastern
part of the country; Ci¢many (Zilina District and Region) placed in northern part on
Mala Fatra Mountain; Podbiel and Oravsky Biely Potok (Tvrdosin District, Zilina Re-
gion), in the north, on Fatra Mountain; Vlkolinec (Ruzomberok District, Zilina Region)
is situated in the central part of the country between the mountains of Velkd Fatra and
Nizka Fatra; the villages of Osturna and Zdiar (Kezmarok District, Pre3ov Region) are in
the northeast, on Spi$skd Magura Mountain; Spania Dolina (Banska Bystrica District
and Region) in the central part of the country on Nizka Fatra; and Brhlovce (Levice
District, Nitra Region) in the central-south part of Slovakia in the eastern extremity of
the Slovak Ore Mountains (Slovenské rudohorie).

| have chosen these rural sites because here, the mechanism and modalities of how
the people give and receive the multifunctionality of/to landscape, convert and adapt
its value, elements and resources can be pursued. The selected sites answer as well at
the questions: How is the‘rural idyll’ perceived?* Is it a rebirth, as an ambivalent mech-
anism of returning to the roots and identity, of escaping from urban life, and of eco-
nomic touristic benefits?

In-depth interviews with various informants were carried out. They were selected in
order to be representatives of the various ages and education profiles. Therefore, the
interviewees were women and men, around group ages of 20 and 75 years old. The
mcus, Ethnography in/of the World System: The Emergence of Multi-Sited Ethnogra-

phy, Annual Review of Anthropology 24, 1995, p. 105.
33 Michael BUNCE, Reproducing Rural Idylls, in: Paul J. Cloke (ed.), Country Visions, Harlow 2003, pp.

14-30; David BELL, Variations on the Rural Idyll, in: Paul J. Cloke - Terry Marsden - Patrick H.
Mooney (eds.), Handbook of Rural Studies, London 2006, pp. 149-160.
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young group under 30 years old were in their last stages of finishing their university
studies or were already engaged. The group of late middle age finished superior
studies and were working in various educational, cultural, and tourist-leisure positions
in their native villages. The interviewees of late adulthood were retired persons. The
field data was interpreted considering the scientific contributions on the subjects as
the tangible and intangible culture, ethnic and cultural identity, cultural landscape,
rural area, etc., appeared in various local and broader academic publications. The
method of working with administrative, geomorphologic, and ethnographic maps
was implemented for establishing the sites and the local and regional visit routes, to
extract data about the historical, natural, and cultural attributes of the communities
and their habitat.

The critical and comparative ethnographic interpretation was applied to the identi-
fication, and understanding of the natural, historical, and social contexts in which the
cultural practices emerged, evolved, and metamorphosed. | used the field diary for
noting the field observations, data about informants, and villages researched. To catch
the ethnographic features of the community, the methods of visual anthropology
(photography and video recorder) were applied.

Examples, notes, and results from the situ

| will give more examples of ethnographic prints from four circles in the rural sites, and
I will in such a way shape, or outline, their cultural landscapes. The traces will be
synthetically analysed, emphasizing the identity value that they have retained or was
offered to them over time. The prints are interconnected and associated with influen-
tial historical events, economic processes, reforms, and administrative plans, the con-
version and adaptation of the social and cultural practices, mythologization or de-
-mythologization of the ideas, beliefs, and narratives. Through them, the community
inherits its identity, imprints it, and passes it on.

The first examples consist of buildings with various functions. British sociologist
Barbara Adam says, “the landscape is a chronicle of life and dwelling";** and in this sense,
reading the design arrangement of the village, analysing and correlating its elements,
we discover and understand the cultural layers of its social structure; we observe and
interpret the relationships established between the local community and its living
environment and the attachments that link each other.

A chronologic retrospective of the built infrastructure arrangement leads me to
several references. Looking historically at the pre-industrial period, | exemplify the
house and household, the church, the inn, the school, and the shelters inside and

34 Barbara ADAM, Timescapes of Modernity: The Environment and Invisible Hazards, London 1998, p. 54.
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outside of the built-up area of the village. The cultural-natural correspondences were
highlighted by demographic and social processes (e. g. the settling of the colonists,
Wallachian colonization), ethnic preferences, and the morphology of the terrains, as
Rastislava Stoli¢na mentions.®

In the 19% and 20" centuries, schools and administrative edifices, warehouses,
sports grounds, etc. were included in the rural settlements. In the second half of the
20™ century, collectivization led to the construction of the co-operative yards called
“JRD". These entities changed the economic structure of the village and gave new
forms of employment to its inhabitants. As | have seen, this built environment is not
just “the physical expression of the organization of space - a spatial organization made
visible"¢ it is the result of political and economic ideologies.

Coming back to the present, based on eyewitness accounts during my stay in Oravsky
Biely Potok, Bardejovské Kupele, Brhlovce, Velké Levare, | noticed the following. The
main road of the village, the municipal building, the bus stations, the church, the
markets, postal office are the key indicative and referential points, and they configure
the tissue of the landscape. The local marketplace located in the centre of the village,
stores, and bars, placed in the headquarters of the former shops or in new small build-
ings ensure the consumption needs of the residents. The remains of the former agri-
cultural cooperatives, farms, schools can be seen; as well as other various unused
buildings. In some localities, the manor house has been transformed into a local
museum of history and ethnography, under state or private management. In other
villages, for example in Velké Levare, the mansion was for a long time a psychiatric
hospital, and today the building is abandoned. Other rural edifices have poor archi-
tectural conditions, which shape a dramatic and depressive image of the landscape.

Referring to the building culture in rural areas in Slovakia, Juraj Podoba asserts that
“in the process of overlaying several different building subcultures, the always younger,
newer subculture in a way denied the architectural character of the historically older
group and pushed it out of the settlement..."3 Appropriate evidence for this statement,
as I noticed during my research, is the hybridized arrangement of the houses inside of
the village. According to certain rules, their design is dictated by modern elements,
utility, or by principles of proximity. The old buildings (the remains of the traditional
houses) preserve the aesthetic image and have memorial and patrimonial value (Fig-

35 Rastislava STOLICNA, LokdlIna a regiondina identita ako predpoklad uchovania kultirneho dedic-
stva (Reflexia pred vstupom Slovenska do Eurdpskej tnie), Etnologické rozpravy 1, 2004, pp. 34-35.

36 Amos RAPOPORT, Spatial Organization and the Built Environment, in: Tim Ingold (ed.), Companion
Encyclopedia of Anthropology, London — New York 1994, p. 470.

37 Juraj PODOBA, Medzi tradiciou a nivelizdciou: zdnik regiondlneho domového typu, Etnologické
rozpravy 4 (1-2), 1997, p. 29.
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ure 1). They are the last evidence of the past genius loci that binds the locals to their
native family history. They diachronically and materially express the attachment of
people to place contextualized in all three states of being inside something, formulat-
ed by Edward Relph “behavioural’, “empathetic’, and “existential

Figure 1. Haban dwellings in Vel'ké Levare museographically preserving the Hutterite culture.
Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2022.

I noticed the concurrent presence of investments in the modernization of houses,
but also the refurbishment and the repair of the old ones. It is observed the renovation
and transformation of the old residences into holiday and tourist houses by the locals
and by the new urban comers and cottagers (e.g., Ci¢many, Podbiel, Osturia and
Zdiar, Spania Dolina- see Figure 2 and 3). The dwellings metamorphosed with visible
architectural interventions inspired or not by traditional decor are in the core of the
village, in the same row as the homesteads of the inhabitants. The attractiveness of
such interventions in the habitat is almost always favoured by the scenery, which
provides resources and mechanisms of returning to the roots through the prism of
the new eco-lifestyle and business.

38 Edward RELPH, Place and Placelessness, London 1976, p. 50.
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Figure 2. Guest Houses in Zdiar retaining the aesthetics patterns of the local architecture.
Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.
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Figure 3. Hybridized architectural elements of the cottage houses, Ci¢many village.
Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.
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As well, new forms of construction like halls, small factories, workshops, etc. have en-
tered the landscape of villages, especially on their outskirts. These are the effect of small
entrepreneurs'initiatives, of state or foreign investments aimed at capitalizing on the local
resources (e.g., platforms for wood processing (logging - e.g., Podbiel), food processing),
and job creation for locals. In such a way the new rurality shapes and upgrades the new
image of the village, which “brings changes in the lifestyle of rural communities, as well as
different patterns and deepening specialisations in the settlement system”>

The function of the villages is changing, the transition from agricultural to tourist
one, which involves recent forms of resources, aimed at meeting the needs of locals,
newcomers, and tourists. Thus, the locals perceive the rural landscape as a dynamic
environment. It is involved in a continuous process of design and reconfiguration of
its structure, and its building elements are adaptable to their new forms of use, like
leisure, consumption, and economic capitalization of the heritage, developing cultur-
al and food tourism, and ecotourism. These settings show ambivalent realities, such as
the economic and social progress or stagnation within the community, and active or
broken work relations that lead to the functional conversions of the landscape.

Other examples, which | will give, the buildings with spiritual functions are, like the
chapel, the church and the church square, the bell tower, the road crosses, the col-
umn shrines, the statues of saints, the devotional pillars, and the space of the ceme-
tery. The majority of them have an active spiritual functionality and confirm the reli-
giousness of the locals. The sacred buildings communicate several tangible features
of the village, like the planning network of the locality, the position of the oldest and
the newest neighbourhoods that are arranged around them, and the specific church
architectural styles. Among the intangible features, | noticed the denomination/s of
the inhabitants, the local history, the civic pattern of inter- and intra-relational ties of
the locals with the members of the same community or with the neighbouring vil-
lage, social norms, and the character of kinship relations. For example, based on at-
tending the Liturgy officiated in the Orthodox Church (Bardejovské Kupele village)
on the occasion of The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, on 27 September
2020, I noted temporary ritual and ceremonial practices, forms of devotion, religious
folklore shared by the local community. Consequently, the sacred buildings are archi-
tectural and aesthetic testimonies of the religious identity and of the moral values of
the inhabitants, and of witness as to how they relate symbolically and magically to
the inhabited space.

39 Hana HORAKOVA, Modern rurality, neoliberalism, and utopias: the anthropologist's account, in:
Hana Horakova - Andrea Boscoboinik - Montserrat Soronellas (eds.), Utopia and Neoliberalism.
Ethnographies of Rural Spaces, Berlin 2018, p. 16.
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Both in the villages from the upland and lowland regions of the country these
sacral buildings are intimately associated with local stories, legends, beliefs; they are
part of the village’s sacred space. In my fieldwork, | noticed in Brhlovce the commu-
nity space is protected by various crosses carved in stone, having unique craft beau-
ty. One of these crucifixes can be seen at the border with Zemberovce village (Figure
4). In the cemetery, stone crosses and tombstones with different carved, scribbled,

Figure 4. Stone cross on the villages' border. Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.

and incised decorations and ornaments are arranged. A small sacral building, the
stone chapel, built in 1907, is placed at the crossroads, near the Roman Catholic
Church. In Ci¢many village, stations of worship consisting of a statue of the Virgin
Mary and a candle are placed at the side of the roads. Copper and wooden Crucifix-
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ions, and devotional pillars with the image of Jesus and the Virgin Mary are present
at crossroads, near roads in Spania Dolina.

Zuzana Benuskova specifies the historical factors and conditions for spreading sa-
cred buildings and mentions the role of crafts’ guilds in the emergence or borrowing
of the ecclesiastical architectural styles. Summing up, we quote the following: Catholi-
cism, especially since the period of re-Catholicization in the 17" and 18" centuries,
has conditioned the expansion of the cult of saints. In the upper Orava, in the vicinity
of Trnava and Zahorie, but also in other areas of Slovakia, statues of saints, the Passion
of Christ, and chapels are present.** The wooden sacral architecture, which includes
churches, wooden bell towers also called Hussite (husitské), are widespread especially
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Figure 5.The church from the village of Zboj, Snina district exhibited in the Sari$ Museum in Bardejov.
Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.

in Liptov, Turiec, Gemer and Novohrad regions with a more pronounced representa-
tion of Protestant Christians.* The wooden churches called cerkva, are one of the
specific cultural manifestations of the churches of the Eastern Rite dating from the 16'"
to the 20™ centuries. Their creators — carpenters and painters — were locals, but they

40 Zuzana BENUSKOVA, Religiozita a medzikonfesiondlne vztahy v lokdlnom spolocenstve, Bratislava
2004, p. 26.
41 Ibidem, p. 29.
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Figure 6. A Detvian Cross in Zvolen. Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.
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also came from Galicia, Carpathian Ruthenia, and Moldova* as Zuzana Benuskova
points out (see Figure 5).

It is necessary to remind the creative originality of the Detvian crosses within the
surroundings of Podpolanie Region, which | saw during fieldwork. These artifacts of
folk art are the result of a local handicraft talent. They are carved in oak wood, with
simpler or more compound ornaments, with geometric and vegetal motifs, with
complex notches, and painted in several colours or monochromes. Being placed at
crossroads, cemeteries, the crosses preserve the pre-Christian and Christian beliefs of
the local community; they fit harmoniously with the environment, displaying an out-
standing image of it (Figure 6).

The economic activities shape a certain type of seasonal dynamics, the rhythm
of daily life, and aesthetic and qualitative changes in the scenery. The locals are the
catalysts, the bearers, and the image of the occupations they carry out. They under-
stand the landscape, as Tim Ingold asserts as “the taskscape in its embodied form”*

| specify the following notes for synchronically and chronologically analysing the
elements. For example, until the 19" century, the villages in Stredné Povazie and
Kysuce Region (the northwest part of Slovakia) dealt with agriculture, cattle and sheep
breeding, and wirework; the inhabitants of Liptov Region with the mining, masonry;
the occupation marks of the Turiec Region’s villagers were oil-makers and herbal-heal-
ers, etc.* The inhabitants of Zdiar were engaged in agriculture, herding and logging.
In the same region on the Spisska Magura, the inhabitants of Osturia, “in addition to
agriculture and shepherding, animal husbandry, made wooden agricultural tools and
19%-century cloth. Embroidery, weaving linen, making carpets, and sewing moccasins —
these were activities that the inhabitants carried out until the middle of the 20" century”*
In the past, the vital occupations of the inhabitants largely revealed the identity of the
locality, an identity established by the locals themselves, and conferred by the neigh-
bours. Related activities prove the autarchic economic character of the small commu-
nities. Types of activities left their mark on the typology of the village, the architecture
of the house and the household, in the design of the surrounding landscape. Their
content faded in the landscape during the collectivization in the second half of the
20% century. While the post-war reality from rural Slovakia and the changes in scenery
urges me to make a“historical recovery of ideologies"*®

42 Ibidem, p. 33.

43 Tim INGOLD, The Temporality of the Landscape, World Archaeology 25 (2), 1993, p. 162.

44 7.BENUSKOVA et al., Tradi¢nd kulttra regiénov Slovenska.

45 Maria USAKOVA, Osturna - rezerwat zabytkowego budownictwa ludowego na Stowacji, Ochrona
Zabytkdéw 40 (4), 159, 1987, p. 290.

46 Alan R. H. BAKER - Gideon BIGER, /deology and Landscape in Historical Perspective: Essays on the
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As is known, technological progress and the mechanization of the work process and
intensification of agricultural production during the socialist regime altered the Slovak
village and the surrounding natural environment. New elements have entered the
arrangement of the rural landscape, which had to respond to the socialist economic
progress, such as the animal farms (cattle, pigs) and birds, and vegetable gardens
within the JRDs. The presence or the ruins of these infrastructures can be still seen in
the settlements. After collectivization the structure of small-size plots of fields and
meadows was replaced by large fields of arable land; the proportion of meadows and
natural vegetation on the meadows and balks dropped,” the river banks were
strengthened, drained, and irrigated to provide space for the construction of new ur-
ban areas, transportation corridors for collectivized intensive agriculture* for industri-
al and technical structures, and the surface mining of minerals.*

After 1989, the de-collectivization of agricultural cooperatives began and as result,
many family farms were created, or alternatively, the “land was leased by large business-
es, which have gradually taken over the failing cooperatives as well"*® As a consequence,
the shifting from a planned economy to a market one, and the changing of the own-
ership status on the land gave new economic, social, and ecological meaning to the
landscape. Concurrent globalist trends, sustainable use, and management of resources
affect the rural community in Slovakia as well. The capitalization and use of alternative
energy resources show its traces on the inner areas and outskirts of localities, where
isolated or cluster solar panels are placed (e.g., Podbiel). As well, the appearance of
this modern rurality, which is characterized “by a diversity of local economies, identities,
and lifestyles’”' implies a current adaptation and re-enactment of the natural,
economic, social, and cultural resources grounded on local practices and habits.

For example, the local people in Sebechleby (Hont Region) dealt with agriculture
and grapevine cultivation. So, as a result of this activity, the landscape was modelled
with a complex of cellars carved in stone as well as wine cellars.>? In Zemplin Region

Meanings of Some Places in the Past, Cambridge 1993, p. 3.

47 Jan FERANEC - Gerard W. HAZEU - Susan CHRISTENSEN - Gabriel JAFFRAIN, Corine land cover
change detection in Europe (case studies of the Netherlands and Slovakia), Land Use Policy 24 (1),
2007, pp. 234-247.

48 Olah BRANISLAV - Martin BOLTIZIAR - Igor GALLAY, Transformation of the Slovak Cultural
Landscape Since the 18" Century and its Recent Trends, Journal of Landscape Ecology 2 (2),
2009, p. 45.

49 J. OTAHEL, Landscape and Landscape Research in Slovakia, p. 341.

50 David KOSTLAN, Hospoddrsky vyvoj v malych obcich, in: Lubomir Faltan (ed.), Malé vidiecke sidla
na Slovensku zaciatkom 21. storodia, Bratislava 2011, p. 172.

51 H.HORAKOVA, Modern rurality, neoliberalism, and utopias, p. 11.

52 Maria MEDVECKA, Rezerwaty architektury ludowej na Stowacji, Ochrona Zabytkéw 40 (4), 159,
1987, p. 287.
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the viticultural landscapes are materialized by underground corridors, wine cellars
located on tuff slopes.> The tradition in viticulture is the heritage on the basis of which
places with beautiful wine routes were formed over time, like the ones of the
Carpathians, Zahoria, Nitra, Hontian, and Tokaj.>* In my field research, this evidence of
the wine culture was noticed in Brhlovce as well. Here, the underground spaces carved
in the rock, of which some are still used for living and some are utilized for wine
production and storage cellars (Figure 7).

i : il
Figure 7. Cellars for the storage of potatoes. Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.

In fieldwork, carried out in Spania Dolina (Banska Bystrica District), situated in the
south part of the Low Tatras, the surviving traces can still be observed indicating
that the inhabitants had a long tradition of mining copper ore and copper factories,
which was active until the end of the 19™ century. This peculiarity has influenced
the architecture of the dwelling, organization of the interior space, and shaping of
the household structure, and as a result, ‘the Miners” houses were created. Nowa-
days, these features were converted into decorative and aesthetic tools, giving the

53  Z.BENUSKOVA et al., Tradi¢nd kultira regiénov Slovenska, pp. 227-228.
54 Eva SEVCIKOVA, Malokarpatsky regién - vyuzitie tradicii v rozvoji regiénu a turizmu, Etnologické
Rozpravy 2, 2005, p. 131.
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landscape a tourist and leisure aspect. The combination of the whitewashed walls
of the houses with the black wooden architectural elements (small windows, doors)
and the galleries with pillars gives an air of refinement and elegance to the dwell-
ings. The proper placement and use of outdoor wooden “storage spaces”reflect the
prudence and good handling of the topographic character of the place. The land-
scape of the village is intersected by small canals and pipelines for water supply,
suggestive of its mining past.

Another example are the artificial water reservoirs called tajchy>> in the Banska
Stiavnica Region. They were built from the 16t to the 19* centuries and are connect-
ed by tunnels. They were needed for supplying the mining processes with water and
energy. These anthropogenic reservoirs with technical and economic utility imposed
the rethinking of the ways of using the features of the lands, like actions of deepening
the valleys and digging. Starting with the end of the 19" century-beginning of the
20™ century, with the decrease of the mining activity, the role of these basins de-
creased too. In time they become barriers against floods; a part of them are sources
of potable water, fish farming, etc.,* and more recently they are perceived as places
of technical heritage sites and used for recreational activities due to their beautiful fit
within the landscape.

Additionally, in relation to a mining environment and activity, some beliefs and
spirits have appeared like permonik, a long time ago. In the faith of the locals, they
were considered to be small people, like elves, who appeared in the mines and the
mountains showing the miners the veins and good places to dig. Also, according to
folkloric sources, the permoniki have shown the treasure to the miners with a noble
heart. In such a case the permoniki help them in their work. While wicked men are led
by them into the abyss of the mines. These anthropomorphic figures also love young
people who live a pure life. And at their wedding, the permoniki demand an empty
seat, and the young people give them plenty of food and drink. For this, the permoniki
give them tallow in their lamps.”” Nowadays, this mythological being enriches the
folklore related to the main occupation of the region.

The pastoral culture that was and still relatively characterizes the villages in the high
part of Slovakia: Orava, Liptov, Spi$ Regions (e. g. in my field research - Osturiia) has
inspired the production and promotion of craft goods (Figure 8), that became not just
markers of one village or region, but they are considered ethnographic national sym-
55 From the German word der Teich (a pgnd). ] ]

56 Marian LICHNER - Elena KASIAROVA - Jan NOVAK, Banskostiavnické tajchy,
Banska Bystrica 2005, p. 32, 106.

57 Pavol DOBSINSKY, Prostondrodne obycaje, povery a hry slovenské. Tlacou knihtla¢. Ucastindr Spolku,
Tur¢iansky Svéty Martin 1880, p. 114.
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bols. For example, | mention the wooden vessel-cup called ¢rpdk, the shepherd axe 45
valaska, the fujara, etc. In this sense, the ‘revival of material production - as Zdena
Kriskova asserts - is a solid pillar of the identity. There are various festivals of tradition-
al crafts, days dedicated to specific products, but also the presentation of traditional

Figure 8. Craft products of the shepherd's axe valaska and wicker baskets. Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2020.
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jobs (the days of bryndza, the days of grulove, the days of drevorubacské, the days of

furmanské).>® Thus, the material evidence of the past activities printed on the land-

scape is used for contributing to human well-being,*® and to re-articulate the aesthet-
ic landscape values.®

The intangible elements consist in the ephemeral traces of the calendar feasts and
customs, social community festivities, beliefs and knowledge about nature and the
universe, ritual and ceremonial practices, folklore, etc., on the landscape. The exam-
ples, provided by me were selected to be interconnected with the tangible culture
and natural environment. Assigning the preindustrial patterns, the people used the
ritual props believing in their magical power and their actions performed in a chosen
time and place. Adopting a ritualized behaviour and a familiar or community social
framework, the individuals have included the resources of the landscape and it entire-
ly as “part of the ritual process”'

In the socialist period, modifications of way of behaving in relation to calendar hol-
idays have happened. For example, the celebration of cooperative harvest festivals
was adopted, like the picking of grapes, the end of the gathering of sugar beet and
corn, end of sheep pasture season, the feast of the fish. Many of them were celebrated
at the headquarters of the JRDs, causing in such a way the transgression of the signif-
icance and place, for what and where the holiday is celebrated. Therefore, the social
and professional identification with the local co-operative appeared in the feeling of
belonging of the inhabitants. Also, during this period, dance parties were organized in
the culture houses. These were not just buildings as foci of the socialist regime; they
functioned as social adjusters for creating a collective identity and type of belonging
to a social community.

In my outcomes, based on the field observation, and discussion with the residents,
| chose several ethno-folkloric practices, whose functions have transgressed in recent
decades to other forms like leisure, festivalization, commercialization, or some of
them have lost many of their original features. They attach people to the place through
58 Zdena KRISKOVA, Ekologicko-kultdrne aspekty tradi¢nej vyroby a identita, Etnologické Rozpravy 20

(1-2),2013, p. 162.

59 Brenda Maria ZODERER - Erich TASSER - Steve CARVER - Ulrike TAPPEINER, An Integrated Method
for the Mapping of Landscape Preferences at the Regional Scale, Ecological Indicators 106, 2019,
Art. 105430.

60 Uta SCHIRPKE - Erich TASSER - Ulrike TAPPEINER, Predicting Scenic Beauty of Mountain Regions,
Landscape Urban Planning 111, 2013, p. 1-12; Uta SCHIRPKE - Florian TIMMERMANN - Ulrike
TAPPEINER - Erich TASSER, Cultural Ecosystem Services of Mountain Regions: Modelling the Aesthet-
ic Value, Ecological Indicators 69, 2016, p. 78-90.

61 Howard MURPHY, Landscape and the Reproduction of the Ancestral Past, in: Eric Hirsch — Michael

O'Hanlon (eds.), The Anthropology of Landscape. Perspectives on Place and Space, Oxford 1995, p.
197.
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emotion and ritual behaviours, produce memories and develop intangible connec-
tions that preserve the sense of belonging.

For example, at the spring equinox ceremonies, groups of girls still execute the
straw silhouette, called Mo(a)rena, Marmu(o)riena, Muriena, as well Smrt, Hejhana,
Kyselica (the male version is called Dedko). According to tradition, this substitute of
the human figure made from sheaves of straw, hemp, pieces of wood and dressed
in women'’s clothes, mythologically has symbolized the female divinity associated
with death, disease, night, and winter. One narrative in the ethnographic fieldwork
tells that this figure “was carried by young girls (teenagers) out of the village, where it
was burned and drowned in the stream. After this ritual death, the girls returned to the
village and sang carols. In return, they have received eggs, flour, or money to prepare
the funeral feast” - Eva narrates, a woman of fifty. Today this habit is more performed
as an act of revitalization, being staged by pupils under the guidance of teachers
within curricular activities.

On 1 May, the ‘Maypole' tree decorated with colourful ribbons is erected at the
house gate, in the middle of the village or the main square to protect the community
from evil spirits, illnesses, and decorative purposes. According to the most spreader
practice, in the past, this expression of vegetal hierophany was placed by the lad in
front of the girl’s home, near the window to show his interest in her. The beauty of the
tree shows the prestige of the young man and was an honour for the girl.5* A young
man from Oravsky Biely Potok (Tvrdosin District, Zilina Region) told me, that in the
spring of 2021, he and his friends brought decorated trees to the houses of girls from
his settlement and the neighbouring village, in Podbiel. The girl, to whose house
they were going to go, was chosen to take into account the fact that she was liked by
or had a relationship with one of the boys in the group. The young man states that
this custom is alive in the village and the young people practice it to have fun. When
| visited these two villages for the second time, on 16-25 May, the numerous decorat-
ed trees could be seen erected at the gate or near the door of the girl’s house (Figure
9). Also, on my train journey through the villages of the Liptov region, such trees
could be seen as well. These arose above the heights of the houses, creating an
iconographic image of the landscape. In some villages, this tree was erected in the
kindergarten or school' yard, and community centre (e.g., Velké Levare), or as evi-
dence of tradition preserving in the UNESCO protected settlements (e.g., Vlkolinec).
The fact shows the shift from common practice and makes this ritual object into
a subject of heritage education.

62 Jan BOTIK - Peter SLAVKOVSKY (eds.), Encyklopedia Ludovej Kultury Slovenska, Vol. 2, Bratislava 1995.
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Figure 9. Maypole, erected at household’s gate, Oravsky Biely Potok, Orava Region.
Photo: © Dorina Dragnea 2021.
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On the night of the feast of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist (23-24 June), the
pre-Christian custom of celebrating the summer solstice and the sun has been pre-
served, by burning the so-called St John’s Fires (Janske Ohne - the Midsummer Bon-
fire). In the past, the people threw burning brooms and torches up into the air, as an
imitation of the storm needed to develop vegetation and ensure a wealthy harvest.
These midsummer fires were lit to protect against evil spirits. In the past, “the fires were
burned on elevated places, on hills, on slopes, or even on sticks and on hills by shepherds
and on mountains by loggers"®* Nowadays, the fires lit on this day are occasions for
community members to meet in a symbolic space within or outside of the village.
During the ritual, the locals and their relatives, the young people socialize, have fun,
and renew and validate their social relationships. Saint John’s Fires are organized by
folkloric groups with the financial support of the public authorities. The feast is like
a spectacle, consisting of recitals of songs sung by women, dances around the fire,
and jumps over it made by men.

These folkloric traditions express a synergetic construct, that initially began their
roots in mythological beliefs and deities which were subsequently integrated into
part of the Christian customs. Their function has also shifted from utility and practice,
still closely linked to faiths, to concerns and tools for returning to the identity and
cultural affirmation of the contemporary rural communities.* Examples in this sense
are the Fujara Festival in Ci(“:many (Zilina region), The Folklore Festival Podrohdcske fol-
klérne held in the village of Zuberec and in the Museum of the Orava Village. Another
example is the Hontian Parade Festival, which is organized by the village of HruSov
(Banska Bystrica Region) since 1996.

The regional and local communities are trying to recover these cultural practices by
promoting them as an economic, social, and cultural good. It is necessary to mention
that the features of ritual and ceremonial facts have been filtered by globalization
trends. This phenomenon is happening as well as a result of the aging of the rural
population and depopulation, of the migration vectors towards the main cities or
abroad, the adoption of the urban lifestyle in rural areas that ensure comfort and ac-
cess to goods, the attempt of the young generation to get rid of the feeling of provin-
cialism, etc. However, the identity built by them remains an instrument for adapting
the individuals into the cultural global convergence and finding himself/herself in
a culture familiar to them, and that can offer them a feeling of security.

63 Pavol SOCHAN, Svéitojdnske ohne na Slovensku, Bratislava 2015.
64 See more at J. DARULOVA - K. KOSTIALOVA - Z. KRISKOVA, Vidiek tradicny, moderny a inipirativny.
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Conclusion

In the article, the continuities and discontinuities of the tangible and intangible
ethnographic elements, with symbolic and real identity values, expressed on/in
landscapes, synchronically and diachronically were revealed and interpreted.
Examples were given from various regions in Slovakia, especially from eight rural
sites, where | observed the manifestation of the modern rurality, in which the rural
communities re-evaluate, diversify their roles, and re-brand their past, landscapes
and heritage elements. The identity feelings of the countryside communities from
the mountainous area, as well from the Danube Valley are symbolically, economically
nurtured by nature and the local cultural heritage, safeguarded and capitalized
using investments for the complex needs of the contemporary people.

The ethnographic examples related to the building infrastructure of the rural
areas given in the article show that nowadays their image and identity value of
them have been modelled and even shifted by the ideological, economical pro-
grammes, and rural design plans implemented during the second half of the 20*"
century. After the trends of the globalist era, rural development under the pat-
terns of neoliberalism has been influenced in such a way that the living space of
the locals has become accommodation rooms for tourists as well. In this way, the
Goral farmsteads from Osturia and Zdiar, the dwellings painted with folk orna-
ments in Ci¢many, the preserved architecture and lime-pictured colourful houses
in Vlkolinec, the rock underground dwellings in Brhlovce are all ethnographic
markers and reveal the long functional and aesthetic relation between the local
communities and their environment. In addition, their framing and arrangement
in the built-up area of the village, re-conditioning interventions or poor condi-
tions, their mixing with new economic buildings (factories and workshops, com-
mercial buildings, agricultural farms), infrastructure system (national and locals
roads, bridges), recreational facilities (swimming pools, ski slopes, eco-tourism
itineraries, and hiking paths, terraces, and restaurants, private and state muse-
ums, etc. ) show that the cultural landscape, which they create, is simultaneously
a scene of the crises and a testimony of prosperity. It reveals the evolution of the
society and its adaptation to current processes like rural urbanization, migration,
capital investment, and social fractures.

The buildings with spiritual functions and their surrounding elements, and
places reveal the denominations of the people and their materiality, daily prac-
tice, and particular processions imprinted on the landscape. The vibrant acts of
devotion performed by the locals, observed in the field, show two aspects. The
first reflects a high degree of religiosity, the popular and official ones, a feeling
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that preserves social patterns, stimulates or inspires popular phenomena. The
second shows the consistency of the practitioners in reconditioning and rehabil-
itating the good condition of the holy monuments to preserve and symbolically
claim their identity.

In the researched localities, | found that the economic activities of the inhabi-
tants, on the one hand, are in line with the previous models, using the local re-
sources and production of the goods, for them to be consumed or for trade. On
the other hand, their activities are more oriented towards services, like agro-tour-
ism —e. g.wine production in Brhlovce (Levice District, Nitra Region), eco-tourism,
accommodation services in Podbiel and Oravsky Biely Potok (Tvrdosin District,
Zilina Region), or Vlkolinec (Ruzomberok District, Zilina Region), Osturiia and
Zdiar (Kezmarok District, Presov Region), and Spania Dolina (Banska Bystrica
District and Region), handcrafts - e.g., in Ci¢émany (Zilina District and Region) and
Velké Levare (Malacky District, Bratislava Region). Adapting occupations to mar-
ket requirements and providing the original goods involve capitalizing on local
conditions, such as transforming old economic shelters into workshops (e. g. for
artistic wood processing) for visitors or building other edifices (e.g., houses, and
cottages) inspired by vernacular architecture. The residents are aware of and
recognize the value of nature, and the state of well-being ensured by the sur-
rounding landscape, which interferes with local development and access to
various economic possibilities. Thus, elderly persons are more nostalgic and
attached to the place, while young people leave the villages or launch their
tourist businesses, offer accommodation services for re-building that rural paradise
for travellers. In such a way they convert the crisis, taking advantage of the natu-
ral landscape’s benefits. The private farms mix the traditional and identity occupations
(like in agriculture, pasture, vinification) with alternative activities, or transgress
them towards agro-tourism. The sources of the cultural landscape and the land-
scape itself are perceived as a conglomerate construct used as an industrial,
agricultural, touristic, and heritage product.

My personal findings referring to the level and form of how the intangible
elements express and made the landscape are based on the following ideas.
The significance of the selected ritual and ceremonial practices (Morena, Maypole,
and St. John'’s Fires) associated with the seasonal religious and folk feasts are
preserved by the collective memory, they are respected and consciously per-
formed by the individuals (e.g., the Orava Region) from their own initiative. As
well, in the majority of cases, the performance of customs and ceremonies are
initiated and managed by individuals under the auspices of the schools,
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local centres of culture, and NGOs. In addition, community members continue
keeping certain customs due to the fact that they perceive them as nostalgic
reminders of the past, mechanisms for leisure, and diversification of the enter-
tainment types. These local cultural practices enrich and beautify the surround-
ing scenery and so together set up touristic resources, and ensure an inclusive
life for all members of the community, being excerpts of and re-enactments
from genuine performances.
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Summary

In the article, focused on the rural area in Slovakia, the author provides ethnographic
insight into the re-contextualizing forms of the identity marks and the ways of re-shaping
the landscape’s elements, having an emic and etic approaches. The research intro-
duces the perspective of the non-native researcher with the selected cultural terrain
and group. Attention is directed to the contemporary aspects of the landscape and its
ethnographic elements, as they were noticed in situ, the synchronic and chronologic
views of them are considered as well. Various examples of the units (the building
elements, the economic activities, and the intangible elements), with symbolic and
real identity values, are given from eight rural sites, where ethnographic field research
was carried out. The study analyses them in order to follow how these elements are
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imprinted on the landscape, and how it itself is appreciated, and shaped by the
community. In such a way, it is noticed that the elements of the cultural landscape in
selected rural sites are ambivalent scenes of the crises and development; of economic,
political ideologies and cultural patterns; of collective choices and actions; of the
identity articulation, and of its pursuit.
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International Women’s Day as a platform
of gender performativity in socialist
Czechoslovakia

STEPANKA KONECNA KOPRIVA

Abstrakt | Abstract

Mezindrodni den Zen jako platforma genderové performativity v socialistickém
Ceskoslovensku

Pro studii genderovych vztahu a roli Zen v Ceskoslovenské socialistické spolecnosti je velmi
ptinosné vénovat pozornost formdm oslav Mezindrodniho dne Zen (MDZ). Stdtni svdtek
vénovany zendm jako socidlni skupiné byl nejlepsi platformou pro artikulaci reZimnich
strategii, tykajicich se Zen, a odhaleni rozpord, v nichZ ¢eskoslovensky stdtni socialismus
Zeny vnimal. U pfileZitosti MDZ navic nevyplouval na povrch pouze prototyp Zenského
idedlu stanoveny komunistickou stranou. Pfimé &i neopatrné nardzky, problémy obycej-
nych Zen, nedostatky socialistické spolecnosti, pravd podstata deklarované “rovnosti’,
genderoVé stereotypy a cely komplex dobového diskurzu o Zendch se odhalovaly uvnitf
patriarchdlniho systému. Primdrnimi zdroji pro tuto studii jsou periodika (zejména Rudé
prdvo a casopis Vlasta), kterd jsou chdpdna jako prostiedky “autoritativniho diskurzu’.
Autoritativni diskurz zprostfedkovany mimo jiné prostfednictvim reZimnich médii je
ustrednim faktorem stabilizace a legalizace systému. Takovy diskurz je zdrover souborem
vyroku a jevi udrZujicich koncensus mezi viddnoucimi a oviddanymi. Dalsi cennou poloz-
kou jsou archivdlie uloZené v Ndrodnim archivu, dobové sociologické priizkumy a steno-
grafické zdznamy z jedndni Ndrodniho shromdZdéni.

For the study of gender relations and the role of women in the Czechoslovak socialist soci-
ety, it is very beneficial to pay attention to the forms of celebrations of International Wom-
en’s Day (IWD). The national holiday dedicated to women as a social group was the best
platform for articulating the regime’s strategies concerning women and revealing the
contradictions in which Czechoslovak state socialism perceived women. Moreover, on the
occasion of IWD, not only the prototype of the female ideal set by the Communist Party
came to the surface. Direct or incautious hints, the problems of ordinary women, the
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shortcomings of socialist society, the true nature of the declared “equality’; gender stereo-
types and the whole complex of contemporary discourse about women were revealed in-
side the patriarchal system. The primary sources for this article are periodicals (especially
the Rudé prdvo newspaper and Vlasta magazine), which are understood as means of “au-
thoritative discourse”. This authoritative discourse mediated, among other things, through
the regime media is a central factor in the stabilization and legalization of the system.
Such adiscourse is also a set of statements and phenomena maintaining a consensus be-
tween the rulers and the ruled. Other items of value for the study are the archival materials
stored in the National Archive, period sociological surveys and stenographic records from
the proceedings of the National Assembly.

Klicova slova | Keywords
genderovd performativita; Mezindrodni den Zen; Ndrodni shromdzdéni; autoritativni dis-
kurz; socialismus

gender performativity; International Women’s Day; National Assembly; authoritative
discourse; socialism

International Women's Day as a platform of gender performativity

An analysis of the practical implementation of the celebrations and a comparison of
the reception of the holiday in society during the long period between 1948 and
1989 can uniquely convey the tactics with which society approached the holiday. At
the same time, it has the potential to partly reveal a contradictory relationship to
women'’s emancipation in Czechoslovakia. From a woman as a mother— meaning as
a producer of new workers—through a woman as a hitherto unexplored and now
needed labour force, to a coping being with almost superhuman abilities who gives
birth to children, works 8 hours a day, takes good care of her husband and household
and raises her family politically consciously. She should also be able participate in
public life as a member of the Women's Union and the National Committee. The
models of socialist ideals, so often called “stagnant’, changed dynamically in the case
of women (and demands for them) during the 40 years of communist dictatorship.
How the regime constructed the female gender was most noticeable through IWD.
The article aims to describe the ways which the authorities in socialist Czechoslovakia
used to shape women’s gender, especially with regard to the organization and course
of IWD. The text deals with the complex significance of IWD for the evolution of the
gender image of women in Czechoslovakia. The article describes the development of
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the International Women’s Day celebrations during this period. It seeks to analyse
speeches, public media presentations of the holiday as well as the statements and
attitudes of the actors to IWD. Its goal is to take a small part in the research on gender
strategies of authoritative regimes. It aims to help create a holistic image of the
Czechoslovak public relationship to women’s emancipation as a phenomenon.
Through the most comprehensive view of IWD, the article attempts to contribute to
the research of the role of women in socialist society and to the research of the
festivities in the communist regime.

Communist festivals and symbolic communication

A common feature of all major communist festivals was the explicit effort to celebrate
and legitimize the communist establishment and ideology.' This happened not only
in the case of holidays established for political purposes such as the celebration of
anniversaries of significant events leading to the establishment of the communist
regime (e.g., Victorious February, Liberation Day, the anniversary of the October Rev-
olution) but also in a situation where the holiday had historically nothing to do with
the political agenda (for example harvest holidays, Universal Children’s Day, International
Youth Day, International Women'’s Day, etc.). According to Schmitt’s Concept of the
Political (Der Begriff des Politischen)?, which connects the very existence of the modern
state with the existence of “the political’, it can be stated that every celebration, re-
gardless of the topic or content, becomes essentially political if the state or institutions
or authorities associated with the state are involved in its implementation. In other
words, International Women’s Day and many other holidays were colonized by the
communist regime and used to legitimize it. The totalitarian ceremonial events are
also connected by the maximum degree of the organization of their course, which
inevitably led to the absence of almost all manifestations of spontaneity. The ceremo-
nial rituals also had an educational function.? The communist festivities were to
educate new socialist men and women who would pursue the imaginary historical
end—a communist society.* This created a system of festivities organized around the
basic goals and values of communist ideology. In the case of IWD, we are talking about

1 Jana RATAJOVA, Prazské mdjové oslavy 1948-1989. Prispévek k d&jindm komunistické propagan-
dy, Kudéj: ¢asopis pro kulturni déjiny 2 (1), 2000, p. 52.

2 For more on the fundamental political work of the controversial legal and political thinker of the
20th century, see Carl SCHMITT, Der Begriff des Politischen: Text von 1932 mit einem Vorwort und
drei Corollarien, Berlin 1996

3 Jifi VOSAHLO, Splnény zdvazek, Prague 1954, p. 7.

4 Erik van REE, Stalinist Ritual and Belief System: Reflections on ‘Political Religion’, Politics, Religion &
Ideology 17 (2-3), 2016, p. 145, compare with: Stephen KOTKIN, Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as
a civilization, Berkeley 1997.
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two fundamental ideological moments. On the one hand, it was a celebration of the
role of women in a socialist society embodied in the socialist “superwomen’”. This role
combined all the functions assigned to women in socialism. On the other hand, during
IWD, a list of qualities that socialism brought to women was presented, often in com-
parison with the Western world.> IWD undoubtedly had its firm position in the hierar-
chy of communist holidays. Despite how essential women'’s emancipation was sup-
posed to be for socialism, IWD was not one of the biggest celebrations such as 15 May,
the anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution or Liberation Day on 5™ May.

Another of the oft-mentioned characteristics common to all communist festivities
was their gradual emptying of content.® By the term “emptying” we mean the gradual
alienation from the ideal behind the celebration, the stagnation of the external form
of the ritual, which no longer meets the requirements of the public, the formalization
and loss of authenticity of the celebration. The true inner essence of the celebration
was overshadowed by its external propaganda.

To understand the wide range of ways of receiving communist festivities, it is nec-
essary to realize that each ritual is a specific form of symbolic communication. Working
with symbols is an integral part of all festivities.” We can talk not only about specific
tangible artifacts, such as banners, allegorical cars, flags, ceremonial clothing or carna-
tions, but also the functions of symbols represented by various speech acts, speeches,
declarations of friendship, manifestations of goals or social values.® During the ritual,
the meaning of these performative® acts is anchored and redefined, and on the other
hand, they are decoded.” Although rituals in the period of state socialism were
undoubtedly a one-sided formalized reproduction of the social order, they cannot be
understood as socially homogeneously reciprocated. The symbols used in the broadest

5  Rudé pravo journal (RP) 59 (57), 1979, pp. 1-2.

6  Compare: Lane CHRISTEL, The Rites of Rulers. Ritual in Industrial Society — the Soviet Case, Cam-
bridge 1981; Christopher A. P.BINNS, Ritual and conformity in Soviet society, Journal of Communist
Studies 5 (2), 1989, pp. 211-219; Petr MALCIK - Dusan SLOSAR, Totalitni jazyk v ceskoslovenské
publicistice na konci roku 1989, Casopis Matice moravské 133 (1), 2014, p. 140.

7 Adam KUPER, Culture: The Anthropologists’ Account, Harvard 1999.

Compare with, e.g., John Langsaw AUSTIN, Jak udélat néco slovy, Prague 2000, p. 105.

9 In general, gender performativity is defined as an activity that produces what it seems to only
describe. According to Judith Butler, this means that a seemingly neutral description of “what
a woman is” is just what this description creates. Gender performativity is a way of creating
gender prototypes and reproducing them. Gender is created in the reiteration of behaviour and
norms of masculinity and femininity. It is a long-term process, not a one-time performance.
People perceive their performative behaviour as natural, although performativity is only a repro-
duction of the norms that precede and shape man. (Judith BUTLER, Gender Trouble: Feminism
and the Subversion of Identity, New York 2007, pp. 184-192)

10 Judith BUTLER, Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Femi-
nist Theory, Theatre Journal 40 (4), 1988, pp. 520-524.
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sense can evoke various associations in individual participants. Each of the participants
in the festival can attach various meanings not only to the individual artifacts and
speech acts used, but also to the whole ritual.

There are undoubtedly a lot of different motivations to participate in social events
such as IWD. As in everyday life (not only) in the period of state socialism, everyone
works with different interests and roles. The circumstances of the participation of the
general public in the rituals of state socialism form a complex research question. John
Austin’s concept of speech acts can be used fruitfully to analyse motivations to partic-
ipate in events of this type."" Austin attaches a performative character to each state-
ment, arguing that the word has not only the function of describing reality but also
the ability to create reality. From the point of view of the interpretation of Austin’s
follow-up American anthropologist Alexei Yurchak, speech acts conceived in this way
canthen be transferred by analogy to allhuman actions.’? According to Emil Durkheim,
a ritual is not made up only by the active performers of the ritual. The spectators also
have an indispensable function and, especially, in the case of rituals of totalitarian
regimes. The spectators of the ritual, with their simple and passive presence, legitimize
the current regime. Such ritualized behaviour is primarily a repeated production of
social roles and a manifestation of belonging to society.”* For the communist regime,
mass participation in events was a public manifestation of a collective agreement
with development, the establishment, and ideology in the broadest sense. In the case
of IWD, by simply participating in the holiday, men and women clearly presented their
affiliation to the society and gender order in which they lived." As mentioned above,
communist holidays, especially in the period of normalization, were characterized
by a considerable degree of content emptiness and the absence of ceremonial
spontaneity. The behaviour was thus not entirely authentic. Crowds of people did not
take to the streets out of their authentic motives, and men did not give flowers to their
wives and co-workers each year on the 8th of March out of their deep convictions."

11 J.L. AUSTIN, Jak udélat néco slovy.

12 Alexei YURCHAK, Everything was forever, until it was no more: The last Soviet generation, Princeton
2006, p. 22.

13 Emile DURKHEIM, Elementdrni formy ndbozZenského Zivota. Systém totemismu v Austrdlii, Prague
2002, pp. 400-401.

14 J.BUTLER, Performative Acts, pp. 519-531.

15 This statement is evidenced, among other things, by many of the interviews held in the Digital
Collection of the Center for Oral History at the Institute of Contemporary History of the Czech
Academy of Sciences; Institute of Contemporary History, Center of Oral History Interviews Col-
lection. The interview with FrantiSek Luke$ conducted by Jana Noskovd, 22 February 2007. Insti-
tute of Contemporary History, Center of Oral History, Interviews Collection. The interview with
Alena R0zi¢kova conducted by Miroslav Vanék, 25 August 2007; Jitka SOBOTKOVA, Slavnosti
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However, the mass acceptance of such “theatrical” behaviour, in which the general
public manifests its affiliation to something in which they do not see real content,
seems difficult to understand. American sociologist Jeffrey Alexander presents a defi-
nition of several conditions, the fulfilment of which should lead to a wide social ac-
ceptance of a particular social performance—the ritual.”® Among the most relevant is
a kind of power monopoly of the ruling elites, a wide audience and actor participation,
and a legible symbolic base of the ritual.” Translated into communist regime practices
in the case of IWD, we talk about aspects such as mass media promotion of the holiday,
the participation of important personalities, a stable symbolic and language system,
the generality of its promotion at all levels of society and the unforgettable latent fears
of possible repression.

Short history and the origin of International Women'’s Day (IWD)
To understand the meaning and nature of IWD in socialist Czechoslovakia, it is necessary
to outline its history and origin. The demonstration of New York seamstresses in 1857 is
often described as the beginning of the reflections on IWD. The protest was conducted
against inappropriate working conditions, long working hours, and low wages.'
Thus, women did not protest against the domination of men, but against economic
oppression, which can be interpreted (as communist ideology later did) as a class
struggle. However, active offensive action led by womenin the interests of women's needs
without class distinction was not exceptional in the United States or the United
Kingdom, even in the mid-19th century.” In 1908, the US Socialist Party staged
a demonstration in support of women’s rights on the anniversary of the 1857 march.
The American Socialists have consistently sought completely different women'’s rights
than those that led to the seamstresses’ demonstration. The protesters tried to recall
the police brutality that the demonstrating workers allegedly encountered.?

The first Women'’s Day with this name took place on 28 February 1909, and the
central figure of the whole event was (often neglected in the Czech milieu) the Amer-

ta tzv. micicivétsiny. Zivotopisnd vyprdvéni prislusniki délnickych profesi a inteligence, Prague 2009,
pp. 398-429.

16 J.C. ALEXANDER, Performance and Power, Cambridge 2011.

17 lbidem - Bernhard GIESEN - Jason L. MAST, Social Performance: Symbolic Action, Cultural Prag-
matics, New York 2006, pp. 29-30.

18 Compare with, e.g., Temma KAPLAN, On the Socialist Origin of International Women’s Day, in:
Feminist Studies 11 (1), 1985, pp. 163-171.

19 Leila J. RUPP, Worlds of Women: The Making of an International Women’s Movement, Princeton
1997, pp. 13-40; Mary WOLLSTONECRAFT, Obrana prdv Zen, Prague 1904; Pavla HORSKA, Nase
prababicky feministky, Prague 1999, pp. 90-100.

20 T.KAPLAN, On the Socialist Origin, p. 164.
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ican feminist writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman.? The idea of regular actions in support
of women’s suffrage has been discussed earlier in the environment of socialist-orient-
ed women, at the latest since 1907. For this purpose, representatives of left-wing
women'’s organizations (which were mostly formed as part of the Socialist Parties
during the Second International) organized three International Conferences of Social-
ist Women. It should be noted that these women also understood women'’s suffrage
as inseparable from the requirement of universal and equal suffrage. The discussion
was most vividly led by socialist women’s representatives, entirely with the intentions
of socialist ideas and the Marxist ideology of the class struggle. Precisely because of
the ideological differences between Western bourgeois feminists and representatives
of socialist women’s organizations, the participation of non-leftist feminists was not
welcome in the following years.?? The socialist orientation prevailed at the Interna-
tional Conferences before the First World War, and after the Second World War, we can
already understand the successors of this international women'’s solidarity organiza-
tion as purely communist and centrally controlled by the communist party.?

IWD was established on the 26th or the 27th of August 1910 at the second meeting
of socialist women. The German journalist and later member of the Weimar Republic
parliament, Clara Zetkin, is rightly considered to be the main initiator of the establish-
ing of the annual demonstrations and the official day for women's suffrage support.*
IWD formally became an international holiday on 8 March 1975, when the United Na-
tions adopted it as its official holiday as a part of the International Year of Women.” IWD
has also been a holiday in Czechoslovakia since the beginning with clear left-wing
connotations. Its remembrance was not a mass affair during the First Republic, and
women’s organizations perceived it rather marginally. However, it was integrally linked
to its original idea—the promotion of women’s equality at home and abroad.” After
the Second World War, the form of IWD changed radically through its transformation
into a national holiday. From 1946, the Communist Party was the organizer of IWD, and
already in 1947, these events acquired a mass character. When the communist regime
21 Charlotte GILMAN, The Living of Charlotte Perkins Gilman: An Autobiography, Madison 1991.

22 Second International Conference of Socialist Women, in: International Socialist Congress 1910,
Copenhagen 2009, p. 21, https://archive.org/details/InternationalSocialistCongress1910Sec-
ondInternationalConferenceOf/page/n15/mode/2up (29.05.2023); Kate WEIGAND, Red Feminism:
American Communism and the Making of Women'’s Liberation, Baltimore 2001, p. 204.

23 Choi CHATTERJEE, Celebrating Women: Gender, Festival Culture, and Bolshevik Ideology, 1910-1939,
Pittsburgh 2002.

24 Karen HONEYCUTT - Clara ZETKIN, A Socialist Approach to the Problem of Woman’s Oppression,
Feminist Studies 3 (3-4), 1976, pp. 131-144.

25 International Women’s Day History, Chicago 2017, https://www.internationalwomensday.com/

Activity/15586/The-history-of-IWD (29.05.2023).
26 Zensky list 20 (11),1911, p. 6.
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colonized the celebrations and made it a national holiday, the holiday became associ-
ated with the struggle for peace and socialism. In the new discourse of IWD, women
did not stand in the position of a neglected interest group, and in their unequal posi-
tion, requirements, and needs were no longer the central ideas of the whole event.

At the same time, contrary to the original declarations, it was presented until the
second half of the 1960s as a holiday exclusively for “working women” and not for
women as a whole. The new character of this originally pro-female holiday was en-
shrined at the Women'’s Federation congress in Moscow in 1950.” The Women'’s Feder-
ation has clearly stated that “International Women’s Day will become an educational
event in favour of liberated labour"? As | will show later, the role of women as mothers
— producers of new workers and educators of “new socialist people” was equally dis-
cursively emphasized. In this context, the IWD has become a certain ideologically
bent successor to the abolished Mother’s Day, because since 1949, Mother’s Day had
been merged with IWD.%

The original feminist approaches and the idea of women’s rights thus literally disap-
peared from year to year and did not return until 1989. As already mentioned, IWD
was at its beginning closely connected with the support of women’s movements and
the support of women’s emancipation. Along with the redefinition of the content of
the term “women’s emancipation’, all feminist ideas disappeared from IWD celebra-
tions in socialist Czechoslovakia. The emancipatory policy promoted and practiced by
socialist Czechoslovakia cannot be confused with so-called (and often branded by
the socialist ideology of that era) “western feminist politics”. Emancipation “from
above” included involvement of Czechoslovak women in the work process. With the
growth of women'’s employment, there was a need to “liberate” women from “unpro-
ductive” domestic work. This was to be done through state-designated services
(kindergartens, nurseries, laundries, canteens, etc.). However, de facto equality
between women and men, discrimination against women in employment, and
addressing issues traditionally described by western feminist movements, remained
completely outside the socialist emancipatory discourse.

International Women's Day (IWD) in socialist Czechoslovakia

IWD in Czechoslovakia, with its annual repetition, became a litmus test for the identi-
fication of changes in the social understanding of the term “emancipation”and changes
in the reception of the role of women in society. The celebrations held on the 8th

27 Four big speeches of women in crowded halls - see RP 27 (30), 1947, pp. 2-3.

28 RP30(57), 1950, p. 4.

29 National Archives in Prague (NA), 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954,
Consultation at A. Hodinova-Spurna on February 9, 1950, letter 3, p. 21.
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of March included several rituals, which remained completely unchanged throughout
the period under review, regardless of changes in political atmosphere. From the be-
ginning of the observed period, mass women’s organizations were the coordination
centres of the whole event.*® During the preparations, especially in the 1950s, very
detailed instructions were given on how the day should go and how the space should
be prepared for a possible cultural event or a hall for speeches to women.?' Slogans
and banners were also an integral part of the IWD celebrations. According to the orga-
nizers’ interpretations, a suitable slogan was a guarantee of the demolition of the
masses. Itis significant that throughout the period under review, the slogans remained
unchanged or only minimally reformulated.® In addition to attention and effort,
a considerable amount of money was spent on preparations. For example, in 1950,
CZK 60,000 was allocated for 13,000 notice boards about women working in produc-
tion.** The newly acquired status of women was to be celebrated on all fronts. On the
occasion of IWD, special issues of monthly magazines devoted to women were pub-
lished. Stamps issued for IWD were no exception.®*

The celebrations of International Women'’s Day at the Czechoslovak state level

On the occasion of this holiday, delegations of women from the Eastern bloc and
delegations of women representatives of socialist-minded Western organizations met
every year.®*® During these meetings, the women “shared their experiences with the
involvement of women at work” and eventually repeatedly manifested international
cooperation in building socialism. In the “constructive” atmosphere of the late 1940s
and the 1950s, the manifestation of national gratefulness to USSR for liberation and
support was an integral part of the IWD celebrations.*® The main contribution of the
delegations should be political agitation among women. It should also present the
Soviet woman as a model for further development in Czechoslovakia.?” At the same

30 NA,f. 22, International Women's Day, inv. No.16.

31 NA, f. 21, International Women's Day in Brno, inv. No. 18; NA, fond 21, Meeting with comrade
Bousova 24. 1. 1951, inv. No.18.

32 NA,f. 20, Slogans for International Women's Day 1949, inv. No.17.

33 NA,f.21, International Women’s Day in Brno, inv. No. 18; NA, f. 21, Meeting with comrade Bousova
24.1.1951,inv. No.18.

34 Various competitions to promote women'’s work were also popular. For this purpose, the Czech
Women'’s Union announced a literary competition on the occasion of 8 March. The women were
to send a movie theme, a play, a poem, or a song about a new role for a woman. The winner was
then solemnly announced the following year.

35 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Report on the Delegation of
Soviet women on IWD 1951.

36 RP27(30),1947,p.2.

37 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Report on the Delegation of the
Soviet women on IWD 1951.
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time, there should always be a transfer of practical experience from specificindustries.
In none of the numerous friendly statements issued on the occasion of international
association do we encounter a commitment to improving the quality of life of women
in Czechoslovakia or levelling out gender inequalities. Regarding the importance of
the delegation of Soviet women from 1950, female deputy Anezka Hodinova-Spurnd
wrote: “The presence of Soviet women in the Czechoslovak Republic was mainly
important in practice, which showed on living people what the motto “Soviet
woman—our model” means.®® Whenever a women's delegation arrived in Czechoslo-
vakia, it was an event of international significance. The programme for each of the
delegations has always been prepared over a long period. The women mostly spent
two weeks in Czechoslovakia in March. Part of their work was concentrated in Prague
at official events and meetings with the president and communist officials. In the
following days, the women went to other cities in the Czech Republic and Slovakia.
They attended universities, state-owned enterprises, and ordinary collective farms.
The members of the delegation gave lectures and talked about everyday problems at
the prepared meetings with the workers. The organizers saw the successful course of
the Soviet visit as a proof of loyalty to the Soviet Union. Ideally, the visit was to be
warmly received everywhere and to be completely shielded from social misery. As
evidenced by the report on the course of the international delegation, which arrived
in the Czech Republic on the occasion of IWD in 1950, it was not always possible to
ensure such a course. For example, the reception at the University of Bratislava was
cold and hostile according to the participants. No one at the Brno Medical Faculty was
interested in talking to the women, and they didn't even want to let them into the
class because there was a regular lecture. A similarly embarrassing reception awaited
them in the villages. There was no interest in a discussion with the women and the
workers avoided the delegation.®

An important ritual was also the annual meeting of the president, ministers, secre-
tary-general, prime minister, and other important government party officials with
a delegation of award-winning selected women and representatives of women’s or-
ganizations. It was usually held on the 7th of March or possibly directly at the IWD
celebrations where the president or prime minister always gave a ceremonial speech.
We can talk about this tradition from 1949.% In March 1948, only a short article
tending to summarize the history of the day appeared in Rudé prdvo to commemorate
39 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Program of the Soviet

delegation 1951.

40 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Report to the Regional Secretariats
of the Communist Party to International Women’s Day 1949, sheet 20.
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IWD.*" It was the only holiday during which important political figures spoke explicit-
ly and out loud about the role of women. The nature of these statements was gen-
erally constant and always addressed exclusively to women. In the first years of the
period under review, the speakers explicitly spoke to “working women”* In later
speeches, the circle of addressees was extended to include mothers in the house-
hold.® During the terms of office of Presidents Gottwald, Zdpotocky and Novotny,
women’s contributions to the country’s development and increasing women'’s em-
ployment were traditionally emphasized. Ludvik Svoboda’s speeches more often
showed signs of some of the problems that women have in Czechoslovakia. It con-
sidered a universal solution to improve the quality and availability of services that
were supposed to reduce women’s household work. Despite the declared equality
between men and women, the care of children and the household was a purely fe-
male issue in contemporary discourse.** Although presidents always mentioned
such shortcomings in their speeches since the mid-1960s, this motive occupied only
a small part of the speech. Cliches, which assured the improvement of conditions,
also repeated themselves quite monotonously. The recipe and set of solutions have
always been the same, and with knowledge of historical facts, it can be said that they
did not have real results.* Since the late 1960s, presidents also criticized the “removal
of women from the household.” Ludvik Svoboda and Gustav Husdk also focused on
the role of women as mothers and educators.“We do not want to divert women from
childcare. Neglecting the upbringing of children would boomerang against both the
family and society as a whole. On the contrary, they should be able to pay more
attention to children*® In matters of women'’s leisure time, a kind of connection
between their leisure time and time for raising children emerged. The mother’s role
was thus seemingly relegated to the position of “leisure activity”. On the other hand,
from the point of view of the pronatalist policy of the 1970s, it has had an irre-
placeable function since the mid-1960s. A happy woman was a woman who could
take care of her children and family. The role of the mother was then referred to as the
“sacred mission’, while the role of the father did not carry these “sacral” connotations.
The time for self-development was not considered for women here, and the free time
of the childless was completely outside their interest.

41 RP28(57),1948,p.3.

42 President's speech, RP 29 (57), 1949, p. 1.

43 RP55(57),1975,p. 1.

44  President’s speech, RP 49 (57), 1969, p. 1.

45 We point out the imperfect infrastructure and problems that make life uncomfortable for
women in the speeches of the presidents every year, especially in the 1970s and 1980s, e.g., RP
52(57),1972, p. 2; RP 54 (57), 1974, p. 2; RP 55 (57), 1975, p. 1, RP 59 (57), 1979, p. 1.

46 President’s speech, RP 49 (57), 1969, p. 1; President’s speech, RP 52 (57), 1972, p. 1.
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The common denominator of all national festivities during the period of state so-
cialism was the effort to promote the regime. In the case of IWD, the ideological line
was present constantly and strikingly. In addition, if there was a significant anniversary
for the year in question, IWD was also affected. This was most often reflected in the
content of presidential or prime ministerial speeches. In the speech to women, a spe-
cial space was devoted to commemorating this or that famous anniversary. In 1975,
Prime Minister Strougal called on women to commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the liberation of the Czechoslovak Republic by the Red Army of the Soviet Union,
which brought “not only freedom, but also a real hope that the old order is over and
the time is coming when the people will finally be the lord in their country.’

The wives of presidents played a special role during IWD. The idea of natural inner
belonging among women here has led to the creation of a unique space for women
who stood by the head of state. Although it was not common for the first ladies to
speak here (Marta Gottwald, on the other hand, always added at least a short speech
to women)*, they always attended the informal part of the ceremony. The first ladies
talked to the women and eventually “gave valuable advice”*

In addition to the speeches of politicians and the wives of the presidents, the speech
of thanks held by the women's union representatives also became a part of the pro-
gramme. The women'’s representatives always thanked the president first for the op-
portunity to meet at Prague Castle. Subsequently, they talked about the situation of
women in Czechoslovakia.>® As in other speeches held on the occasion of all the great
communist holidays, even in the speech of the representatives of the Women'’s Union,
there were entirely laudatory statements and words of thanks. It was also necessary to
point out the need to fight for peace, socialism, and international women'’s solidarity.*'
Especially in the years of tense global crises (e.g., 1949, 1950, 1985, etc.), much of the
speech focused on the threats of imperialism. In all the above-mentioned speeches
we find an element of gender equality evaluation. The speech has always been pri-
marily a matter of pointing out the achievements. The position of women was com-
pared to times long past. At the same time, the promise of a better tomorrow was an
integral part of the texts. The path to the “common goal’, to the communist or at least
a perfectly functioning socialist society, was a ubiquitous narrative.>? After all, on the

47 RP55(57),1975,p.2.

48 Vlasta 2 (11), 1949, p. 2, Speech by Marta Gottwaldova.

49 RP30(57),1950, p. 2.

50 It was an annual unchanging use. Vlasta 34 (12), 1954, pp. 2-3.

51 This is the case throughout the period under review. We will not find a speech that would lack
this content line. To illustrate, see RP 30 (57), 1950, p. 1; RP 55 (57), 1975, p. 1.

52 Vlasta3(11), 1950, p. 2.
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occasion of IWD, women were being called upon to work even harder for the state
and socialism.”® The award ceremony was also to have a motivating character. The
women on display performed their task well, they were rewarded for it and were in-
tended to motivate others of the same sex.>*

The central actor of the described celebration was therefore the delegation of se-
lected women. The number of ambassadors to Prague Castle changed over time,
mostly oscillating between 150 and 250 women.> Delegates were invited to Prague
Castle to meet with the President and be rewarded as exemplary socialist women for
their work. The appearance of the delegation also changed during the period under
review and reflected the contemporary ideal of a socialist woman. The delegation did
not always have to consist only of the honoured women. For example, foreign stu-
dents joined the awarded women in 1967, and other times delegations of women
from the USSR, or several World War Il veterans or widows of war heroes visited the
president with them.*® The selection of award-winning women was the responsibility
of the Czechoslovak Women’s Union. The first nominations were to be provided by the
district committees and subsequently the candidate was to be assessed by the local
party authorities. The principle was that women from all regions of the republic should
be represented in the delegation. Furthermore, they were to be members of the party
as well as non-partisan women, who, however, always formed a minority.” Women
had to meet clearly defined criteria. All proposed women had their file which included
the bio-notes of the nominated woman.*® Traditionally, it was a short paragraph high-
lighting her qualities. In addition to the name and date of birth, we read from the text
whether the person was married, what her relationship with the state institution was,
how many children she had and subsequently what she was to be rewarded for. When
comparing the profiles of women who were selected, we come across several funda-

53 We encounter this motif mainly during the construction of the 1950s, both on the pages of
women’s magazines (e.g., Vlasta 3 (11), 1950, p. 2; Vlasta 4 (10), 1951, p. 2), as well as in the
speeches of the presidents.

54 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Letter to the District Commit-
tees of the Communist Party, 30. 1. 1950, p. 1; NA, f. KSC UV (Central Committee of the Communist
Party) 02/4, Ideological focus and political-organizational security of the International Women's Day,
1982, inv. No. 25/82.

55 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Regional and District Commission
of Women of the Communist Party, 26. 1. 1949, p. 6; NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of
Women 1945-1954, Letter to all regional secretariats of the Communist Party 1950, sheet 20, p. 2.

56 RP 65 (106), 1985, p. 8.

57 NA, f. KSC UV (Central Committee of the Communist Party) 02/4, Ideological focus and
political-organizational security of IWD, 1982, inv. No. S25 / 82.

58 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Letter from Marie Tdmova to the
clerks of the regional committees of the Communist Party 28. 1. 1950, sheet 19-20.



International Women's Day as a platform of gender performativity in socialist Czechoslovakia

mental trends. The age composition of the awarded women was relatively stable
throughout the period under review, although it is possible to note a tendency to
appreciate younger women, especially from the mid-1960s. Women over the age of
40 were most often selected, but the proportion of younger people grew as time goes
at the expense of women over the age of 60. It was no exception to appreciate a very
young shock worker, sportswoman or member of the Youth Union.>® The profile of the
personality selected for the award reflected the ideas of the ideal woman of the time
and perfectly represented the gender image of the socialist woman. The demands on
the socialist superwoman, of course, changed during the period under review. In
1951, the Central Commission of Women reported on the selection of suitable women
so that “not only work merit but also modesty, good attitude towards people, dedica-
tion, exemplary family life, proper upbringing of children, consistency in action, wis-
dom and willing passing on of experience to the younger were evaluated.”® These
traits are traditionally associated with the image of women and are part of the gender
role of the “finer sex”. Among other things, women were praised for having “female
qualities” in terms of gender. Formulas such as “she is a common good woman” were
related to these aspects of the image of the ideal delegate in the bio-notes.t' “Consci-
entiously cares for the household,s2“Raises her children well,"*“Mother of three sons,
all miners,"**“She, increases her performance of the tested and guaranteed standards
to 231%. She transfers her experience to co-employees.”®®

The range of merits for which the woman deserved to become an award-winning
model has expanded over time. In the delegations coming to Prague Castle, we would
at the beginning find mainly workers, improvers, workers from collective farms, and
deserving mothers. We were meeting scientists and sportswomen much more often
from the 1960s, even though women representing the working class still made up the
vast majority of the delegation. An interesting and easy-to-observe aspect is the visu-
al appearance of the celebration. This is mainly a visual presentation of the women in

59 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Consultation at A. Hodi-
nové-Spurna on February 9, 1950, letter 3, p. 21.

60 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Letter to the Central Secretariat
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, that, 27 February 1951, sheet 128, p. 22.
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the delegation. Despite the trends in advertising and design, the decoration of the
environment did not change significantly and remained basically the same through-
out the period. Apart from the carpet and flowers, the hall of Prague Castle did not
adapt to the event in any way. The flower, specifically the carnation, as a symbol ac-
companied the whole celebration on several levels. It was different in the case of
women. At first glance, when comparing individual delegations, we can notice differ-
ences in their order. In the first years of the period under review, the festive nature of
the event did not manifest itself in the hairstyles or clothing of women. With their vi-
suals, the women in the delegation represented the ideal of a worker rather than
a woman as an erotic object. Especially in the second half of the 1960s and subse-
quently (with a break after 1970) from the beginning of the 1980s, women adapted to
this opportunity in a completely different way. Contemporary fashion was reflected in
the visual presentation of women. There was already an effort to “look good” and be
festively groomed. This trend can be interpreted as a shift from representing what
a woman is valued for, to the position of representing the personalities of the women
and their ideas of what the woman should look like. Such a change included an effort
to “look attractive” or “feminine” in the period’s perception of the term’s content with
a clearly gendered undertone.

The whole event always required considerable media attention. Television, radio,
and printed periodicals have always reported in great detail about the course of the
event and its circumstances. The specific names of the awarded women appeared in
the reports along with the specification of their employment or the reason for the
award.*® Conversations with women generally referred to the emotions that women
are filled with on a fateful day. During the 1950s, the narrative was always almost
identical. An ordinary woman who knew only misery until February 1948 was now
invited to Prague Castle to see the President.®” “When the postman brought me an
envelope inviting me to President Gottwald, | was stunned. I'm a countrywoman and
suddenly | have to go to the head of state."s®

In addition to the Prague Castle ceremony itself, we also learn from the media about
another programme that was prepared for the delegates. It was usually a cultural ex-
perience. It took place the day before the ritual at Prague Castle. It was mostly a con-
cert or theatre performance organized by the Women’s Union.%® During the more in-
formal part of the event at Prague Castle, women were not only able to refresh

66 Vlasta 3 (11), 1950, p. 2.

67 RP30(30),1950,p. 1.

68 RP29(30),1949,p. 1.
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themselves but also had the opportunity to talk to politicians about their problems.”
Television reports explicitly highlighted the numerous greetings from state-owned
enterprises and workplaces that delegates handled for the president.”!

The preserved records of interviews with the awarded women document happiness,
a sense of satisfaction, enthusiasm for an unexpectedly proven honour and a good
mood dominating the atmosphere of the whole ritual. The women talked about the
experiences they had with the socialist regime. In Viasta and Rudé prdvo, we also find
references to the element of belonging that this celebration brings to women at
Prague Castle.”> Women were then to be united not only by a common goal, which
was socialist society and world peace. They were united by a certain “femininity,"which
was the same for the hog slopper and the nuclear engineer.”® The use of the tradition-
al unchanging phrases of the socialist dictionary was not abandoned even in the case
of the last type of speech, which was the speech of one of the delegates. Older women
and women from manual occupations have traditionally been selected. By their na-
ture, these, mostly shorter speeches, differed even less than the speeches mentioned
above. The content was limited to a set of greetings and words of thanks.”

The first 150 women awarded arrived at Prague Castle on 8 March 1949.The deputy,
Anezka Hodinova-Spurnd, describes the whole event in Vlasta magazine in great de-
tail. She especially highlighted some of the symbolic moments of the ritual. “They ex-
perienced the first joyful surprise on the front stairs. The members of the National Se-
curity Corps formed an honour guard here as a living testimony that in
today’s republic there is no profession where a woman cannot serve her homeland.””®
Women were to be rewarded for their daily work, especially in working-class positions.
Among the women were shock workers, improvers, multiple mothers, rural women,
active party members and young officials. IWD was used as a large-scale manifestation
of the changing situation in the republic. Prague Castle, which was associated with
a certain elitist morality, was to continue to be accessible to all, even the simplest of
rural women.”In the past, it was not customary for the working people to enter Prague
Castle’s halls through the ceremonial Matthias Gate. Only during the people’s demo-

70 Vlasta 25 (12), 1972, pp. 2-3.
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cratic republic, only the president, who himself was member of working class, wel-
comes to his desk the representatives of working women, who have earned this hon-
our by performing their task well.”¢ The motif of the removed barriers was still alive, at
least in the mid-1970s when this symbolic moment was emphasized in their state-
ments by the women at Prague Castle during IWD.”” The complete removal of social
barriers should have been reflected in the composition of the women’s delegation,
where workers and scientists stood side by side as equals.“The fact that the composi-
tion of your delegation, in which the best representatives of all the working class of
our people stand side by side, testifies to the different conditions under which you
celebrate your holiday today than how the women in the pre-Munich Republic did
(...). Today, our constitution and the entire people’s democratic order give you unlim-
ited opportunities to exercise all your abilities in any area of public affairs’(...)”®

Not only the Prague Castle event but also the entire IWD was given considerable
space in the media and press every year. Promotions and invitations to participate in
IWD were centrally managed and organized by the women’s union management
through the media. The radio in Brno was to dedicate its programme every morning
at 10am to IWD. From 5 March, it was to invite its listeners to participate in the celebra-
tion several times a day.”” Based on an analysis of the women's press, Rudé prdvo and
Lidové noviny, it is possible to summarize the topics and trends with which the media
worked on this day from 1948 to March 1989. As the best-selling women'’s magazine,
Vlasta devoted the largest amount of time to IWD.

One of the traditional leitmotifs of the role of women, mentioned mainly during
IWD, was the fight for peace.®’ Peace accents and a kind of intuitive labelling of
women as patrons of peace gradually disappeared during the 1960s only to begin
to return in the first half of the 1970s.8' The coveted peace has been associated on
all fronts with the struggle against “Anglo-American imperialism.”"Anglo-American
imperialism intimidates nations and blackmails politics with its military-strategic,
economic and ideological fronts (...). But democratic nations see that even the
strongest American imperialism is unable to hold back the steady growth of demo-
cratic forces and peace."® The women’s solidarity movement was most strongly
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emphasized in the 1950s and later in the second half of the 1980s. In 1951, on the
occasion of IWD, female minister Machacova- Dostalova called the issue of the
struggle for peace “the most pressing issue that affects the hearts of our wives and
mothers,” because “(...) their motherly hearts cannot remain cold when they hear
about atrocities committed by American soldiers on innocent children and wom-
en.”® Petitions against war or to support the children in Spain were the ones most
frequently written on IWD.#* To manifest the international pacifist connection of
women, the Council of Women and later the Union of Czechoslovak Women orga-
nized massive demonstrations and marches. Considerable attention has been paid
to their planning. Attention was also paid to the suitability of mottos and banners,
which were produced under the control of local women’s organizations. Even in
this case, the spontaneity of the action was kept to a minimum and was to be re-
placed by strict central management. Even after such crucial preparations, the
events did not avoid the confusion of organizational failure. During the demon-
stration procession held on 8 March 1951 in Prague, some branches of the proces-
sion failed to “find” the rest of the marching women. Subsequently, the women
were not allowed into Industrial Palace, where the whole event was to culminate.
The complaint letter of the chairwoman of the local women’s organization notes
that many “muddy”and disgusted women left the event prematurely because they
heard nothing of the speech. At the same time, she notes that especially older
women, mothers and employed women were completely discouraged by this ex-
cess and they will not participate in other IWD.#

In the days of March, the press also regularly focused on listing the results of
women’s emancipation that had already been achieved by the socialist regime. Each
IWD had a clearly and in advance defined central theme, which all promotional and
educational activities were to adhere to. In 1957, the female deputy Cerna said, “This
day of the struggle for peace and equality of women, commemorated by all women
in the world, is an annual show of Czechoslovak achievements and a platform for new
challenges. This year's IWD will be the mobilization of women to fulfil the tasks of the
economic plan at plants and in agriculture in connection with the preparation of the
llird Congress of United Agricultural Cooperatives. For all women, it will be the start of
elections to national committees.”s
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As President Gottwald’s speech said, “I would especially like to emphasize the
figure that the number of working women has recently risen to 32.7% of the total
number of workers. This figure proves better than most statements that
women's equality is the most real thing in our country.”®” Emancipation was considered
equal to the involvement of a woman in the employment.® It had nothing to do
with gender equality, independence, and the freedom to decide one’s destiny, as
emancipation is interpreted by the original humanistic philosophy. On IWD, we can
learn from the press mainly about the number of women who have been actively
involved in work: “International Women’s Day will be a show of how Czechoslovak
women became involved in socialist construction. Reports coming from factories
and villages every day show that Czechoslovak women do not want to stay back.
The shock-worker movement is developing in factories and companies. Women in
textile factories are moving to an increasing number of weaving looms and setting
themselves more and more tasks (...). Rural women are also participating in the
socialist competition. Recently, women'’s conferences were held in almost all
regions, at which rural women pledged to compete to increase the production of
products farmed by women in rural areas.”®

The image of a socialist woman underwent certain changes during the period un-
der review. However, the emphasis on women’s employment was a completely con-
stant motive. The definition of a woman was derived from her contribution to society,
with only economically productive work and work on population development being
considered valuable. The regime, therefore, constructed two clearly defined and ac-
cepted types of women: working women, mothers, or a combination of both. Both of
these positions included the role of women in the development and the spread of
socialism. However, the female role has always been interpreted as “helpful” and,
under the guidance of men, secondary to the men leading and directing the process.
Unemployed, childless housewives thus completely disappeared from the IWD dis-
course. The role of the wife, which was still perceived as socially important in the
pre-war republic, also lost itsimportance, and was not discussed in the women's press.
In the 1950s, the female worker was the dominant narrative—a shock worker’s fight
for peace with a socialist commitment.** An example is a rhetorical question from the
speech in 1952: “Which mother loves her children and her family more than the one

87 RP31(56),1951, p. 1, Speech by President Gottwald.
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who goes to make tractors, weave linen, grow grain to multiply the power of the
peace camp against the enemies of human happiness?”’

International Women's Day in the late 1960s

From 1948 until the second half of the 1960s, texts and speeches that respond to the
actual problems of women and their unequal social status were not encountered in
the press. Due to the ceremonial nature of the event, the emphasis on objectively ex-
isting problems and controversies of socialist society did not appear in the speeches
at IWD. Although the gender profile of women was influenced by phenomena such as
the change in abortion policy and the ever-increasing divorce rate, they were not
a topic discussed on IWD. The importance of socialism for women was recalled on all
fronts. Between 1967 and 1969, however, IWD became a day when certain critical
evaluations of the position of Czechoslovak women appeared on the pages of maga-
zines.”? The strongest was then the expression of the reform wing between female
officials.”® The disproportionate burden on women at work and at home and the lack
of time for children and personal development were emphasized. The image of the
woman thus took on “more traditional” contours, while the role of the mother was
emphasized not in the context of struggle, but in the context of upbringing. A woman
is a mother and should have time for her natural role. In 1968, the relevant issue of
Vlasta addressed the issue of unequal pay, high female occupancy and low represen-
tation of women in management and high positions.** For the first and last time, IWD
was used to openly criticize the Women'’s Union. According to the authors of the arti-
cles, the Women'’s Union was to help women in various positions to effectively solve
their problems and to take care of women as an interest group. During the Prague
Spring, women in politics were generally loudly criticized for neglecting women'’s is-
sues and how little they cared for women. Even the Viasta editorial office opposed the
approach of Bozena Machacové-Dostalov4, the only woman in government. She al-
legedly made insufficient efforts from the position of minister to solve the problems
of women in the consumer industry and rejected legitimate criticism. According to
the editors, Vlasta was also significantly limited by the censorship of the Women’s
Union, through which articles pointing to the shortcomings of a socialist society
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concerning women were not to go through.?”> We cannot read in any of the numerous
interviews provided by the female deputies to Vlasta magazine that they are taking
the position of deputies to focus more on the problems and interests of neglected
Czechoslovak women. In the dynamic atmosphere of 1968, the women in the Nation-
al Assembly split into two very different wings, labelled “feminist reform” and “conser-
vative! Criticism of discrimination and the living conditions of women in Czechoslovakia,
especially among the more educated and younger deputies, appeared. In a speech
led by deputy Stastna, we read: “Today we are not and cannot be satisfied with any
slogans about socialism (...). We want to hear a real answer to the questions that real
life in a socialist society poses for us. We want to hear the answer to our worries and
our own experiences."® In matter of changes in the content of the term“emancipation,’
the easing and loosening of the censorship during the Prague Spring was absolutely
crucial. “Until a few years ago, we all thought that there was no so-called ‘women’s
question’ that socialism had not solved. We had to correct the ideas we had in
1948-1949 and later to some extent. It is not enough that the employment of women
has increased in our country to an unprecedented level. With the growing employ-
ment of women, without which our society cannot be, many new tasks have been
added to the woman, but the burden of old responsibilities has not been lost.”” There
is a question to what extent are the revisions of reduction of female emancipation to
women’s employment associated with the new ideas of the 1960s, and to what extent
they were constantly present in society. According to the way women evaluated their
motivations for work in the 1950s during questionnaire surveys®, one can also consider
the possibility that the late 1960s did not bring new ideas, but only gave space to
those which were already present in society, but were silenced by discourse.”® The
tradition of the non-communist bourgeois women’s movement, which was completely
prevalent in Czechoslovakia before the war, was profound. It seems quite probable
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that the ideas and the models of the emancipated woman constructed by the demo-
cratic women’s movement could not be completely pushed out of society. First Re-
public feminism did not work with the “employment” reduction in the issue of
women’s emancipation. Their broader understanding of the emancipation phenome-
non better responded to complex women'’s needs.'® The perceived inadequacy of the
communist version of emancipation could then enter an open debate in times
without harsh censorship.

International Women’s Day and the perception of women emancipation
during normalization
During the normalization of the 1970s and 1980s, articles in the press and speeches
on IWD were again in the spirit of celebrating socialism as the only regime that can
bring emancipation to women.®" At the same time, the commitment to further involve
women in its construction was an integral part of all speeches. We encounter similar
rhetoric throughout the period under review until 1989. In Miroslava Némco-
vd's speech of March 1989, we read: “Therefore, women—mothers, educators,
teachers, masters—will do their best to influence the working attitudes of young
people to cultivate in them a relation to values and to the socialist homeland."®
While the elites were silent about the unequal position of Czechoslovak women, it is
possible to trace a subversive interpretation of emancipation as a burden (namely
self-sacrifice) in the statements of ordinary Czechoslovaks (and in the 1960s even in
regime women’s magazines). On IWD, various wishes and greetings aimed at women
were regularly broadcast on television and radio. Very often their difficult fate is men-
tioned here."® However, it was not perceived as something worthy of criticism. Due to
the economic conditions of households, the participation of women in the financial
security of the family was necessary. The propaganda sought to ensure that a woman
forced out of the domestic sphere did not appear in the eyes of the public to be pres-
sured by circumstances. The woman chose her extremely difficult role at the time and
did so completely freely. The objective need to bring money into the family did not
appear atallin the range of arguments presented by the regime. In the questionnaires,
on the other hand, this motivation was mentioned most often.'* Employment was to
be presented not only at IWD as the self-realization of the woman, which was made
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possible only by socialism, for which she must work alongside men.'® However, this
presentation of the situation presented in official politics and the press was in sharp
contradiction with the results of the survey of the statistical office and the statements
of witnesses.'® The double shift at work and at home was not considered a fightable
phenomenon. This is not something that could be changed. The men wished the
women “to forget that they were emancipated for at least one day.""”” The motive of
emancipation as something harmful to women persisted at least until 1989. It seems
that this is where we can look for the roots of Czech women’s reserved and even
negative approach to feminism and contemporary women’s movements.'® Emanci-
pation carried out from above, without the support of the subjects of this social
change, completely degraded it in the eyes of Czech women as a phenomenon and
was not perceived as a“success” of social development.

International Women's Day at the workplace

In addition to the already described state dimension of Women's Day, IWD celebrations
took place mainly at the level of state-owned enterprise. On this day, the workplace
was to be properly cleaned and, if necessary, decorated with flowers. It was customary
in companies to post photos of the best employees.'® However, even in the 1950s,
IWD celebrations at the workplace, when the greatest emphasis was placed on the
proper performance of the celebration, were mostly limited to “handing over
a bouquet without context”'® Despite this, according to the Women’s Union’s
instructions, the companies were to be the main celebrating entity right after the
state officialities. Such an approach was fully in line with the idea of women as
a workforce. It is clear from the respondents’ remembrance that there were probably
companies in which IWD was celebrated “in style,"and such companies were also repor-

105 Vlasta 31 (10), 1978, p. 3; Vlasta 4 (12), 1952, p. 2, Promise of women to the president of the republic.

106 A.WAGNEROVA, Zena za socialismu, p. 94.

107 Recording of the wishes of actor Petr Kostka in the programme Kolotoc. Available from: Interna-
tional Women's Day under Socialism: Builders, Mothers and Housewives Plus. Czech Radio Plus,
1997, https://plus.rozhlas.cz/mezinarodni-den-zen-za-socialismu-budovatelky-matky-i-hospo-
dynky-7781058 (29.05.2023).

108 Bohuslav BLATEK, Bariéry feminismu v Cechdch na konci 20. stoleti, in: Marie Chfibkova (ed.), Femi-
nismus devadesatych let ¢eskyma ocima, Prague 1999, pp. 193-203; Kirstie RATZER-FARLEY,
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http://kentinprague.com/wpcontent/uploads/2013/09/The-Czech-Feminist-Movement.pdf
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International Women's Day as a platform of gender performativity in socialist Czechoslovakia

ted by the press."! So we meet with concerts, social evenings, trips, balls, educational
discussions, etc."? In some cases, the range of events related to IWD could take several
days. For example, lantern parades, usually organized on 7 March, became popular.'
As for the participation of women in the organization of their International Day,
there was an interesting transfer of the initiative during the period. While in the 1950s,
IWD was organized mainly by women for women in municipalities and companies.
Over time, men took over this position, and in the normalization period, women were
most often in the position of spectators. This change was probably the result of many
factors. Generational change played an indispensable role in this process. The female
IWD initiators in the early 1950s had a demonstrably deep interest in the organization
of IWD. Their interest in the holiday is evident from the amount of documentation,
surveys, and detailed instructions that these women created in the early 1950s. The
surviving correspondence also shows a very intense interest and shows that IWD was
indeed without exaggeration the most important day of the year for these women. In
the second half of the 1960s at the latest, this first generation was not replaced by
women with a similar passion for organizing the day. The post-war initiators with
a really deep interest in the organization of IWD were mainly women with pre-war
political experience, widows of important communists and women who were part of
the party during the First Republic. There were personalities like Anezka Hodi-
nova-Spurna, Gusta Fucikova, or Marie Svermova who enjoyed general respect from
their male colleagues and companions. This was also reflected in their presence on
the highest levels of the political management of the republic in the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party in Czechoslovakia. That mentioned interest manifested
itself in long discussions and meetings. The women around Marie Svermova and other
pre-war connoisseurs worked out extensive sets of proposals for the course of IWD,
proposed suitable slogans, sought financial and human resources, advocated the
spread of IWD to all corners of Czechoslovakia, and generally devoted an immense
amount of time and effort to the whole event. With the retirement of these women,
the above activities also disappeared. The proposed ideas remained the same from
year to year and the nature of IWD stabilized, the slogans, visuals and programs of the
event did not change, and the implementation of the event was generally taken over
by managers of individual companies and institutions. At the same time, the compo-
sition of the Central Committee of the Communist Party in Czechoslovakia changed
fundamentally. Only two women ever reached the highest levels of the Central Com-

111 RP 51 (56), 1971, p. 2.

112 Ibidem.

113 NA, 1564 1261/1/17, poster Where after work in the week from 5 to 11 March 1951, Banska
Bystrica, p. 22.
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mittee. At the VIlith Congress, only Marie Svermova was elected to the presidency of

the Central Committee at the communist congress, and from 27 June 1948, after the

merger of the communist party with the social democracy, Ludmila Jankovcova was
co-opted to the presidency.

At the IXth Congress in 1949, Svermova and Jankovcova were re-elected, while
Svermova was removed from her post as a result of political trials on 21 January
1951." After the Congress of 1954, Ludmila Jankovcové appeared only in the position
of a candidate of the political bureau of the Communist Party. She remained in this
position even after the congresses of 1958 and 1962.""¢ At the 1966 convention, no
woman was elected to the presidency.’” After the extraordinary congress of the party,
held on 22 August 1968 in Vysocany, Libuse Hrdinové appeared in the presidency and
held her position until April 1969.""® Until after the XVth Congress of April 1976,
a woman, even “only” as a member of the secretariat, Marie Kabrhelova, reappears on
the highest levels of the Central Committee. If we are dealing with the period between
1948 and 1989, we cannot talk about the real share of women in the government, and
this was the case especially after the 1960s.

Some specific women's activities on the occasion of 8 March were women'’s socialist
work commitments in the 1950s."° Corporate initiatives were frequent, with a group
of women pledging to increase their performance in the interests of peace and social-
ism in the coming year. Another specific feature of the 1950s was the evaluation of the
best employees at the corporate level. Appreciation of female employees in socialist
Czechoslovakia was generally understood as an effective form of motivating women
to work. Especially in the first years of the observed period, we came across countless
different diplomas, awards, recognitions, etc., which employees could receive for their
exemplary work.'®

The management of the companies, as we have already mentioned, was instruct-
ed directly from the centre of the Women’s Union about the required form of the
reminder of IWD. The chairman of the state-owned enterprise or another represen-
114 Https://www.upn.gov.sk/projekty/funkcionari-ksc-kss/ (29.05.2023).
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kace v regiondini perspektivé (podzim 1950-jaro 1951), Securitas imperii 32 (1), 2018, pp. 222-249.
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tative of the company was to give a speech at the beginning, which had been pre-
pared for him in advance by the members of the local women’s organization. Most
often, however, the company did only the requisite minimum. There was a simple
handover of a flower from one of the managers. Due to the low representation of
women in management positions, the handler was almost always a man. A priori
assumptions that there will always be a man in the leading position in the company
can also be found in the instructions. The one who had to appreciate a woman was
always a man, and by this assumption, he was always placed in a superior position.
The woman’s work was praised as helpful, and the man, as a superior, symbolically
handed her a flower."”" It is the act of handing over a flower that can be associated
with the relatively traditional concept of a woman as the fairer sex, and it was thus
presented in the period media. According to the official statement of the chairwoman
of the Women'’s Union, the flower handed over to women at IWD was “an expression
of gratitude for the values that women create for our society."'** But for the most
part, women saw the act as “a necessity."’? IWD was not an internalized need for
participants to present personal beliefs about the need to celebrate women’s merits
in society. They were motivated to participate in the celebrations by the state and
the regime embodied in the management of the company. This corresponds to
the complaint published in Viasta in 1968. “Mostly, we know this from our own
experience: on 8 March, we get a bouquet or a treat, they tell us how great and im-
portant we and our colleagues are and also state enterprises have their duty over.
Ninety-nine percent of them don’t even think about remembering us another
time.”"* In the case of celebrations in a larger company, especially in the 1950s, the
ceremonial handing over of so-called shock-working books, or the public “promotion”
of successful women to formerly purely male positions was to follow. Particularly
successful women, improvers and women who passed on their experience to other
employees were also to be awarded. The number of newly employed and retrained
women was to be evaluated. An integral part was also the declaration of commitments
made by women. One of the main points of the programme was either the ceremonial
opening of one of the infrastructure sites helping women (e.g., company laundries,
nursery, canteens), or there was a commitment to build such a facility. The situation
was similar in the case of the construction of a new part of a collective farm, a park,
or a playground.'®

121 NA, f. 21, Instructions for the organization of IWD. International Women’s Day in Brno, inv. No.18.
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Another possible women'’s initiative was a temporary takeover of leadership. In the
week around 8 March, women took over the leading positions in the Kablo company
in Kladno. The way in which events of this type have been reported clearly shows
how exotic the women in the management of the company were and how the
change of roles was understood. Such a temporary exchange of positions has a car-
nival effect. Although women were apparently given the opportunity to prove their
abilities, at the same time they were not expected to be led into the leadership other
than as an attraction.'?® These events were criticized from above as early as 1952,
precisely because of their ambivalent sound and zero impact, and their organization
was abandoned in the future. In the words of deputy Anezka Hodinové-Spurna, “We
want us to have women leaders year-round.”'* Another analogous exchange of roles,
held on Women'’s Day in the 1950s, was the handing over of the leadership of local
National Committees to women.'?® These were most often the wives of officials or
women active in the Czechoslovak Women’s Union. Although the official discourse
sought to involve women more in politics, the psychological effect of women'’s Na-
tional Committees was quite the opposite. The exchange was always conceived as
temporary. It was organized by men as a “public game” for women. The women
themselves always presented it as an interesting experience, after which they most
valued all the work that the National Committee did. The women themselves con-
structed their position during this exchange as being “just for help” and short-term.
Their work had the character of an exceptional and unusual ecstasy from the every-
day norm of social order. In terms of understanding the position of women in social-
ist society, these events were a demonstration of the patriarchal concept of gender
order. An example of such an action could be the takeover of the local National
Committee in Sovinky. The women ran the village here for 14 days. It is no surprise
that they did not try any changes, interventions in established orders or statements.
During their tenure, they “examined” what their men were doing at meetings, and as
they reported in Vlasta magazine, “thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned their offices.”'®
Although initiating similar events was intended to motivate women to become more
involved in public life, the desired effect was not achieved. As late as 1989, an exten-
sive article related to women in public office or business management as anomalies
appeared in Vlasta magazine.'°
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According to the respondents and the analysis of the relevant period texts, the
motivations for participation in IWD were different. Despite the fact that the respon-
dents equally rated IWD as embarrassing and meaningless'', participation in the
group “celebration” was mass. This is also evidenced by period reports on the course
of IWD. For example, in 1951, in Slovakia, IWD celebrations took place in 3,318 munic-
ipalities and 1,093 state enterprises. A total of 971,891 citizens took part in the
celebrations. That the participation was really general is also evidenced by the orga-
nizers'claim that a certain priest in Moravia also preached about peace and women on
Sunday, 8 March.™* The pressure to participate was a common feature of all communist
holidays. Participation was voluntary, but unofficially mandatory. It is paradoxical that
it was women rather than men who expressed opposition to their own holiday. “Years
ago, | preferred to take a vacation on this day, but my manager accused me of having
bourgeois behaviour when | sided with the team."'*3 Respondents often rated the offi-
cial nationwide dimension of IWD, associated with the appreciation of women, as
completely inauthentic and uninteresting, and did not consider women to be per-
forming as role models or inspiration. Contrary to the speeches made on IWD every
year by prominent political figures, women in Czechoslovakia did not get the impres-
sion that the state would pay them any special honour on this day.

IWD celebrations did not rouse any internal affiliation among all women as a social
group associated with common interests and difficulties. It seems, that mainly due to
zero reflection of social trends in the development of society and blindness to prob-
lems and discrimination of socialist women, the holiday gradually lost its significance
and potential in the eyes of Czechoslovak women and influenced gender representa-
tions and the transmission of coded gender content. Although it is difficult to sub-
stantiate this thesis scientifically, this claim is supported by a number of analysed
egodocuments and recorded evidence of women in the late 1970s and 1980s."* In
the period of late socialism, the emptiness of the IWD celebrations was obvious and
corresponds to previous research related to other socialist rituals. As a rule, the orga-
nizers of IWD did not come up with anything new, nor did they use this day for social
criticism. As with other holidays, IWD was a necessary annual routine, both for the
organizers (usually men since the early 1970s) and for the “spectators” (usually wom-
en). However, among the witnesses, we encounter a relatively wide range of ap-
proaches to the celebration of the international women’s holiday. Most of the time,
mKOVA, Diploma thesis, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, Prague 2019.
132 NA, 1564 1261/1/17 Central Commission of Women 1945-1954, Report on the course of IWD
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however, they are united by explicit opposition to the official form of the holiday.'*
According to a well-known thesis by Michel de Certeau, the relations between the
state apparatus and the management of companies can be interpreted as relations
between “strategy and tactics."'*® The author uses the terms “strategy,” which refers to
the practices of the strong and superior; and “tactics,” as a term referring to the daily
and often unconscious activities of the weak. Thus, while strategies are determined by
their own space, tactics favour the dimension of time and rely on its skilful use to
overwhelm the system. Strategy is the formal directive structure of action that is sent
from the central authority to individuals. On the contrary, tactics are the real experi-
ence of subordinates. The company’s management and ordinary individuals were
looking for ways to cope with the situation in a directive-controlled area—controlled
by the party and the government.

Many corporate celebrations were then perceived more as an opportunity to have
fun or get drunk without a clear connection to the celebration of women and their
merits. However, since the 1970s, we have also seen a clear departure in the official
women’s press from the will to celebrate and participate in its celebrations. The wom-
en were bothered by the already mentioned inauthenticity of state celebrations and
the form of the holiday in companies. In their statements, the women mentioned the
“boredom” and “leatheriness” of the Prague Castle celebrations. In the case of corpo-
rate celebrations, they reacted explicitly to some negative phenomena such as drunk-
enness of participants, or to the fact that IWD is no longer a holiday of women and
women’s rights or merit, but rather an opportunity to organize a party for men. The
evaluation of the nature of IWD is illustrated by comments such as: “This holiday has
become a day of drinking” or “Drinking with colleagues probably tastes better for
men. This results in infidelity.'” Women often complained that they could not attend
the evening part of the celebrations due to worries about the household, while their
husbands did not take care of the household even on this day. “Of course, a man will not
enter the kitchen and will not take care of the children. The women cannot celebrate
their women’s holiday differently than at the stove. Of course, the evening part of the
celebrations can be attended mainly by childless and single women, who do not yet
know much about family worries. They enchant a married man without restraint.”'3#
The lived practice of IWD corporate celebrations in many cases confirmed the tradi-
tional gender order not only by an act of congratulation but also by subsequent

135 In addition to the direct testimonies of witnesses, some feuilletons in the periodical press also re-
fer to this phenomenon. E.g., NEPIL, Frantisek, K mezindrodnimu dni Zen, Vlasta 37 (11), 1984, p. 23.
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merriment. “As a thanks for congratulations, women must give money and prepare
meals for men. And again, we are cooks also at work, and men can rejoice."'**

Celebrating International Women'’s Day in households

When it came to celebrating IWD in the family, it is definitely not possible to work with
the mass reception of this holiday in the private/domestic sphere. On the contrary,
IWD celebrations have been associated with some negative effects on family life since
the 1970s at the latest. Occasional infidelities as well as divorces caused by unbridled
entertainment on IWD were often mentioned. The men then defended themselves on
the pages of the women’s press in the section “Dialogue” of the IWD celebration,
claiming that “Defending the admiration of co-workers is not typical for men, and no
man wants to be under the slipper of his own wife.""*° WD celebrations, probably also
for the reasons mentioned above, did not become a part of the holidays held in the
family circle to a greater extent. Also, the internalization that achieved Mother’s Day
during the First Republic never occurred.' The tradition of children’s greeting cards
for mothers, already remembered in pre-war Czechoslovakia, was thus integrated into
the“family” celebrations of Women's Day. The school also became involved in celebration
of the 8th of March. The children made greeting cards for their mothers and teachers.
In the first half of the 1950s, greeting letters were written in schools under the supervi-
sion of teachers to shock workers and exemplary peasants.'*

Conclusion

IWD celebrations in socialist Czechoslovakia had clearly defined rules and procedures
at all levels. By participating in an event celebrating a socialist woman, each of the
participants confirmed the ideological anchoring of the current gender regime and
became a co-creator of images of ideal men and women. A clear definition of gender
roles was an integral and indispensable part of socialist ideology. Its clearly defined
criteria were then closely linked to the functioning of the regime as a whole and were
absolutely necessary for it. Through the presentation of good examples of the women
suitable for the regime, the communist party consistently sought to shape Czechoslo-
vak women. IWD was not a women'’s holiday in socialist Czechoslovakia, but a celebra-
tion of the gender image of a woman shaped by authoritative discourse. As the regi-
me’s demands of the ideal woman changed, so did the image presented during IWD.
Like other communist festivities, the course of the day maintained its standardized
139 Vlasta 32 (4), 1979, p. 18.

140 Vlasta 32 (6), 1979, p. 18.
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form and was organized centrally at all levels. The IWD celebration took the form of
something mandatory and demanded by the regime’s authority, or directly by a com-
pany’s management. IWD, as it was presented and as it took place in Czechoslovakia,
was fundamentally different from its original purpose and from the ideological corpus
that initially constructed it. It lacked spontaneity and did not respond to the current
needs and difficulties of women, even in the line of ceremonial speeches. At the same
time, it did not develop symbolically and visually. The explicative potential of this fes-
tivity in relation to the successful shaping of Czechoslovak women has lost its strength
over time. It was not a holiday for women, but a holiday for the regime. It was much
more a tool for shaping society than a day of festivity. At the national level, the IWD
was also day of the presentation of benefits of socialism for women as a social group.
With the exception of the late 1960s, it always presented the so-called women's issue
as a solved problem. The regime during the IWD sidelined long-term problems of
women in Czechoslovakia, their gender discrimination and often unequal position
towards men. The Czechoslovak form of emancipation was understood as a clearly
positive achievement in the IWD discourse. In the eyes of the general public, the
emancipation (about which was talked about, especially during the IWD) on the other
hand, was presented more as a burden. At the national level, emancipation was seen
as a benefit and the merit of socialism.There was a very close connection between the
socialist regime and how the public understood the term “emancipation”. This connec-
tion and the connection of the IWD with the communist regime is also evidenced by
the fact that the whole mass holiday, so massive until the coup, disappeared with no
regret in November 1989.
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Summary

The article aims to describe and analyse the ways in which the authorities in socialist
Czechoslovakia shaped the female gender, especially with regard to the organization
and course of International Women’s Day. The text deals with the complex significance
of International Women's Day for the development of the gender image of women in
Czechoslovakia. The article describes the development of the celebration of this festivity.
International Day in Czechoslovakia is considered as a day with significant gender
performative potential. It works with the speeches, speech acts, public media presen-
tation of the holiday and the actors’ attitudes towards the IWD. With this article, the
author aims to contribute to the research of gender strategies of authoritarian regi-
mes. The national holiday dedicated to women as a social group was the best platform
for articulating the regime’s strategies in relation to women. It has the potential to
reveal how Czechoslovak state socialism perceived women. The text aims to contribute
to the creation of a comprehensive picture of the Czechoslovak public’s relationship
to women'’s emancipation as a phenomenon. By examining the IWD, the article
attempts to help the research on the role of women in socialist society and research
on communist celebrations.
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Vladislav RAZIM, Stfedovéka opevnéni éeskych mést. 1. dil - vyklad, Praha,
Narodni pamatkovy ustav, izemni odborné pracovisté stiednich Cech 2022,
495 stran. ISBN 978-80-88339-12-0.

Je osvédcenou pravdou, Ze souborné a ve svém oboru prevratné dilo mize snaze
napsat erudovany jedinec, a to i v dnesni dobé, kdy se - mnohdy k neprospéchu véci
- prosazuje spise trend pocetnych autorskych kolektiv(l. Vyhodou prace jednotlivce
je mimo jiné konzistentni a vyvazeny obsah, ucelend formulace myslenek, ale para-
doxné casto i kvantita a obsaznost sdéleni. A pokud se ohlédneme nazpét do déjin
historického vyzkumu, jsou to pravé dila jednotlivych autord, nikoli kolektivni mono-
grafie, co dodava védé nové impulsy a nazorové sméry. Rovnéz tolik Zddouci a pro-
spésny multidisciplindrni pfistup se pfi psani syntézy mize stat ucinnéjsim nastrojem
v rukou jednoho fundovaného autora.

Uvodni slova, myslim, plati pro ¢tyfsvazkové kompendium Vladislava Razima
vénované stredovékym méstskym fortifikacim v ¢eskych zemich. Vydani se ujal Na-
rodni pamatkovy Ustav, autorovo ,domovské” pracovisté, jehoz vydavatelska ¢innost
je v posledni dobé zcela mimoradna a nepochybné bude pfiznivé hodnocena jesté
pristimi generacemi odborné i laické verejnosti. Publikace o méstskych hradbach neni
lehkym ¢tenim, a to v doslovném i pfeneseném slova smyslu. Hutny text vyzaduje
neustélou ¢tendiskou pozornost, nebot pojednavé dané téma v mnoha rGznych kon-
textech: od politickych d&jin pfes urbanismus a historii vojenského femesla az po ve-
lice konkrétni detaily stavebniho fedeni.

Kniha ma tradicni, pfehlednou strukturu. Prvni ¢ast je vénovéna jednak definici
méstskych opevnéni, ale i mésta jako takového, jednak stavu a zhodnoceni dosavadni-
ho vyzkumu, ktery je nerovhomérny a ma v rGznych lokalitdich kolisavou uroven.
Prekvapivé miize byt i to, jak nesnadno se vymezuje vlastni predmét studia, respektive
jak otevieny z(stdva seznam opevnénych lokalit méstského typu — nejenze na mnoha
mistech mohla fortifikace vzniknout a opét zaniknout, aniz by zanechala stopu v pra-
menech, ale existuji naopak mista, kde je vyslovné dokladovéno povoleni ke stavbé
hradeb, kterd nakonec nebyla realizovéna viibec, nebo jen z&asti. Do Gvodni kapitoly
bylo zahrnuto i kratké zamysleni nad problematikou tzv. opevnénych vesnic. Skoda, Ze
jinenivknize vénovano pfece jen vic pozornosti, i kdyZ je jasné, Ze jde o svébytné téma.
V. Razim pfimo vola po dalSim vyzkumu a evidenci tohoto jevu, ktery byl Cetnosti svého
vyskytu vlastné vzacnéjsim nez fortifikace mést. Bez fadného poznani jednotlivych
opevnénych vesnic nebude mozné formulovat smysluplné zavéry a nalézt napfiklad
sty¢né body mezi nimi a méstskymi pevnostnimi systémy.’

1 Nad problematikou se zamysli napf. Jan PESTA, Fortifikacni prvky v prostredi vesnic?, Svornik 11,
2013, 5.60-70.
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Dalsi oddil knihy zasazuje mésta a jejich fortifikace do Sirokého kontextu stfedo-
evropského vyvoje. Autor sleduje genezi sidel méstského typu od raného stfedovéku
az hluboko do 16. stoleti, upozorriuje na funkci mést v ekonomické, spravni a politické
sféfe, v3ima si komplikovanych vztahG mezi jednotlivymi lokalitami navzajem i postojl
méstskych komunit v{i¢i panovnikovi. Tento souhrn neni nikterak samoucelny, nebot
konkrétni pozice mésta v bezpecnostni strukture zemé pomUze pochopit smysl
budovani ndrocnych opevnéni a prispét k jejich dataci.

Nasleduji uz kapitoly vice ,hradebni”. Autor se v nich nejprve vénuje urbanistickému
a funkénimu provézani fortifikaci s méstskym organismem jako takovym, sleduje z3-
konitosti ve vztazich mezi hradebnim prstencem a dispozici mésta. SpiSe v naznacich
si v§ima kontextu s okolni krajinou (relikt staré pfistupové komunikace u Koufimi,
5. 223). Zvlastni pozornost vénuje méstskym hradiim, opevnénym sakralnim stavbam,
ale také jinym objektlm s obrannym potencidlem.V posledné zminéném ohledu pfi-
nasi V. Razim inspirativni Uvahy, podlozené ovsem hmotnymi ¢i pisemnymi prameny,
o defenzivnich moznostech uvniti méstského prostoru. Na prikladech ukazuje, ze
obrana mésta nemusela byt ztracena ani po pfekonani hlavni hradby nepfitelem: pfi
uli¢nich bojich bylo mozno vyuzit pfipravené piekéazky (fetézy), ukryty v domech
nebo sklepich, ale vyhodu obranctim poskytovala i orientace a dGvérnd znalost mést-
ské topografie, ktera jim umoznovala [épe improvizovat.

Teprve nyni prichdzeji na fadu jednotlivé fortifikacni prvky, jejich obranny vyznam,
geneze a konstrukéni fedeni: hlavni hradba, véze, basty, brany, parkdnova linie, pfikop
a nasep, vysunuté a predsunuté soucasti opevnéni. Vice prostoru — a tfeba i samo-
statnou kapitolu - by si zaslouZila otdzka fortifikaci pfedmésti (souhrnné zde na s.
217-218, 311 a pak v pfisludnych heslech katalogu). Po zasluze vénuje autor nékolik
stran tém pevnostnim objektlm, zejména branam, u nichz byl vyuzit potenciél k re-
prezentaci a demonstraci ekonomickych moznosti a uméleckych ambici stavebnika;
vedle extrémnich pfipadd, jimiz jsou ndro¢né provedené fasady vézi prazského Karlo-
va mostu ¢i PraSné brany, uvadi i nékteré realizace provin¢niho charakteru.

DalSimi kapitolami se V. Razim dotyka problematiky vystavby méstského opevnéni,
a sice otazek jejiho financovani a organiza¢niho zajisténi, véetné napfiklad pivodu
pouzitého stavebniho materidlu. Zde bylo nutno proniknout do oblasti méstské eko-
nomiky a v Sirsim smyslu méstské spravy, ale zaroven do otézek tykajicich se dostup-
nosti stavebnich femesel, rozvrzeni kompetenci v rdmci ndro¢ného stavebniho podni-
ku, ale naptiklad také moznosti vyuzit robotnich povinnosti poddanych na méstském
velkostatku. Autor zde dochézi k zavérim, ze vystavba fortifikacnich systéma obvykle
neprobihala nikterak plynule a obtize finan¢niho ¢i technického razu byvaly spise
pravidlem nez vyjimkou. Zahdjenim vystavby ¢i rozsdhlejsi prestavby hradeb, bran



a vézi mohly své redlné moznosti precenit i jinak ekonomicky silné méstské komunity.

Pfevazné na archivnich pramenech, respektive na odborné literature spociva dalsi
oddil knihy vénovany obrané stfedovékého mésta, jeji organizaci, rozsahu méstskych
arzenall a moznostem vyuziti zbrani v boji o mésto. Prestoze by se mohlo zdat, Ze
stfedovéké valecnictvi (a v tom zejména vojenstvi husitské éry) je namétem uz skrz
naskrz prozkoumanym generacemi historik(i, nové Razimovo shrnuti poukazuje i zde
na dosud mnohé oteviené otazky.

Jedna ze zévére¢nych kapitol pod ndzvem ,Vyvoj méstskych opevnéni ve stfedove-
ku a otézky provenience” zdUraznuje klicovou véc, Ze totiz méstské fortifikace ceskych
zemich se nevyvijely izolované, ale naopak maji fadu vzord a analogii predevsim
v sousednim Rakousku, Bavorsku, Sasku a Slezsku. Razimova divérnd znalost opevné-
ni v ostatnich stredoevropskych zemich dovolila odhalit vzajemné genetické vztahy
v celkovém pojeti pevnostnich systém0 i v mnohych detailech. Naznaceny jsou rovnéz
nékteré souvislosti s hradni architekturou.

Posledni tfi kapitoly byly do knihy zafazeny spiSe pro forma a nemaji ambici dané
téma vycerpat. Stat pojedndvajici o procesu zaniku méstskych opevnéni béhem no-
vovéku vyuzivd metodu nékolika pfipadovych sond, z nichZ nejobsahlejsi je kauza
Prazské brany ve Slaném, ktera byla podrobné zpracovéna ve starsi literatufe. Ceské
archivy nabizeji podobnych pfipad(i bezpocet, jejich soustavné vytéZzeni a zhodnoce-
ni by si vSak vyzadalo Siroce rozkro¢eny pramenny vyzkum na dlouha léta. Kapitoly
,Pamatkové ochrana od poloviny 19. stoleti - zakladni teze z pohledu SHP” a, Potfeby
a vyhledy dal$iho vyzkumu” jsou vzhledem k profesnimu ukotveni autora v pamatko-
vé péci az prekvapivé kratké (v prvnim pfipadé tfi tiskové strany, v druhém pripadé
vlastné jedind strana). To nejdileZitéjsi je viak i tady feceno.

Referovana kniha je logickym vyusténim celozivotniho odborného zajmu svého
autora. Navic jde o dilo, které svym zaméfenim, rozsahem a kvalitou zpracovani sotva
snese srovnani v evropském, tim méné pak v domacim méfitku. Recenze proto nemu-
Ze vyznit jinak nez veskrze kladné. Pfres svij obrovsky zabér — anebo pravé proto - vak
publikace zaroven nese znaky ptiznacné pro kompendia souborného ¢i encyklope-
dického rdzu. Mdme tu predevsim na mysli, Ze celd fada zajimavych a dulezitych otazek
musela byt pojedndna jen v nutné zkratce ¢i ndznaku, a kniha se tak stdva v mnoha
smérech inspirativni pro dalsi badani.

Podrobnéjsi rozpracovani by si zaslouzila napfiklad jiz zminéna problematika opev-
nénych vesnic, sakralnich staveb uzplGsobenych k obrané (které mohly mnohde sup-
lovat chybéjici fortifikaci mésta jako celku), stejné jako opevnénych predmésti. PFili$

2 Zdenék WIRTH, Slany v dobé empiru 1., Slansky obzor 28, 1920, s. 3-23; Pavel ZAHRADNIK, Slany,
meéstské opevnéni, Archivni reSerse 1999-2000.
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velkym soustem by v tuto chvili asi byla moznost chronologického pokracovani
smérem do novovéku, kde uz byl oviem dosavadni kompaktni a viceméné kontinual-
ni vyvoj méstskych fortifikaci znacné rozriiznén a rozpad| se pfinejmensim do dvou
hlavnich sméru - jednim byla tendence ke vzniku bastionovych pevnosti, oviem jen
ve vybranych lokalitdch, druhym pak prezivani a beznadéjné zastaravani stfedové-
kych opevnéni (pfesto nelze opomijet, Ze podstatna ¢ast z nich byla schopna tGcinné
obrany nejen béhem tficetileté vélky, nybrz jesté v konfliktech 18. stoleti).?

Mnoha specialni témata zUstavaji spiSe ukolem pro historiky a archivare. V. mnoha
smérech je mozno prohloubit studium organizace obrany mésta nebo kupfikladu
u poddanskych lokalit sledovat spoluplisobeni méstskych samosprav s pfislusnou
vrchnosti. Postihnout by bylo mozno vyznam hradebniho systému pro vnitini topo-
grafii mésta a praktickou orientaci v jeho prostoru.* Samotnd linie hlavni hradby méla
v myslenkovém svété stredovéku a raného novovéku rovnéz nepominutelny pravni
vyznam, doslova oddélovala svét méstanského bezpedi uvnit od potencialné nebez-
pecného venkovniho prostredi, tvofila administrativni hranici a zcela zfetelné rozmezi,
kdy na kazdé strané platily jiné normy pro posuzovani lidskych skutkd. Zvlast by bylo
mozno studovat funkce méstskych bran, jejich provoz a zajisténi ostrahy. Brany mély
i v mirovych dobéch funkci regulaéni - kontrolovaly provoz mezi vnéjsim a vnitfnim
svétem, mohly vylucovat vstup nezadoucich osob (zlo¢incd, jinovércl, nakazenych),
jakoZzto komunikacni uzel slouzily i potfebam Siteni informaci. Jinym rozsdhlym namé-
tem, a dosud z velké ¢asti otevienym, je jakysi,druhy Zivot” hradebniho systému, tedy
sekundarni vyuziti vézi, bran, parkant a dalSich prvkd.> V. mnoha lokalitach pak Ize
zarchivnich prament dobte popsat proces postupné degradace a zaniku historickych
pevnostnich systém, ktery ve své pokrocilé fazi vyvolal reakci v podobé snah kulturni
vefejnosti o zachranu zbyvajicich soucasti hradeb. Pravé boj za zachovéni ohrozenych
stredovékych vézi &i bran okolo prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti patfi k nejstarSim kapitolam
déjin pamatkové péce a je dokumentovan v pisemné agendé tehdejsich centralnich
pamatkovych Gfadu ve Vidni a Praze.

Prvni, vykladovy svazek referované publikace - v chronologickém pofadi viak vyda-
ny az jako posledni - je logickou soucasti obsahlého dila o Ctyfech svazcich. Shrnuje
dosavadni stav poznani méstskych fortifikaci a vymezuje jejich pozici ve vyvoji stfedo-

3 Martin EBEL - Eliska NOVA, Soumrak méstskych fortifikaci po tficetileté vdlce, Svornik 11,2013, s.
166-176.

4 Naznakem napt. Daniel KOVAR, Orientace v prostoru stfedovékého a rané novovékého mésta a jeho
predmésti. Priklad krdlovskych Ceskych Budgjovic, in: Od Velkého trzisté k namésti Jana Palacha.
Nézvoslovi vefejnych prostranstvi ve méstech stfedni Evropy, Praha 2022 (= Documenta Pragen-
sia. Supplementa 10), s. 157-175.

5 Napf. Miroslav NOVY, Druhy Zivot jedné méstské hradebni véze, Svornik 13, 2015, s. 20-28.



véké spolecnosti Ceskych zemi a obecnéji stfedni Evropy. V. mnoha aspektech jde
o dilo prikopnické, které jako celek sotva najde v brzké dobé pokracovatele, ale
v dil¢ich otézkéch pfimo ¢&i nepfimo vyzyva k navazujicimu badani.V bézné ¢tenérské
a pamatkarské praxi se vétsiho vyuziti pravdépodobné docka predevsim samotny
katalog jednotlivych lokalit obsazeny ve 2. a 3. dilu. Katalog neni bezprostfednim
predmétem této recenze, a tak Ize jen obecné poznamenat, Ze i v ném se nabizi Siroké
pole pro pokracujici regiondlni vyzkum. Hlavnim autorskym pfinosem je zde doku-
mentace stavajiciho stavu méstskych opevnéni, jejich popis a zhodnoceni jednotli-
vych fortifikacnich systém(. Pokud jde o historické pasaze hesel, autor zde nutné
musel vychdzet z existujici literatury, z niz mohly byt v nékterych pfipadech prevzaty
i nepfesné nebo neuplné Udaje. Ty oviem nikterak nesnizuji hodnotu celého dila,
naopak mohou byt opét vyzvou k doplfiujicimu vyzkumu v archivnich pramenech.

PhDr. Daniel Kovar

Statni okresni archiv Ceské Budéjovice
Statni oblastni archiv v Treboni
Rudolfovské 40,370 01 Ceské Budéjovice
Ceska republika
daniel.kovar@ceskearchivy.cz
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Jiti HOFMAN, Viasti k obrané, matce ke cti. Stavba pevnosti Terezin
1780-1790, Ceské Budéjovice, Bohumir Némec - Veduta 2022. 352 stran.
ISBN 978-80-88030-69-0.

Je smutnou realitou stavu ¢eské historiografie vojenstvi, Ze nova monografie temati-
zujici pevnostni stavby ¢&i pevnosti coby instituce téméf automaticky vyvolava
ve Ctendfi obavy. Drtivé vétsina produkce k tématu se totiz malokdy dostane za popis
samotné fyzické stavby, a ne vzdy je tento zalozen na poctivém vyzkumu ¢asto masiv-
ni pramenné zakladny, skryté v temnych utrobach videriského Véle¢ného archivu.
O to vétsi potédeni Ize zazit nad textem, ktery se z tohoto Zelezného - nebo snad ka-
menného? - pravidla vymyka. Jifi Hofman si je pIné védom skutecnosti, ze ,vojensti
historici maji asto po obsahové, metodologické i pramenné-kritické strance co dohdnét"
(s. 18), a dlikladny prehled po ceské i zahrani¢ni produkci mu umoznuje se vici sou-
¢asnému stavu vyzkumu efektivné vymezit.! Sv(j text cilené sméfuje mimo tradi¢ni,
Uzce zaméreny technologistni pohled na d&jiny fortifikaci a hlasi k sice letité, aviak
v Ceské historiografii vojenstvi stéle nepfilis rozvinuté tradici new military history,
jejimz kone¢nym cilem je zaclenit historii vélky a vojenstvi do SirSiho proudu historio-
grafie na zakladé opravnéného presvédceni, ze valka a organizované nasili (a vse, co
s nimi souvisi) jsou integralni soucasti poznani minulosti.

Pfedmétem autorova zdjmu je pevnost Terezin, tj. jedna z nejmodernégjsich
pevnostnich staveb bastionového typu na uzemi habsburské monarchie a zaroven
prostor paméti, kde pozdéjsi udalosti v 19. a pfedevsim 20. stoleti do znaéné miry
prekryly pGvodni stavbu novymi vyznamy. Autor chvalyhodné ignoruje stavebné-
-historicky vyvoj terezinské pevnosti, tj. jediné téma, jez je ve vztahu k Terezinu
v literatufe relativné zpracovano, a zaroven se odmitd zabyvat v ,pevnostni”
literature tak oblibenymi a v zasadé ahistorickymi debatami o pevnostnich Skolach.
Z hlediska metodologie se pfinejmensim deklaratorné hlési k tezim Christophera
Storrse a predevsim Michaela Hochedlingera o ,fiskélné-militarnim statu” a militarizaci
spolecnosti skrze rodici se statni moc 18. stoleti, tj. k jedné ze specifickych variant
Siroké teorie o ,vojenské revoluci’? Za zésadni pfinos Hofmanova textu je pfitom

1 Pro pfiklad tradi¢niho pfistupu ceské historiografie k pevnostnim déjindm viz napt. Andrej
ROMANAK, Pevnost Terezin, Dvir Kralové nad Labem 1994; Vladimir KUPKA, Pevnosti a opevnéni
vCechdch, na Moravé a ve Slezsku, Praha 2002; Idem, Stavitelé, obrdnci a dobyvatelé pevnosti, Praha
2005; resp. Jiii SLAVIK a kol., Bastionové pevnosti, Usti nad Labem 2014.

2 Christopher STORRS, The Fiscal-Military State in the “Long” Eighteenth Century, in: Christopher
Storrs (ed.), The Fiscal-Military State in the Eighteenth Century Europe, New York 2016, s. 1-22;
resp. Michael HOCHEDLINGER, The Habsburg Monarchy: From “Military Fiscal State” to “Militariza-
tion”, in: ibidem, s. 55-94. Cesky k tématu viz Gvodni kapitoly in Vitézslav PRCHAL, Spolecenstvo
hrdind - vdlka a reprezentacni strategie ceskomoravské aristokracie 1550-1750, Praha 2015.



treba povazovat skutecnost, ze otazky, které si prace klade, a pfedevsim odpovédina
né, jsou pevné ukotveny v dikladném studiu veskerého dostupného pramenného
materidlu. Na jeho zdkladé autor predestird vlastné mikrohistorickou sondu do
jednoho z nejmasivnégjsich organiza¢nich podnik( rané novovékého statu, tedy
stavby nové pevnosti. V jedné roviné se tak dozviddme ,kdy bylo co postaveno, jaké
byly stavebni fdze, kdo byl jejich inicidtorem, kdo vedoucim stavby, kdo stavbu provddél,
jaké faktory brzdily zmény pldnd” (s. 18), kde se bralo ohromné mnozstvi materialu,
odkud pochazel, ¢i jaké stopy zanechalo dilo v krajiné, zaroven vsak text velmi
poutavé osvétluje fadu procesu se stavbou spojenych. Ve vysledku pak autor umné
spojuje vojensko-historickou a stavebné-historickou analyzu s optikou ekonomickou,
historicko-geografickou, socidlni i politickou.

Vysledek je velkym pfinosem k poznani jiz prostym popisem vzniku terezinské
pevnosti, textu se viak zaroven v priibéhu popisu vzniku jedné pevnosti na severu
Cech dafi odkryvat téméF nepfeberné mnozstvi vysoce nosnych témat, pro néz je
Terezin ,pouhou” déjinnou matérii ¢i feknéme idealni ptipadovou studii. V zakladni
roviné tak HofmanUv text nabizi na dlkladné praci s prameny peclivé vystavény
obraz vzniku masivni stavby, a to od zadéni az po findlni realizaci o deset let pozdéji.
[ relativné nekompletni, skartacemi a delimitacemi tézce postizena pramenna zaklad-
na umoznuje autorovi postihnout jak mechanismus interakce rodici se statni byrokracie
s lokalnim prostiedim vrchnosti, mést i poddanych, ale i s dobovym stavebnim trhem,
jehoz plastické pfiblizeni je jednim z vrcholl celého textu. V roviné obecné pak muze-
me sledovat roli statu coby klicového aktéra, jehoz primarné mocensko-politické
z4jmy sekundarné produkuji mnozstvi zasadnich ekonomickych a socidlnich impulst
s dusledky pro jednotlivé regiony, lokality, jedince i krajinu. Vysledna podoba pevnosti
je pak proautora prisecikem celé série vlivi - strategickych cil{, jichz ma byt dosazeno
a jez odrazeji dobové vojenské mysleni i valecnou praxi; idedlnich geometricko-
matematickych modeld, tj. pevnostnich Skol, jez oviem autor trefné definuje coby
spise ,skladisté inspiraci” nez fixni formy; osobnosti samotnych tvircd, tj. vojenskych
inZzenyrd zde reprezentovanych velitelem Zenijniho sboru hrabétem Pellegrinim
a jeho tymem; terénu, do néhoz je takto,,umyslena” pevnost nakonec umisténa; casu,
v némz vznikd; a v neposledni fadé ekonomické reality vystavby.

Je to pravé analyza promény krajiny v dlisledku procesu vystavby pevnosti, jez Cte-
néfi pfivadi na mysl potencidlni Sirsi kontextualizaci Hofmanova textu. Jde nejen
o samotny proces, ktery autorovyma ocima nabizi obrazy rozsahlé, ,v podstaté pramy-
slové mési¢ni krajiny” (s. 143), s jasnymi odkazy na jeho veskrze ,moderni” charakter.
Mam na mysli i celkovou proménu jizniho bfehu Labe v uméle vytvoreny prostor, jenz
sice mozna lze oznadit za svého duhu ,barokni krajinu’, mnohem vice viak odpovida
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Cisté utilitarnimu, mentalné jiz spiSe modernimu racionalistickému industrialismu.
Autor zaroven ukazuje, jak zasadni vliv méla stavba nejen na bezprostiedni okoli,
ale i na cely region severozapadnich Cech, kdy na fadé pfikladd &asto velmi
vzdalenych mist ukazuje, jak masivni spotfeba materialu (pfedevsim kamene a dieva)
v protoindustridlnim méfitku dokazala proménovat i velmi vzdalenou krajinu.

Vyse uvedené souvisi s ¢ervenou linkou, jeZ se tahne celou praci a jez ndam skrze
proces realizace ve své dobé pravdépodobné nejndkladné;jsi mozné stavby umoziuje
nahlédnout samotnou povahu spole¢nosti a statu na prahu modernity. Ve vysledku
tak text skute¢né potvrzuje platnost teze o, fiskalné-militarnim statu’, jenz skrze svj
,vojensko-protoindsutrialni komplex” (ekonomickou a fiskaIni politiku, expertni védé-
ni a byrokratizovanou moc) posouva celou spole¢nost smérem k vrcholné modernité.
Autorovi se na pozadi prekvapivé ctivého, misty az fascinujiciho popisu vzniku
pevnosti v pozdnim 18. stoleti dafi ukdzat, jak se samotnd stavba stava nejen
objektem v krajiné, resp. fyzickym ¢i architektonickym vykonem, ale predevsim byro-
kraticko-disciplinacnim projektem socidlni etatizace. Nejvice je to zfejmé na autorové
analyticky pronikavém popisu disciplinace, resp. militarizace prace, pracovni sily,
geografického i socidlniho prostoru, jeZ jsou véechny postupné pfimo podfizovany
josefinistické byrokracii. Mira mobilizace pracovnich sil i fiskalnich zdrojt, vyZaduijici
hluboké statni zasahy do tradi¢nich socialné-mocenskych struktur, je zde opakované
dokladana na fadé velmi konkrétnich prikladl. Ne zcela Uspésné nucené nasazeni
délnikl-zednik{, resp. jejich disciplinace, zaroven ukazuje na zfetelné limity moci stale
jesté rané novovekého statu na prahu modernity, zatimco selhani,socidlniho inZenyr-
stvi osvicenského stdtu” (s. 165-168) v podobé marné snahy mésto uméle osidlit jako
by bylo predzvésti selhani fady pozdéjSich modernistickych socidlnich projektd.
Podobné i autorova analyza stavby coby zivouciho organismu podléhajiciho na jedné
strané pfisné discipliné a organizaci (organizace prace, taborové-barakova forma
ubytovani), na druhé strané neustale narazejiciho na tradi¢ni bariéry stavovsky-korpo-
rativni socialni hierarchie, opakované odkryva pnuti mezi modernizacnim étosem jo-
sefinismu a existujicimi socidlnimi strukturami.

Knihu Jifiho Hofmana lze v zasadé povazovat za definitivni popis procesu vzniku
terezinské pevnosti, a jiz pfi tomto ,pozitivistickém Cteni” jasné vynikne jeji pfinos
k poznani jejich d&jin. Stejné jako v pfipadé nedavnych text(i Petra Wohlmutha o pra-
Xi a realité obléhani v evropskych valkédch 18. a 19. stoleti v3ak jeji vyznam vyrazné
presahuje takto Uzce vymezeny obraz.? Ctena vyse uvedenym zplsobem, tedy coby

3 Viz Petr WOHLMUTH, Krev, Cest a hriza: historickd antropologie pevnostni vdlky na prikladu brit-
skych denikt z obléhdni pevnosti Bergen op Zoom z roku 1747, Praha 2017; resp. Idem, Vychod
proti Zdpadu? Krymskd vdlka (1853-1856) pohledem historické antropologie, Praha 2020.



témér antropologicky konceptualizovany ,zhustény popis” celospole¢enskych zmén
charakterizujicich nejen promény ve vedeni valky, ale celou spolecnost druhé polovi-
ny 18. stoleti, pfedstavuje dulezity pfispévek k poznani vztahu mezi valkou a spolec-
nosti na prahu modernity. Jako byl kdysi Terezin koncipovan Josefem Il. coby stavba
»matce ke cti’, je studie Jifiho Hofmana nepochybné pfispévkem ke cti” historiografie
vojenstvi, nebot ukazuje jeji potencidl pro poznani velkych déjinnych celkd. Mizeme
jen doufat, Ze se v rdmci Ceské historiografie vojenstvi nejednd o ojedinély pocin,
nybrz o pokraovani v pomalu se rozvijejicim trendu.
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Martin HLAVAC, Karel Englis: Ekonom, ktery pomohl vybudovat Ceskoslo-
vensko, Praha, Euromedia Group, a. s., v edici Universum 2021, 400 stran.
ISBN 978-80-242-8008-0.

Karel Englis je bezesporu jednou z osobnosti, kterd svou vefejnou Cinnosti ovlivnila
politickou scénu a spravu véci vefejnych v mezivaleéném Ceskoslovensku. Pravé jemu
je vénovana prvni kniha Martina Hlavéce, jejimz vydanim autor zakoncil dlouholety
vyzkum. Autor se osobnosti Karla EngliSe vénoval jiz b&hem svého studia a kniha m3,
jak sam pise, zaklad v jeho dizertacni praci. Hlavac predklada publikaci, jejimz cilem je
,Znovuobjeveni” ekonoma, ktery se vyraznou mérou zaslouzil o stabilitu ¢eskosloven-
ské mény. Cil je to nemaly a nutno podotknout, Zze kniha opravdu podava uceleny
pohled na cely Englis(iv Zivot.

V pfedmluvé autor poukazuje na okrajovy zajem historiki o osobnost Karle Englise,
Casto zastinénou Aloisem Rasinem. Vzhledem k EngliSové kariéfe a védecké Cinnosti
v ekonomice nepfekvapi fakt, Ze kniha je opatiena predmluvou byvalého guvernéra
Ceské narodni banky Jifiho Rusnoka. Ten v nékolika odstavcich zhodnotil vliv Karla
Englise, mimo jiné rovnéZ guvernéra Ceskoslovenské narodni banky, na ¢eské ekono-
mické mysleni. Bohuzel Rusnokova predmluva je obsahlejsi nez ivod autora samot-
ného. A¢ by se to dalo ocekdvat, autor neproved| ve vlastni pfedmluvé zhodnoceni li-
eratury a pramen(, nenastinil metody ani koncept své prace. Vénuje se naopak
podrobné motivaci a objasnuje vybér tématu. To je znacny rozdil oproti disertacni
praci Karel Englis mezi prvorepublikovou elitou,' v jejimZ Givodu autor peclivé hodnoti
prameny a literaturu a popisuje metodologii. Ctenaf se tak aZ postupem dozvida,
s jakymi dokumenty autor vlastné pracoval. Doslov uvedené mezery téz nevykryva
a obsahuje pouze zhodnoceni Englisova pfinosu ¢eské ekonomice.

Pro poznani pramenné zékladny je tak tfeba hledat v seznamu pramend. Martin
Hlava¢ pracoval s rozsahlym osobnim fondem uloZzenym v Literdrnim archivu
Pamatniku ndrodniho pisemnictvi.? Znacnou ¢ast vsak tvofi i tisténé prameny. Témi
jsou zpravidla Englidovy publikace a ¢lanky, kterych je nemalo a jiz jejich mnozstvi
tvofi rozsahlou pramennou zakladnu. Autor viak dokazal vyuzit i bézné nedostupné
materidly, konkrétné soukromé archivy nachdzejici se ve vlastnictvi potomkd Karla
Englise. Kromé pisemnych pramen( stavi Hlava¢ rovnéz na informacich, které ziskal
formou dialogu s Zijicimi potomky. Ty vyuzil pfedevsim v kapitoldch o rodinném
a majetkovém zézemi. PfestoZe na né odkazuje, nejsou uvedeny v seznamu pramendl.

1 Martin HLAVAC, Karel Englis mezi prvorepublikovou elitou, disertaéni prace, Filozoficka fakulta,
Univerzita Karlova, Praha 2015.
2 Archiv Pamatniku narodniho pisemnictvi, f. Karel Englis, inv. ¢. 335.



Autorovi se nedd upfit diplomaticky um, diky kterému ziskal moznost pracovat
s jedine¢nymi materialy, k nimz pfedchozi autofi neméli pfistup. Diky jejich kombina-
ci s rozsdhlym archivnim fondem ziskal Sirokou pramennou zakladnu. Na heuristiku
navazala pecliva prace s prameny. Diky mnozstvi prament osobni povahy ma bio-
grafie nadech vypraveéni, jez je vyrazné protkdno Englisovymi vzpominkami a pamé-
ti jeho rodiny. Soucasti pramenné zaklady jsou rovnéz tisténé memodry Englisovych
spolupracovnikd, pratel, ale i odplrch. Pramennd zakladna obsahuje vskutku velké
mnozstvi zdrojli rdzné povahy a jen tézko bychom hledali dalsi, které by seznam
obohatily a rozsifily.

Predkladana biografie se nezabyva pouze EngliSovou mezivale¢nou Cinnosti, ale
celym jeho zivotem. Jelikoz je kniha biografii, ma logicky chronologickou strukturu.
V deseti kapitolach je postupné piedstaveno EngliSovo détstvi a dospivani, vysoko-
Skolska léta, ndstup na univerzitu a prvni kontakty s politikou. Nejvétsi ¢ast se vsak
tyka Englidovych vladnich angazma a guvernérského obdobi v Ceskoslovenské na-
rodni bance za prvni a druhé Ceskoslovenské republiky. Chronologicky popis kon¢i
licenim zmén v EngliSové zZivoté po roce 1948. Prace taktéz obsahuje kapitolu vénova-
nou rodiné a vztahu k rodnému Slezsku.

V prvnich dvou kapitolach se autor vénuje Englisovu plvodu, détstvi a gymnazial-
nim studiim. Hlavac prostfednictvim osobnich dokumentt Karla Englise a rodinné
kroniky vypravi pfibéh jeho rodiny od 17. stoleti az do narozeni Karla v roce 1880.
Pokracuje prvnimi skolskymi kroky, které nejmladsiho syna dovedly na gymnézium
v Opavé. Autor nevypravi pouze pfibéh jedince, ale zna¢nou cast vénuje socialni
situaci studentl z chudsich rodin. Timto postupem vznikl text, ktery neni pouhym
popisem zivota jedné osobnosti, ale rovnéZz obrazem dobového zivota a mysleni.
Engli$ je popsan jako pracovity jedinec, ktery s podporou své rodiny a okoli ziskal po-
trebné vzdélani, a nakonec diky své pili zamifil na studia do Prahy.

Kapitoly k prazskym a vysokoskolskym létim Karla EngliSe se nesou v podobném
duchu. Prostor je vénovan fedeni problémd, jimz studenti z chudsich rodin v Praze
celili. Englis studoval od roku 1899 pravnickou fakultu, kde se setkal s profesorem
Albinem Brafem. Pravé on ovlivnil jeho budouci sméfovani a zajem o narodni hospo-
darstvi. Prostfednictvim analyzy a interpretaci pramen(i osobni povahy Hlava¢ podava
vhled do mysleni studenta Englise.

Popis zivota Karla Englie pokracuje zavrdenim studia a praci na ufednickych
mistech ve Vidni a zakotvenim na Ceské vysoké $kole technické v Brné. Autor i v této
Casti prace kladl ddraz na sociélni podminky zivota tehdejsich mladych elit, ale zaro-
ven vénoval znacny prostor Englisové védecké ¢innosti. Cast Zivota pred prvni
svétovou vélkou zakoncil popisem prvniho kontaktu Englise s politikou. Ten se stal
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v roce 1913 zemskym poslancem za lidové pokrokovou stranu na Moravé. Hlavac pfi
liceni volebni kampané vyuzil opét prameny osobni povahy, diky nimz nastinil pfistup
EngliSe k politice a naznacil motivaci k zapojeni se do politického Zivota. Nebyla dana
EngliSovou ambici, tento krok chapal jako logické navazani na svou védeckou ¢innost.

Vznik Ceskoslovenska je vyli¢en z Englidovy perspektivy; chtél se zapojit do tvorby
ekonomické politiky nového statu. Jeho strana se vsak sloucila v Ceskoslovenskou
narodni demokracii, ¢imz se Englis ocitl na jedné palubé s popularnéjsim a verejnosti
znamejsim Aloisem Rasinem. Jejich ndzory na ménovou politiku se natolik lisily, Ze se
dostéavali do vzdjemnych stret(l vrcholicich permanentnim napétim. EngliSovo prvni
pusobeni na ministerstvu financi v letech 1920-1921 napéti znasobilo. Kapitola vénu-
je znacny prostor komparaci mysleni a pfistupu obou osobnosti. Ani po Rasinové
smrti se Engli$ nestal jasnym lidrem své strany ve financnich otazkach. Byl stéle vice
vniman jako ¢lovék Hradu a prezidenta Masaryka. Napjaté vztahy kulminovaly v roce
1925; Engli$ stranu opustil. To v8ak neznamenalo, Ze z politiky definitivné odesel.
Naopak: stal se, jak piSe autor, nepostradatelnym finan¢nim expertem, ktery zasedal
ve vladé pro své znalosti, nikoliv stranickou pfislusnost. Englis byl za Prvni republiky
jmenovan opakované ministrem financi. Hlavac jej vykresluje v této roli jako osobnost
pracovitou, nesmlouvavou a vé¢né hrozici demisi, pokud nebude po jeho. Prostor
vénoval rovnéz daldi Englisové vyznamné pozici guvernéra Ceskoslovenské narodni
banky, kterd skoncila az za Druhé republiky. Rezignaci na tento post kon¢i Englisova
vefejnd mezivalec¢nd cinnost. Autor neopomnél zduraznit ani EnglisGv pfinos védé
a zaloZeni Masarykovy univerzity v roce 1920, jejimz se stal prvnim rektorem, a nasledné
tam pusobil na rliznych pozicich akademické samospravy.

V kapitole o rodiné vénoval Hlava¢ znacny prostor popisu peripetii, jimiz Englis
prosel béhem obou svych manzelstvi. Autor se nezaméfil jen na vyli¢eni rodinného
Zivota, ale pfidava rovnéz vhled do problematiky manzelstvi a rozluky pfed prvni
svétovou vélkou. Vérny svému pfistupu davé i v tomto pfipadé znacny prostor pro
sociadlni otazky spojené s zivotem mladé rodiny. Soucasti je i vypraveéni o détech Karla
Englise a rodinném majetku.

Kratkd kapitola popisujici Englisiv vztah k rodnému Slezsku a obci se tyka pouze
jeho korespondence s Petrem Bezru¢em a roli tehdejsiho guvernéra v preneseni
ostatkd Karla Hynka Machy z Litoméfic do Prahy. Objasnuje, Ze $lo o EngliSovu inicia-
tivu, a naznacuje obdobny zamér u ostatk(i Jana Lucemburského. Kapitola je velmi
stru¢na a spise nez o stézejni ¢ast prace jde o jiny pohled na osobnost Karla Englise.
Vzhledem k Siroké pramenné zdkladné je otézkou, zda nebyl prostor pro nastinéni
jeho postojli a nazord na dalsi problematiky.

Englisové Zivotu po druhé svétové valce se Hlavac vénuje zejména s ohledem na



unor 1948, kdy byl zvolen rektorem Univerzity Karlovy. Volba byla jeho jedinym
vyraznym vstupem do politiky Treti republiky, pfestoze se o néj jiz dfive snazil. Ko-
munisticky rezim EngliSe donutil k rezignaci na rektorsky post a v roce 1953 dostal
piikaz opustit Prahu a odejit do Ustrani rodné Hrabyné. Byl stéle sledovan pfislus-
niky StB a vladnouci rezim mu ztéZoval zZivot tak jako mnoha jinym pfislusnikim
prvorepublikové elity.

Autor vychézel z obsahlé pramenné zdkladny a dokumentu rtizné povahy. To mu
umoznilo podat detailni vhled do Zivota Karla EngliSe. Prace nezapomina na rozbor
jeho ekonomickych teorii a ndzord na narodni hospodafstvi. Neni tedy pouhym vy-
pravénim o jednom pfislusniku prvorepublikové elity. Publikace je pfinosna pro po-
znani ekonomického mysleni a Zivota Prvni republiky. Misty je patrny tkrok od odbor-
né literatury k popularizacnimu Zanru. Zjevné je to pfedevsim u kontextu socialniho
zadzemi studuijicich a rozluky. V téchto mistech autor zbyte¢né Siroce utiké od plivod-
niho tématu prace a bere si za Ukol popsat legislativni systém Rakouska-Uherska ve
véci zaniku manzelstvi. Vzhledem k cili prace, kterym je podat uceleny vhled do Zivota
Karla Englise, a predlozit knihu pro Sir3i spolecenské vyuziti, jsou viak takové ukroky
pochopitelné. Autor vyuzil prvk{l populariza¢ni literatury, které viak nesnizuji kvalitu
vyzkumu zivota Karla Englide. Pfedklddana publikace je pfinosem ke komplexnimu
pozndaniosobnosti vyznamného védce a politika a diky Ctivosti a jisté mife popularizace
rovnéz pro zajemce o historii.
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